BORONIA: HOW MANAGEMENT OF WILDFLOWER
COLLECTING HAS PAID OFF

Wild populations of one
of Western Australia’s most
popular, sweet-smelling
wildflowers have shown
early signs of recovery
throughout the south-west,
following intensive
management by the
Department of
Conservation and Land
Management (CALM).

Brown boronia {(Boronia
megastigma) has long been
a target of commercial and
personal flower pickers for
its decorative sprays and
valuable oil that can be
used as a flavour additive in
food. But owingto a
period of intensive harvest
demand on wild
populations, yields from
public lands had become
unsustainable.

CALM principal botanist
Dr Ken Atkins said that
because of the concern over
harvesting levels, the
Department implemented a
management plan for the
species four years ago.
Under the management
plan, people need a licence
to pick the flowers from
Crown land, even for
personal use, or to sell
boronia taken from private
land.

Dr Atkins said the plan,
introduced with the
endorsement of the WA,
Flora Industry Advisory
Committee, also included
the provision for the
introduction of a harvest
quota system to restrict the
amount of boronia that
could be taken from the
forest. Quotas were
introduced to reduce
harvest rates to what were
believed to be sustainable
levels, taking into account
successive dry seasons which
had resulted in poor

flowering and some plant
deaths.

" At these relatively low
harvest quota levels, illegal
harvesting was also having a
major impact on the
conservation of the species,
and had the potential to
jeopardise the livelihocd of
pecple in the industry,”

Dr Atkins said.

To counteract illegal
harvest of the species, a
tagging system to help
identify legally sourced
brown boronia was
introduced last season.
Private property producers
as well as Crown land
collectors were given tags to
show the legal source of all
boronia sprays entering the
market.

Dr Atkins said that the
tagging proved a great
success in reducing the
illegal harvest of the plant,
and would continue to be
used for future management
of the borenia harvest.

The harvest quotas and
the tag system, together
with the improved growing
season this year, has
resulted in some early
recovery of the plants in the
bush, indicating that the
industry is now being
managed on a sustainable
basis.

“CALM is seeking the
cooperation of everyone
involved with boronia,
either picking, growing,
selling or buying it, to help
in its management and
continued recovery in the
bush,” he said.

"We ask that people
buying brown boronia,
whether from florists or
from other outlets for cut
flowers, to ensure that the
sprays they are buying are
legally gathered.”

“This is the only way we
can ensure the industry will
continue, and that boronia
will always be available
from the native forest.”

Brown boronia {B. megastigma).

Photo - Andrew Horan

To help overcome the
pressure on wild populations,
CALM and Agriculture WA
have also been promoting
commercial production of
boronia on private land.

For further information
on boronia collection and
selling, or to report illegal
operators, please contact
the nearest CALM office,
or the Duty Wildlife Officer
at CALM in Como on
{0B) 9334 0224
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Dryandra, one of the last refuges of the
native wildlife. Now you can
experience this woodland wonderland
for yourself, Find out how on p. 36.

The threat from below . . . How can we
defeat our greatest environmental
enemy? Read about salinity and what
we can do about it on p. 10.

Europeans brought alien plants and
animals fo WA's rangelands, which have
since become degraded. What can be
done? See p. 42,

One of the best aids to plant
conservation is completely invisible.
See our plant DNA story on p. 18.

How old is the Stirling Range?
Read about this stunning area in our
story on p. 48.
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The Fitzgerald River National Park
boasts @ startling array of

hathitats, macnmtals, bivds and -
ather species. Its wilidfowers i

spring are offen speclacular.
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