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Penh lies one ol Western Australial molt

important consrrvation relerver.

Dryandra i l one of the last refuges l0r
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known of its importanc€.

However, it is 0nly recentll that th€
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NATURE-BASED TOURISM
The Dryandn Woodland Management

Plan released in 1995 provided guidelines
for the creation of a truly integrated
conservation and recreation showpiece.
The majority of the woodland is quite
open, providing visitors with an excellent
chance of observing the animals in their
natural habitat. The presence of these
open woodlands so c lose to Per th,
containing beautiful wildflowers and
large numbers of mammals like the
numbat and woylie, has led to increased
visitation and a greater demand for
interpretation in the area (see 'Woodland

Wonderland', LANDSCOPE, W inter
1994). This is part ofaworldwide growing
interest in nature-based tourism, and is
particularly evident in areas such as
WestemAustralia that are high in natural
attractions,

To cater for the increased interest in
nature-based tourism in Dryandra, a
var ie ty  of  gu ided and sel f -guided
recreation opportunities have been
developed by staff at CALM'S Narrogin
Office since 1995. The first step was to
create a focal point around Old Mill Dam,
where wandoo sleepers and other timber
products were cut .  Here,  the bush
architecture of the old buildings at Old
Mill Damwas carefully reproduced in the
construction of a new information
shelter, which helps orientate people and
provide them with information on the
opportunities available in the area. 'I\vo

of the five newly constructed trails also
leave from here. These trails range in
length f rom 1-23 k i lometres,  wi th
varying degrees of difficulty, and each
trail has its own symbol to help guide
visitors along the way.

The Old Mill Dam is also the starting
point of the Sounds of Dryandra Drive
Trail, an innovative trail allowing people

lAboue left: Cong€lin Dam was once
I visited by steam Lrains to make use of
! the freshest water in the district. It is a
popular place for family barbeques,
Photo-Babs& BertWellVCALM

lAboae right: Atour group enjoy an
f evening barbecue after a day of
I exploring Dryandra's many fascinating
plants and animals.

I fii?irL'Anthony Desmond shows a
I spotl ighting participant Lhe markings
I on a caryet python.
Photos DarrylMoncrieff

to  d r ive  th rough a  la rge  par t  o f
Dryandra and discover some of the
fascinating aspects of human interaction
wi th  the  area  by  tun ing  the i r  car
radio into 100 FM. The first of its kind
in  Western  Aus t ra l ia ,  Sounds o f
Dryandra has proved to be very popular
and has gained international recognition
for its informative and interesting
commentaries.

A multimedia version of the Sounds
of Dryandra Drive Trail wil l soon be
featured on CALM's NatureBase internet
site. Here, cyber visitors will be able to
experience a 'virtual' tour of Dryandra,
though no th ing 's  qu i te  as  good as
actually being there.

WILD DAYS, WILD NIGHTS
Cuided activities led by CALM staff

have also been expanded. Since its
inception in 1992, 160 participants have
enjoyed the Dryandra Woodland Ecology
Course. The course was specifically
developed to allow CALM staff to share
their knowledge of Dryandra and rrs
amazing variety of flora and fauna, with
a focus on providing participants with a
chance to experience CAIM's research
and management techniques. Run over
a weekend, the course has attracted a
wide variety of participants with one

uniflring desire-to learn more about the
animals and plants that make up
Dryandra's complex ecosystem.

Course leader Tony Friend, from
CALM's Wildlife Research Centre, has a
long association with Dryandra and one
of its rarest inhabitants, the numbat.
Since Tony's research into the near-
extinction of this amazing animal started
in the 1980s, management techniques
developed as a result ofhis research have
increased their numbers to the point
where the population is now able to
supply numbats to repopulate other
areas. Together with other CALM stafi
Tony is also able to impart a wealth of
information on lhe many other native
plants and animals inhabiting Dryandra.

One ofAustralia's rarest animals, the
red-tailed phascogale (Phascogale
calurol, is the subject of a current
research project. The research aims to
uncover the reasons for the decline ofthis
small, tree-dwelling carnivore. Course
participants help with trapping the
animals, recording the details of any
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act iv i t ies  and d iscuss  tour ism
opportunities. This has already led to
tour  opera tors  express ing  in te res t  in
including CALM's guided services and
other local attractions into their tour
it ineraries.

Organised tours and independent
visitors have a range of accommodation
options available to them. The Lions
Dryandra Woodland Village comprises
eight ex-Forests Depadment cottages as
well as two Nissen dormitories that
have prov ided low-cos t  ho l iday
accommodation for over 25 years. The
Vi l lage  is  very  popu lar  w i th  fami l ies ,
school groups and naturalists. Visitors
can arrange to stay at the Vil lage by
contacting the caretaker: (08) 9884 5231.

Complementing the rustic Vil lage
accommodat ion  is  the  Conge l in
Campground,  where  low- impact
campground facilities, bins for recycling
rubb ish ,  and gas  BBQs have been
installed. The latter are particularly
impodantto ensure that valuable habuar
provided by hollow logs is protected and
not used as firewood. For example, fallen
wandoo limbs often provide excellent
nest hollows for numbats.

Other accommodation for visitors,
including farmstays, is available in the
area.

RETURN TO DRYANDRA
The next few years promise exciting

times. Plans to bring back five species of
endangered mammals add to Dryandra's
growing siatus as one of the State's prime
nature-based tour ism des t ina t io r rs .
Under the 'Return to Dryandra' project,
which is part of CALM's Western Shield,
a predator-prooI compound containing
core  popu la t ions  o f  wes tern  bar red
band icoots ,  ru fous  hare-wa l lab ies ,
banded hare-wa l lab ies ,  bood ies  and
bilbies wil l provide a safe environment
for breeding. The offspring wil l be
released into the wild in Dryandra and
other Western Shield sites. All of these
species once lived in Dryandra and therr
reintroduction will be anotherstep in me

I One of Dryandra's namesakes, the
I couch honeypot dryandra, provides an
I energy-rich food source for many
animals, such as honey possums, native
bees, and honeyeater birds.
Photo - Babs & Bert Wells/CALM

restoration of Dryandra's fascinating
ecosystem.

The successful integration of nature
based tour ism and conserva t ion  rs
complex ,  and requ i res  sens i t rve
management. Although it may appear
that Dryandra has experienced a rush of
development, CALM has been extremery
conscious of the need to maintain the
ambience that currently attracts visitors.
Besides the protective measures already
in place, a long-term study is under way
tha t  w i l l  he lp  de termine the  soc ia l ,
economic  and eco log ica l  impacts  o f
tourism at Dryandra. The study nas
involved the local community in setting
socialand economic parameters, and has
also helped them appreciate the benefits
o f  p ro tec t ing  the  wonders  o f  th is
remarkable woodland-all of which wil l
help ensure that nature-based tourism
in Dryandra remains sustainable.

Anthony Desmond is an Operations
Officer with CALM! Narrogin District.
Michelle Boothey is an Officer with
CALM! Narrogin District. Both can be
contacted on (08) 9881 1113.
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Drgandra, one of the last refuges of the
natiue uildlife. Nou gou can
experience this woodland wonderlond
for gourself. Find out how on p. 36.

Europeans brought alien plants and
animals to WA's rangelands, uhich haue
since become degraded. What can be
done? See p. 42.

Hou old is the Stirling Range?
Read about this stunning area in our
stor! on p. 48.

The threat from belou . . . How con ae
defeot our greatest enuironmental
enem|? Read about salinity and what
ae can do about it onp. 10.

One of the best oids to plant
conseraation is conpletelg inaisible.
See our plant DNA stor! on p. 18.
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