
Evidence of the success of
the Western Shleid program
continues as the Department
o f  Conserva t ion  and Land
Management (CALM) pursues
its fox-baiting activit ies.

A s  f o x  p r e d a t i o n  i s
s ign i f i can t ly  reduced over
broader areas, native animals
t h  a t  h a d  f o r m e r l y  b e e n
threatened, or even thought
to be extinct in a particular
area, are being found

One example is the new
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  q u o k k a s
(Setonix brachyurus) found
recently near a rehabil itated
bauxite mine in the northern
ja r rah  fo res t .  The quokkas
were found in an area that
h a d  b e e n  b a i t e d  f o r  f o x
control as part of Operatlon
Foxg love ,  an  in i t ia t i ve
between CALM and Alcoa of
A u  s t r a  l i a  i n  t h e  f o r e s t
b e t w e e n  C o l l i e  a n d
M u  ndar ing .

The discovery brought to
th ree  the  number  o f  new
quokka colonies found in the
forest around Jarrahdale in
the past two years. The three
new sites were all north of
J a r r a  h d a  l e  b e t w e e n  t h e
Alba ny and south Western
H ig  hways ,  and represents
a  s i g n i f i c a  n t  n  o r t  h e r n
ex tens ion  o f  the  quokka 's
current known range on the
ma in  la  nd .

As  pub l ic  con f idence in
the Western Shleid program
increases ,  he lp  to  rebu i ld
popu la t ions  o f  th rea tened
animal species is arriving. one
example  is  a  $14,500 gran t
f r o m  t h e  A  u s t r a  l i a  n
Conservation Foundation to
br ing  the  b i lby  (Macro t is
/agotls) back from the brink
of extinction.

The grant wil l be used to
main ta in  the  b i lby  b reed ing
populations at Shark Bay and
K a n y a n a  N a t i v e  F a u n a

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  C e n t r e  i n
Gooseberry Hil l.

The grant was part of the
funds raised from the sale of
c h o c o l a t e  E a s t e  r  b  i l b i e s
through Coles Supermarkets
for the Save the Bilby Fund.
T h e  d r i v e  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e
traditional European Easter
b u n n y  w i t h  a n  a n i m a l
representa t ive  o f  Aus t ra  l ia
evidently struck a chord with
parents  and ch i ld ren  a l i ke ,
and the Easter bilby looks set
to become part of Australia's
fo lk lo re .

A n  i m p o r t a n t  s p i n o f f
expected from this campaign
is increased community and
corpora te  in te res t  in  the
a n i m a l  i t s e l f ,  a n d  w i t h  i t
further support for efforts to
conserve the bilby and other
threatened Australian animal
species.

M e a  n w h i l e ,  W e s t e  r n
Australia's nature conservation
i n iti ative-L4/estern Shiei d-
reached a further milestone
over  a  recent  two-  month
per iod  when,  fo r  the  f i rs t
t ime, the whole of the south-

west  na t ive  fo res ts  we re
baited for foxes.

CALM extended its fox-
baiting program into all the
f o  r e s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a  j o r
na t iona l  parks  such as  the
Shannon,  D 'Ent recas teaux
and Leeuwin-Naturaliste. This
brought  the  to ta l  a rea  o f
c o n s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  b e i n g
ta  rge ted  fo r  fox  cont ro l
under Y1lestern 5hle/d to
3.4 mill ion hectares.

Corporate sponsorship by
C a b l e  S a n d s  h a s  f u n d e d
the extension o{ the baiting
p r o g r a m  i n t o  a r e a s  s u c h
a s  t h e  5 h a n n o n  a n d  t h e
D ' E n t r e c a s t e a u x  N  a t  i o n a  I
Parks, the sunklands between
Nannup and Busse l ton  and
the Donnelly catchment.

The in tens ive  program
saw aircraft, equipped with
g  loba I  pos i t ion ing  sys tems
a n d  c o m p u t e r s ,  f  l y i n g
pre-de termined f l igh t  l ines ,
a long wh ich  ba i ts  conta in ing
t h e  n a t u r a  l l y  o c c u  r r i n g
toxin-1 080-were dropped.

T h e  c o m p u t e r i s e d
navigation system meant that
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s t ra teg ic  ba i t  { ree  bu f fe rs ,
some up to 500 metres wade,
w e r e  l e f t  a r o u n d  n o n -
targeted areas such as private
proper ty  and cons t ruc ted
recreation sites in the forest
areas. Smaller buffers were
retained around major public
roads.

Loca l  communi t ies  were
cautioned to be aware that
1080 is lethal to cats and dogs
as well as foxes and there was
no 'safe' period. They were
encouraged to either leave
household pets at home or at
least muzzle them
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QUOKKAS AND EASTER BILBIES -
INDICATORS TO A SUCCESS STORY
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The waters olF Westem Auslralia\ soulh
coast are home to a rich diuersitU of
marine plants and animals- Read about
them on page 28.

Bumerbinmah Station, in WAb
Murchison Regio4 fills an important
gap in the Stateb flora and fauna
reserue system. See page 42,

Exeotive Editor: Ron Kawalilak
lltanaging Editor: Ray Eailey
Editor: David Gough
Story Editors: Ivlandy Clews, Vema Coetello, Carolyn Thomson,
I\,litzi Vance, Pennv Wahh
Scientif ic/technical advice: Andrew Burbidge, lan Abbott
PaulJones and (aff of CALI\II Science & tnformation Divkion
D€sign and production: Ivaria Duthie,sue lvlarais
tinished art colourbox Digital
lllustrationr Gooitzen van der llleer
Gnographyr Promaco Geodraft
Merketing: Estellede San Miguel'r (08)9334 0296 Faxi (08) 9334 0498
Subscription enquiries: r' (08)93140481 or (08)9334 0437
Colour Separation by Colourbox Digital
Printed in wertern Aunralia bv Lamb P nt

l 55N0815-4465 AImater ia l (opy  gh t  Nopado l the(on ien teo l thepub lo t ion
withour the (oNent of rhe publi5he6

online on our award.winning Internet site
at http://wwwcalm wa gov.au/

G B:::'$1ll *'c'.:l:il.1iff TiT,?';:'ffi :".".,",,.
\V 50 Hayman Road, como, Western Aurtrali. 

'

LANDSCOPE
VOLUMETHIRTEEN NUMBER2. SUMMER 1 997-1 998

Was it created bg a meteorite crashing
to Eorth, or more slowlU ouer time?
Find about CuriositU Swanp on page 50.

Imagine o commercially-oumed and
managed sanctuory in the hills east of
Perth atd you haue 'Korakomia Scnchnry'.
Find out hou it aas created on page 17.

The Westem Bfue Gurn, a cmmercial uarietg
of the Tasmanian bluegum, was deueloped
for WA conditions, but tree brdets contirue

the strain.
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Is the forest redlailed
black-cockatoo rare
or just rarelg seen?
Find out the ansuer
to these questions on
page 10.
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