


In about 1884, Irederick Clinch

built a mud bat hone at the

head waters of Lake Monger in

the Murchison. little did he

know that in just over a century

it would become a focus for

environmental research.

His early house is now part

of the homestead at

Burnerbinmah Station, bought

by the Department of

Conservation and land

Management in 1995 to

conserve and promote the

regeneration of sandalwood in

Western Australia, and to serve

as a base for the study of local

plant and animal life.
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boundaries. Close to Lake Monger there
are large areas of alluvial plains, dunes
and floodplains, \\, i ih salt tolerant
!egeta t ion .  b luebush.  sa l tbush and
simnhire fl i1ls ;rntl oprn mulgr t. lca, r. i
artauruiJ shrubland. The lake ser.rres as a
major saline drainage sl,stem bisecting
the station On higher land. to the urest
and east, there are lou, breakallays,
granite hil ls and exposures, calcareous
plains and broad valleys ihat support a
N'ide varietl, of plant communities.
Acacia shrublands gro\\ ' on the
shallorcer soils of granite exposures,
and lol mulga troodlands in the broad
vallel 's. On sandiet soils, \\ 'hite cypress
pine ((',tllilris glLtucophy/l,t) grLtus in
the mulga woodlands. Small areas of
spinifex sandplain add to the species
richness. as do several u'etland areas,
u'hich include Cooryalgo Pool. with
permanent fresh watet a gorge and
creek (\\ 'esi of the pool) l ined nrith
swamp slreoak (Cusuarinu obesa), antl
several rock holes on the eastern side of
the lease. ' lwo areas of mallee i loodland,
mainlv rough-barked rnallee lE u cct I y pt us
hg1tochluntg dett ), add further diversity.

The drought resistant nature of
much of the station has meant that the
vegetation has suffered less during dry
periods than some of its neighbours. It
has been grazed since 1884. can-ving up
to 12 000 sheep rvith some cattle and
horses. Sheep numbers fell to about
4 000 in the last decade and thev were
removed early in 199ij. Windnil ls and
waler points were closed down. but feral
goats contlnue to exert some grazing
pressure. Despite an active control

'lbp tight:'lhe nest o'i a $'edge{liled
eagle lAquila audarl in a mulga tree
lAcac ia aneura), irhove everlastings.

Photo Sur Patr ick

lCen l rc  r igh l :  lm i r in t  One o f  l l re  s t i l i on
I trueks runs throLrgh.r pink (i lrpet o[
I rosv vrl leir.
Photo Dlphne I td inger
(inset left) Corrialgo l)ool, an area of
permanent fresh tlater, lined rvith
legetation. (inset right) Cotton bush
lPtilotus obol)atus) grows protected ftom
grazing at the base of a shrub,
surrounded hy pompom everlasting
\Cephulipte rum d rummo nd i i l.
Photos Suc I'rtrick

I Rr9h1: Crrsby's r1'rttle lAcacfu grusbgi\
I has minni ritrhi bark flrking in eLrrls
I from the stem.rnrl hr:rnchei
Photo Diphnc I ld inger
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known, and that intensive collecting
brings to l ight small, unobtrusrve
plants that would otherwise seldom be
collected. [t was helpful to conduct the
work in a wet year when so many of
the ephemeral species were well
represented. Six other plants that were
collected had not been known to occur
in the area. A further six were poorly
collected generally, but known to be
relatively common.

In March 1997, with the help of the
Western Australian Naturalists' Club,
records of summer flowering species
were made. A second LANDSCOPE
Expedition, in August, aimed to find
earlier flowering plants. As conditions
were drier, access was available to areas
not visited in 1996. All the original
quadrats were rechecked, and six more
quadrats were sampled. It was good

to observe that in some areas the
vegetation appeared to be thriving,
partly in response to the rain during the
previous year, but also as a result of the
reduction in grazing pressure.

Without the valuable help of
LANDSCOPE expeditioners, this type of
work would not be possible. Further
volunteer effort ftom three of the 1996
expedition participants has produced
the l ist of 370 species so far identif ied.
Voucher specimens have also been
incorporated into CALM's Western
Australian Herbarium, to add to our
knowledge of the flora of the State.
Additionally, a reference herbarium set
up at the station will be a valuable
identification tool at the station. Work
cont inues  on  the  co l lec t ions  made in
March and August of 1997, and there
are high hopes that more important
discoveries will result, particularly fuom
the March expedition, as summer
flowering species are poorly collected.

lTop right: Some members of the
I LANDSCOPE ExDedilron team in
I August 1997.
Photo - Clev€ Hassal.

lCenlrc right: Don Anderson talks to
I members of the Western Australian
I Naturalists Club at Coonthiago Rocktole.
Photo - Sue Patrick

I Rrllr A paperbark (Melqleuca sp.\ on
I one of the numerous claypans along
I the drainage system.
Photo Daphne Edinger
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The waters olF Westem Auslralia\ soulh
coast are home to a rich diuersitU of
marine plants and animals- Read about
them on page 28.

Bumerbinmah Station, in WAb
Murchison Regio4 fills an important
gap in the Stateb flora and fauna
reserue system. See page 42,
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Was it created bg a meteorite crashing
to Eorth, or more slowlU ouer time?
Find about CuriositU Swanp on page 50.

Imagine o commercially-oumed and
managed sanctuory in the hills east of
Perth atd you haue 'Korakomia Scnchnry'.
Find out hou it aas created on page 17.

The Westem Bfue Gurn, a cmmercial uarietg
of the Tasmanian bluegum, was deueloped
for WA conditions, but tree brdets contirue

the strain.

KARAKAMIA SANCTUARY
ANDRE SCHIMITZ & MARTIN COPTEY
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URBAN ANTICS sen

Is the forest redlailed
black-cockatoo rare
or just rarelg seen?
Find out the ansuer
to these questions on
page 10.

Illustration bg Philirya Nikulinskg

^ros"oru3




