Until a few years ago, the ringtail
possums that occur in the south-west
of Western Australia were thought

to be the same species as the common

ringtail of eastern Australia. Now,

" they are recognised as a separate

species, the western ringtail
- possum (Pseudocheirus occrdentahs)
In common with most meduum-sued

Australlan mammals they ‘have.

declined in abundance and distribution,
and are now listed as threatened.
Western ringtails ‘once had a
patchy distribution from near
Geraldton'to the edge of the Nullarbor
Plam By 1990, they occurred only in,
. the far south-west, mostly. near the
coast from near Bunbury: to. the
Waychinicup National Park east qf
. Albany. The only inland populations
remaining weré in the Perup and
-atliacent forest blocks, and in the lower
Collie River valley. Near the coast, they

inhabit peppermint (Agonis flexuosa)

woodland, where they often build |

“dreys’ (nests in the canopy). Elsewhere,
they shelter in tree hollows, hollow

logs or even in dense vegetation on

the ground. Interestingly, ringtails are
comman within Busselton and Albany

townsites, where they may Ilve in"

house’ roof spaces.
Research by the We__sterh Australian

" Museum and the Department of

Canservation arid Land Management

"(CALM) has shown that predation by

foxes is a major threat. Since 1991,
western ’ringtails have’

have been controlled under CALM's

Western Shield feral predator control

By Andrew Burbidge'
Photo - Babs & Bert Wells/CALM

been .
-translocated to areas where foxes

program. The first translocation, to
Leschenault Conservation Park at
Bunbury, has been very successful.
Other translocations, still being
monltored have been to Yalgorup

. National Park Lane-Poole Conservation

Park and Karakamia Sanctuary near

Gidgegannup {see story in this issue).
Another significant problem for

western ringtails is clearing of their

- habitat for urban development,

particularly between Bunbury and
Augusta and near Albany. CALM is
working with planning authorities and
local councils to minimise the impact
of clearing on the possums. In some
cases, ringtails whdse habitat has been’
destroyed have been successfully
transiocated. WHdhfe carers are also
helping the recovery of this species by

- caring for derellct rmgtalls from urban

areas and preparing them for release
back into the wild.
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Was if created by a meteorite crashing
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Find about Curiosily Swamp on page 50.  JEREMY COLMAN... R )
The waters off Western Australia’s south
coast are home to a rich diversify of BREEDING BETTER BLUEGUMS
marine plants and animals. Read about e e ——
them on page 28.
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Imagine a commercially-owned and
managed sanctuary in the hills east of
Perth and you have 'Karakamia Sanctuary’,
Find out how if was created on page 17.
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Is the forest red-tailed

’ black-cockatoo rare
or just rarely seen?
Find out the answer
fo these questions on
page 10.
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