
, Until a few years ago, the ringtail
possums that occur in the sOuth-west
of Western Australia weie thought
to be the same specieras.the common
r ing ta i l  o f  eas tern  Aus t ra l ia .  NoW
they are  recogn ised as  a  separa te
spec ies ,  the  western .  r ing ta i l

. possum (Pseudocheirusoccidentalis).
' ln tommon with most medium-sized
Ai rs t ra l ian  mar ima ls .  they  have.
declined in abundance and distribution,
and are now listed as threateneil.

'  
Western  r ing ta i l s  once had a

patchy  d  i s t r ib lu t ion  f rom near
Geraldtonto the edge ofthe Nullarbor
Plain. By 1990, they occurred only in.

' the.far south-wes! mosily near the
. .  coas t  f rom near  Bunbur i t to  the

W€ychinicup National Park east qf
. Albany. The only inland populations

inhabit peppermint i? gonii f lexuo.sa)
woodland, where they often build
'dreys' (nests in the canopy). Ekewhere,
they shelter in tree hollows, hollow
.logs or even in dense vegetation on
the ground. lnterestingly, ringtails are
common within Busselton and Albany
towns i tes .  whe ie  thev  rnav  l i ve  in
nouse root spaces.

. Research by the Westerh Australian
Museum and the  Depar tment  o f
Censervation and Land Management'(CALM) 

has shown that predation b,
fbxes ls a major thre;t. Since 199j,
wes tern  r inq ta i l s  have been

.translocated to areas where fexes
have been controlled 

'under 
CALM's

Western shie/d feral predator control

:  Bv Andrew Burbidoe
Photo -  Babs & Eert  Wetts/cALM

program. The first translocatioh, to
Leschenau l t  Conserva t iqn  Park  a t
Bunbury, has been very successful.
Other  t rans loca t ions ,  s t i l l  be  in9
monitored, have.been to Yalgorup

. National Park, LEne-Poole Conservation
Park and Karakamia Sanctuary near
Gidgegannup (see story ih this issue),

Another significant problem for
western ringtails is clearing of their

.  hab i ta t  fo r  u rban 'deve lopment ,

particularly between Bunburi and
Augusta.and near Albany. CALM is
working with planning auihorit ies and
local councils to minimise the iritpact

' of clqaring 6n the possums. ln some
casEs, ringtails whcise habitat hai been
dest royed have been success fu l l y
transiocatbd. Wildufe carers are also
helping the reiovery of this species by
caring for derelict ringtails from urban

' 'areas 
and preparing thein for ielease

.. back into the Wild.
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The waters olF Westem Auslralia\ soulh
coast are home to a rich diuersitU of
marine plants and animals- Read about
them on page 28.

Bumerbinmah Station, in WAb
Murchison Regio4 fills an important
gap in the Stateb flora and fauna
reserue system. See page 42,
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Was it created bg a meteorite crashing
to Eorth, or more slowlU ouer time?
Find about CuriositU Swanp on page 50.

Imagine o commercially-oumed and
managed sanctuory in the hills east of
Perth atd you haue 'Korakomia Scnchnry'.
Find out hou it aas created on page 17.

The Westem Bfue Gurn, a cmmercial uarietg
of the Tasmanian bluegum, was deueloped
for WA conditions, but tree brdets contirue

the strain.

KARAKAMIA SANCTUARY
ANDRE SCHIMITZ & MARTIN COPTEY
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URBAN ANTICS sen

Is the forest redlailed
black-cockatoo rare
or just rarelg seen?
Find out the ansuer
to these questions on
page 10.
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