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DISCOVERY OF A NEW POPULATION OF THE YORNANING WATTLE
Early in 1997. staff from

CALM's Threatened Flora
Seed Centre (TFSC) and the
WA Threatened 5pecies and
Communities Unit (WATSCU)
began a project looking at
the possible causes of low
reproductive output in the
Yornaning wattle (Acacia
lnso/lta subsp. recurva). fhis
plant is a particularly
attractive species of Acacia,
growing to about one
metre high, with mature
plants maintaining fine
grey-green feather-l ike
foliage and large, globe-
shaped clusters of yellow
flowers that appear in July
and August.

CALM volunteers and
active members of the
Central South Naturalists'
Club, accompanied WATSCU
consultant biologist Gil l ian
Stack to conduct a
thorough survey of the
plant's only known site at
East Yornaning, north-east
of Narrogin, extending the
recorded population from
about 50 to nearly 800
plants. Local farmers Gwen
and Malcolm Gath were
particularly interested in
the project and agreed to
help in monitoring the
population, as their nearby
farm featured breakaways
(gull ies formed by wind or
erosion) similar to those
where the plant is known to
occur in East Yornaning

By chance, on the
afternoon following the
survey, lvlalcolm Gath and
his son were chasing foxes
through their farm, when
Malcolm came across a small
population of what he
immediately recognised as
the rare wattle. He was
delighted with the find, and
immediately began fencing
individual plants to protect
them from grazing by
kangaroos. The Gaths had

bought this part of their
farm (1 '10 hectares of
uncleared wandoo
woodland) from the Lands
Department about 30 years
ago to save it from
becoming a  p ig  fa rm.  Under
the laws of the day, they
had to  c lear  a  smal l  a rea ,
but the rest has been fenced
and remains largely intact.

The Yornaning wattle was
first collected from the
original site at East
Yornaning by CALM
botanist Ken Atkins in 1984.
Extenslve surveys in the
years following failed to
f ind further populations
and,  in  1996,  the  spec ies
was gazetted as'rare'. Due
to its small population size,

sparse distribution, large-
scale clearance of habitat
and grazing pressures from
rabbits and kangaroos, the
Yornaning wattle was
recently ranked by CALM'S
T h r a ^ t a n a . l  S . n a . i a <

Scientif ic Committee as
'crit ically endangered'.

TFSC staff have been
visit ing the East Yornaning
site since 1995 as a part of
their ongoing work involving
collection, long-term storage
and monitoring of seed from
WAs rare and threatened
flora (see 'Banking for the
Future', IANDSCOPE, Winter
1996) However, collection
of adequate seed of this
<uh(np. ia<  fd r  ihp

maintenance of genetic
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diversity in storage has
proven to be diff icult Over
the past three years, the
plants have set relatively
litt le fruit, and kangaroos
and rabbits grazing the
growing shoots have
compounded the  prob lem.
In 1996, only 52 seeds were
collected from the
popu lation.

It is thanks to the Gaths
that the second population
of the Yornaning wattle has
survived. They, and many
other farmers, play an
important role in the
management  and
maintenance of remnant
vegetation, and make a
h igh ly  va luab le  cont r ibu t ion
to nature conservation in
our heavily cleared
agricultural areas.
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CALM\ fight ogainst ferol cats gathers
ground on Peron Peninsula aith the
deaelopment and testing of a cot bait.
See 'fuproaching Edm' on poge 28.

A new CALM book giues bushualkers a
host of short ond longer walks in
Westem Australia\ southlnest. See
poge 10.

The splendid fairy urcn was one of
mang birds collected by John
Gilbert, uhose collections of
specimens haoe been frogmented
ouer the post 100 Uears 0r so,
Nou, theg are being tracked doun
in museums atound the uorld,
and o more complete picturc of
their original distributions is
emerging from Cilbertl original
notes and labels, See storA on
page 40.
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Roadside uegetation often prolides uital
links betaeen remnant habitats. See
our storg on page 23.

What attrccted ea g pioneers to this
barren comer of Westem Australia?
Find out in'Eucla Pioneers' on poge 35.

Fire is an important part of Westetn
Australia\ enuironment. Scientists
continue to dkcouet just hou
important. See page 17.
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