


From the  ta l l t imber  count ry

in  the  hear t  o f  our  kar r i

fo res ts  to  the  mounta ins  o{

the  St i r l ing  Range Nat iona l
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cliffs a long our coast,
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west has a diversity of
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bushwalkers .  A  new book
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the 1960s and 70s. No\\', most of the
park is closed to motor vehicles. so you
can onll 'u'alk or cycle in to this unique
coastal area. The four-kilometre Nall<
takes in a lookout oYer the Leschenault
Es tur r l .  rn r rk rs  iLs  \  rv  d l , ,ng  t  h (  \  t le  r  5
edge bes ide  dense peppermin t
u'rxrdland, lhen turns inlar.rd through
mature tuart \\ joodland.

Another \\,alk that explores the
linestone coast is one o[ the most
unusual in the book. The Possum Night
Spotlighting Trail. in the 'Iuart Forest
National l)ark near Busselbn, is a self-
guided one and a-hali-kilometre loop.
It is designed to be completed at nighl
\\ ' i th a spotlight or large torch, so as to
come iace to lace u'ith lhe noctr-rrnal
inhabitants of the tuart forest. This area
has one of the large$t populations of
the rare \\,estern ringtail Dossum and
the densest populalions of brushtail
possums eve l ' recorded in  \ \ res te  rn
Australia, so _v-ou are very l ikel) 'to see
these and other creatures during yolu-
\!alk. Red reflectors on the trailmarkers
and inlbrmation plaques guide tlte \\,av.
Spoiting the animals is up t0 youl

The views along tlte largely coastal
LeetN!in-Naturaliste National l,ark are
outstanding, and a Cape-lo-Cape \\ 'alr(
Track is being developed. so that
bush i r t r l l re rs  c i r r  n r t rke  lh<  mns l  u i  th is
de l igh t fu l  a rea .  The 140-k i lomet re
tiack \! i l l  eventuall_v' extend from Cape
Naturaliste to Cape Leeuwin. When it rs
f in ished,  r ,a lkers  w i l l  be  ab le  to
crpe l i tn  c  ; '  h ik t  " i  seve l r l  J r l s '
duiation if thel' r rish, or choose flon d
multitude of alternative shorter walks
o i  var ,v ing  d is tances  and d i f f i cu l lu .
A fen, of the shorler rn-all is (up to 13
k i lomet ies  long)  a re  mapped and
described in 1Jri.*ria1lrs h tlte South W.esl

lAbon' lctl: \ou.rlt l ikely lu srr hrushllri l
I ptssums if 1'ou (\nl, 're tlrc l 'ossunl
I  N i ! l r t  Spu l l iB l r l ing ' l r r i l .  ner r r '  l i usse l ton .
I 'hoto l l lns & Judy l l trk/1,ochmln

l, lh)ue ight: Kirrr i  corlsl ip 0rrhids
I lCuludeni,t flutv suhsp. .r rtlr,cs1rr.,i ) in
I Shl,nnrn Nlt ionrl  I ' r Ik.
l)hoto Cofdon l.loberts/CA1,N

I / lrr ihl ;  l i  tou Jon t $,.rnt tu hike for

I sr lrr i l  ( l i )s, tht Crpr: tu-Crpc \\ ' r lk
I l l  uck t l rn hr hrokcn into .r number {, f
shortel- \r'alks.
I 'hoto Chriscarnctt/CAl,Xl

I
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kilometre circuit passes through
mature jarrah and blackbutt forests and
gives excellent views of the Collie River
Valley. The track follows the river for
part of the way, passing rock outcrops,
deep pools and several rapids, ano rs
quite steep in places.

The Greenbushes Loop is a 15-
kilometre walk via dams, waterfalls and
creeks, with views over forest and
farmland. It follows the Bibbulmun
Tlack for five kilometres, but begins and
ends at the Creenbushes Eco-Cultural
Discovery Centre, the headquarters of a
voluntary community organisation.

THE KARRI FOREST
Bushwalks in the South-West also

caters for people who are not so fit, but
still keen to venture into the bush. The
walk to Beedelup Falls is just 300
metres long, and visitors to Pembedon
should not miss this short but
extremely scenic walk. The falls are the
major attraction of Beedelup National
Park, and are in full flow during winter
and spring. They cascade for 100 metres
over a series of steep granite rocks and
can be viewed along a walktrail, which
incorporates large sections of
boardwalk, a lookout and two bridges
that cross the brook. One ofthe bridges,
a newly-built suspension bridge, offers a
real sense of adventure, as you can see
the rushing waters through the wooden
slats beneath your feet.

The Great Forest Trees Walk is a
new eight-kilometre walk in Shannon
National Park. The walk begins about
four kilometres north of the Shannon
campsite and connects the arms of the
one-way (23-kilometre) northern Ioop
of the scenic Great Forest Trees Drive.
The 53 500-hectare park includes some
of the most magnificent karri count4r
in Western Australia's southern forest.
The walk follows an old forestry track
and is steep in places, particularly
where it crosses the Shannon River,

Mount Frankland, in Mount
Frankland National Park, is featured on
the front cover of Bushwalks in the
South-West. The two-kilometre return
walk boasts some of the most
breathtaking scenery of all the walks in
this book. You have to negotiate steep
metal stairs and concrete steps to reach
the summit, 411 metres above sea level.
On top is an operational fire spotter's

tower. On a clear day you can see the
Stirling and Porongurup Ranges, and to
Chatham Island, near Walpole. You
then partly retrace your steps and
return around the base of Mount
Frank land th rough beaut i fu l  kar r i
forest sprinkled with wildflowers.

Walpole-Nornalup National Park rs
known for three rare and wonderful
eucalypts the red, yellow and Rate's
tingles. The park's Valley of tne
Giants-for decades one of WAs favourite
tourist stops-features a boardwalk and
rammed-earth trail over the forest floor.
The first 100 metres are wheelcharr-
accessible. After finishing, you can then
experience a stunning walk through the
tingle forest canopy. The Tree Top Walk is
the world's only rigid-structure walk in
the canopy of a tall eucalypt forest. It
comprises a series of lightweight bridge
spans, each 60 metres long and four
metres deep, supported between pylons,

I The Nancy Peak Loop. in Porongurup
I National Park. is a strenuous walk up
I and over three granite peaks.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

The walkway rises with no steps, on a
gentle grade suitable for children,
wheelchairs and the elderly, up to 40
metres above the forest floot where it
crosses a valley.

Three other walks in the Walpole-
Nornalup National Park begin at
Conspicuous Beach and take in
outstanding views from a limestone
knoll, a stunning beach and rocky
headlands. All parts of the beach are
visible from a new whale-watching
platform. Whales can be spotted
frequently during winter and spring.
Dolphins are often seen near the surface,
surfing the waves in pods of a dozen or
more. By August 1998, medium and
longer walks via the new Bibbulmun
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CALM\ fight ogainst ferol cats gathers
ground on Peron Peninsula aith the
deaelopment and testing of a cot bait.
See 'fuproaching Edm' on poge 28.

A new CALM book giues bushualkers a
host of short ond longer walks in
Westem Australia\ southlnest. See
poge 10.

The splendid fairy urcn was one of
mang birds collected by John
Gilbert, uhose collections of
specimens haoe been frogmented
ouer the post 100 Uears 0r so,
Nou, theg are being tracked doun
in museums atound the uorld,
and o more complete picturc of
their original distributions is
emerging from Cilbertl original
notes and labels, See storA on
page 40.
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Roadside uegetation often prolides uital
links betaeen remnant habitats. See
our storg on page 23.

What attrccted ea g pioneers to this
barren comer of Westem Australia?
Find out in'Eucla Pioneers' on poge 35.

Fire is an important part of Westetn
Australia\ enuironment. Scientists
continue to dkcouet just hou
important. See page 17.
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