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While it is impossible to put a price
on the wildflor,,,er experience'. the
survey did find that visitors had a daily
expenditure of $88.133 per adult. Since
this figure can only have increased in the
past seven years, there is obviously a
sound economic incentive at local and
regional levels iur mrnrging roadsides in
a sustainable manner. Just as obviously,
mismanagement of roadsides wil l
quickly erode this potential cash flow.

LANDCARE
The value of rvell-vegetated

roadsides to agriculture cannot be over-
emphasised. They provide valuable
u,indbreaks for both stock and crops,
and have the potential to increase
larm productivity in a number of ways:
reduction in evaporative losses from
cro ls :  s tab i l i sa l ion  o i  so i l  anJ  a i r
temperatures and humidity: reduction
of heat and cold stress in stock; and the
reduction in damage to plants from
'sand b las t ing .

Many of the current farming
problems such as the salination of
land and rvater assets result frorrr
inappropriate Duropean farming
practices having been applied to an
Australian landscape. Maintaining
remnant roadside vegetation wil l play
an important role in combating thrs
major problem, both through the
benefits to be gained from retaining
lhe /l? ri/../ vegelalion, and llso for
pruv i r l ing  a  lo ia l  s<<r l  source  fo r
revegetating adjacent land.

By studying the roadside reserves
-areas that have often had minimal
disturbance and provide an insight into
the pre-European soil strata and
understorey composition we can
observe whiih species of planrs grorv in
which particular type of soil. Roadside
reserves are often the nearest we have
to pristine conditions in heavy cleared
areas, and seeds collected from local
native species (tvith an appropriate
licence issued by CALM) are playing an
increas ing ly  impor t tn l  ro le  in
regenerating degraded farmland.

CONSERVATION
Often, roadsides provide the last

refuge for species of plants that have
become extinct in other locations. The
mass clearing of native vegetation has
also resulted in habitat fragmentation

rvith small, discontinuous and isolated
pockets of natural vegetation. Along
with river and stream reserves,
roadsides are a vital l ink bettveen these
pockets, and it is imperative they don't
beconre  the  miss ing  one.  Th is  i s
particularly true in agricultural areas,
where up to 98 per cent of some
landscapes has been cleared.

Currently, l)21 plant species are
declared as rare (threatened) under the
Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 1979.
Of these, more than 100 are known
to have roadside populations. In fact,
roadside plants represent more than
80 per cent of the known populations
of 40 of the 'declared rare' species, and
three of these are known only to exist ln
roadside populations.

Only a few years ago, the one-sided
bottlebrush Calothamnus occedens
vanished in a cloud of dust. The last
known population of this WA Wheatbelt
species was wiped out by a grader driver
during roadworks and, barring a
miracle of rediscovery, we won't ever

I ihpr Roadside vegetation is often the
I  on ly  remain ing  na tur l l  vegeta t ion  in
I some prrts of WA's Wleatbelt.
Photo - Itva lloogaard/Lochman'lransparenci€s

l,46r.rr,,e: l lemnants on roadsiJes can
I provirle muvcmenl corridors lur rvildlife
I hy l inking fri lgmrnts of habitat.
Ph(, lu -  D(nnis Sarson/Loclrmtn I  rdnsprren( ies

see it again. At this point, we don'i
know how many other roadside
populations of plants or animals wil l
disappear, but we do know ihat naiure
is l ike a j igsalv puzzle: you take one
part out, and there wil l always be a hole
in the picture.

Two examples that i l lustrate the
importance of roadside conservation
are the plight of Carnaby's cockatoo and
Coomalling Shire s weed problem.

CARNABY'S COCKATOO
Carnaby's cockatoo (Calyptorhgnchus

latirostris) breeds in the Wheatbelt
region of Western Australia. In recent
years. however. lhe polulaLions of this

le', \ |
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Committe€ (RCC) worked together to
determine the extent of resources
required to tackle the weed problem
and implement a systematic method of
control on roadsides.

Af te r  t ra in ing  by  the  RCC,  the  Sh i re
of Goomalling and the local LCDC set
about surveying roads in their Shire for
weed cover as well as conservation
values. The survey revealed that of the
roadsides in Coomalling Shire,55 per
cent had high weed infestation,36 per
cen l  med ium in fes ta t ion  rnd  on ly  n ine
per cent had a low infestation.

Ii is believed that this is the first
t ime such a comprehensive surley of
weed infestation of roadsides has been
attempted in Australia. It highlights
what can be achieved with a high level
of cooperation between government
agencies, shires and community groups
{ in  th is  case CALM.  the  RCC,  Main
Roads WA, Agriculture WA, the local
LCDC and Coomalling Shire).

ROADSIDE SURVEY PROJECT
Perhaps the most important initiative

to date of the Roadside Conservation
Committee has been its general survey
of roadsides for conser.,ration valucs.
This task, which was init iated in 1989,
records a number of attributes on road
reserves width, diversity of vegetation,
numbers ofnative species present, extent
ofweed cover, adjoining land use etc-to
produce a 'conservation score'. These
scores are used by road managers to
establish which areas need priority
attention or protection.

Each community has its own
reasons for embarking on the roadside
survey, and the resulting maps are
used for a variety of projects. The
Serpentine-Jarrahdale Shire aimed to
modifu their roadside burning reginre;
the Boyup Brook Shire uranted a
general roadside inventory,

The beauty of the survey lies in its
simplicity and adaptabil ity, enabling
people with little botanical expertise to
participate. It can be tailored to suit
such subjects as biodiversity
conservation, landcare, local planning
for tourism and even weed control. The
most recently completed survey was rn
Coomalling Shire, but others are under
way and the RCC survey method has
attracted nationwide interest.

Edna Walling, watercolour artist,

'Before much more burning off and
bashing of the roadside gro{,th by
earthmoving machinery takes place, we
might a$raken to the realisation that
here on the roadsides are the most
laluable and accessible nature reserves
we ha\)e-reserves which make
Australia the country we lo\)e-and that
there is no more logical place for the
presentation of our natural plants than
along the roads we travel.'

Her words are perhaps more
peft inent today than when spoken
almost fifty years ago.

David Lamont is the Executive
Officer with the Roadside
Consenation Committee based
in CALM's Wildlife Conservation
Branch, Como. David can be
contacted by phone on
{08) 9334 0423, by fax
(08) 9334 0278, or by email at
davidl@calm.wa.gov.au

In | 969, the Road Verges Conservation Committee was formed by the Western Australian
Government to coordinate and promote the conservation and effective manaqement of
rail and roadside vegetation-for the benefit of the environment and the people of
Western Australia.

In 1985, the Committee was reformed as the Roadside Conservation Committee (RCC)
with some important changes, these being a full-time Executive Officer located in CALM,s
Wildl i fe Branch, and funding from Main Roads WA (MRWA) and the Department of
Conservation and Land Management (CALM). The RCC comprises l3 members
representan9 relevant agencies and the community: CALM, MRWA, Westrail. Agriculture
WA (ASWA), Bush Fires Service, Western Powet Alinta Gas, Water Corporation, Local
Government (two elected Councillor5 and one professional officer), Greening Western
Australia and a community conservation representative. Dr Ken Atkins, principal Botanist
at CALM, currently chairs it.

The objedives of the RCC are to promote the protection and enhancement of native
vegetation on rail and road reserves; to provide information tb government and the
community on the importance of rai l  and roadside vegetation; to deverop an
understanding of the ecological processes controlling roadside vegetation; and to
faci l i tate communication between various agencies and (ommunity groups invotved or
interested in roadside management. lt ls anticipated that this will enable better methods
of planning and management ofthese areas to be devised.

landscape designer and an early advocate | ! l  u l lr m u l la along tlre Doolcy Downs
of roadside conser.,/ation, would have I Mt Augustus Track.
approved. She once said that: 

r Plrolo - Bil l Bachmjrn
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CALM\ fight ogainst ferol cats gathers
ground on Peron Peninsula aith the
deaelopment and testing of a cot bait.
See 'fuproaching Edm' on poge 28.

A new CALM book giues bushualkers a
host of short ond longer walks in
Westem Australia\ southlnest. See
poge 10.

The splendid fairy urcn was one of
mang birds collected by John
Gilbert, uhose collections of
specimens haoe been frogmented
ouer the post 100 Uears 0r so,
Nou, theg are being tracked doun
in museums atound the uorld,
and o more complete picturc of
their original distributions is
emerging from Cilbertl original
notes and labels, See storA on
page 40.
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Roadside uegetation often prolides uital
links betaeen remnant habitats. See
our storg on page 23.

What attrccted ea g pioneers to this
barren comer of Westem Australia?
Find out in'Eucla Pioneers' on poge 35.

Fire is an important part of Westetn
Australia\ enuironment. Scientists
continue to dkcouet just hou
important. See page 17.
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