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The weakest l ink in the fence was
the  gr id  on  the  Hamel in -Denham main
road. (A number of foxes crossed the
grid onto the peninsula after the first
baiting, described later. ) Several
methods to discourage the predators
rvere considered, but none was
successful-unti l innovative thinking
led to the idea ofa burglar alarm. A firm
in Perth manuiactures rn electronic
'barking dog security system, rvhich
detecis movement and then emits the
sound of German Shepherd dogs
barking. The intensity of the sound and
gro\\,1 increases as an intruder nears
the installation. These units, powered
by solar panels, were placed at the edge
of the grid to cover all avenues of
access.

Sand tracks along the fence and
plots at the grid are routinely
monitored for movement across the
barrier. The fence design has proved
very effective, and since the electronlc
barking dogs began to patrol, about a
year ago, there has been no invasron
from land or sea.

The peninsula has virtually become
an island haven for native rvildlife.

FIRST, THE FOX
Over the past ten years, CALM

researchers have developed an efficient
aerial baiting strategy to control foxes
and a  iechn ique Io  measure  the i r
abundance. Fox numbers on the
peninsula were estimated by trial
placement of cyanide baits. These baits
were located every 200 metres along 60
kilometres of bush tracks. Death due to
cyanide is virtually instantaneous,
allou'ing foxes to be collected at the bait
s ta l rons  and (he i r  numbers  recorded.

The result \\'as staggering. A total of
146 foxes were retrieved, double the
number of foxes taken by this method
anyrvhere else in the State. That
number implies a population of
approximately 2 500 animals, more
than t\co animals per square kilometre.
The peninsula was loaded \dith foxes.

An aerial baiting campaign was
conducted in April 1995. Ten thousand
fox baits containing the toxin 1080
(lethal to imported predators, harmless
to native r,,,ildlife) were dropped over
the length and breadth of the peninsula,
excluding the Denham To\\'nsite
Reserve and Monkev Mia Reserve.

Several rveeks later, cyanide baiting was
again carried out. The results were
again staggering. Over the three nights
of baiting, no foxes were collected and
no tracks recorded. Only one fox was
sighted during a spotlight survey. The
baiting had almost eliminated foxes
from the area.

Foxes remaining after the baiiing,
and those that entered the peninsula
across the grid before installation of the
electronic barking dogs, have been
removed via trapping or through the
taking of cat baits. No sign of foxes has
been obser"',ed for the past six months.

It is possible that the fox has been
totally eradicated from the peninsula.
If so, this wil l be the first broadscale
elimination of a feral predator
any\\,here in Australia.

THE DEADLY FERAL CAT
Getting rid of the fox was a victory.

But it would have been a hollow one if
the feral cat had been allowed to
remaln.

I itrp: The 3.4-kilometrc barrier fence,
I across Tall ifer lsthmus lo prevent
I reinvasion of introduced predators.
Photo J.A.SinagrtcAl,M

I A6oae. Foxes have all but been
! eliminated on Peron Peninsula after
I periodic comprehensive baiting.
Photo Jay Sarson/Lochman Transparencies

\ ,
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Control of feral cats is one of the
most pressing problems in the
conservation of threatened vedebrates
in Australia today. Until recently,
l imited research had been conducted on
strategies to control them. In 1993,
CALM formed a Feral Cat Research
Group to develop a cat bait, one rvhich
could be used in broadscale campaigns.

There is considerable myth and
folklore surrounding bait acceptance by
cats; it is generally believed that cats
will not consume a bait, as they prefer
l ive prey. Past baiting campaigns, using
baits designed for other introduced
predators, have proved unsuccessful
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trap if they are not hungry, so a non-
food lure was needed.

Although solitary and territorial,
cats are very inquisitive about other
cats. This curiosity, a quality Iong
ascribed to cats, Ied to the design of a
lure using an audio cat-calling system
and a scent attractant (called
'Pongo')-a blend of cat faeces and
urine, which appears to be of great
lnterest to cats.

This trapping technique was field-
tested on Peron, and has proven
invaluable in the control of the feral cat
on  the  Pen insu la .  A  l im i ted  t rapp ing
program began in late winter 1996 and
was continued into late summer. Traps
were placed along tracks where cat
activity had been observed, to maintain
control unti l the next baiting. During
this period more than 100 cats were
captured and humanely destroyed.

Bait uptake trials were continued.
The results indicated that the next
'baiting window' would open in late
March 1997. An aerial baiting, similar
to the previous year, was therefore
conducted in April. Unfortunately, as
soon as the baits were laid, heavy,
unseasonal rain fell, washing away the
attractant coating. A further baiting
program scheduled for May was
cancelled due to continuing raln.
Baiting was no longer an option for the
rest of the year.

Cat numbers had to be reduced
before  the  re in t roduc t ion  o I  na t ive
animals. To compensate for low baiting
success, intensive, continuous trapping
was conducted across the entire
peninsula. A trapping program of such
magnitude had never before, to the best
of our knowledge, been conducted
anywhere in the world; it was the
development and refinement of the
lures that made the program possible.
Virtually every kilometre oftrack on the
peninsula, approximately 400 kilometres,
contained a trap. The trapping program

lAboue righf: CALIA technical officer,
I Bruce Ward. injecting cat baits with
I1080 po ison.
Photo - Ray Smith/CALM

I Rrltr CALM technical officey, Steve
I Tritton, loading cat baits into the
I aircraft prior to aerial baiting.
Photo Ray Smith/CALM
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CALM\ fight ogainst ferol cats gathers
ground on Peron Peninsula aith the
deaelopment and testing of a cot bait.
See 'fuproaching Edm' on poge 28.

A new CALM book giues bushualkers a
host of short ond longer walks in
Westem Australia\ southlnest. See
poge 10.

The splendid fairy urcn was one of
mang birds collected by John
Gilbert, uhose collections of
specimens haoe been frogmented
ouer the post 100 Uears 0r so,
Nou, theg are being tracked doun
in museums atound the uorld,
and o more complete picturc of
their original distributions is
emerging from Cilbertl original
notes and labels, See storA on
page 40.
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Roadside uegetation often prolides uital
links betaeen remnant habitats. See
our storg on page 23.

What attrccted ea g pioneers to this
barren comer of Westem Australia?
Find out in'Eucla Pioneers' on poge 35.

Fire is an important part of Westetn
Australia\ enuironment. Scientists
continue to dkcouet just hou
important. See page 17.
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