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colour. On the female tree. ripened fr-uits
are cone like formations, tvhich open and
shed their l ight winged seeds to be
dispersed by the wind.

FROM SHAKES TO
DESIGNER TABLES

In the early days of t inber cutting.
sheoak timber \!as not readily sought
after, unlike jarrah and karri. It u,as not
useful as engineering timber for mine
props and guides, or struclurally lor
roof and frame constructirltr or railrval'
s leepers .  l l  b r r : rn t r  nuL<r , l  fo I  i rs  use  in
lurniture, decorative woodil,are and
turnery,, roofing shingles and shakes
(sh ing les  are  produced by  sawing ;
shal<es are split by hand along tbe rays
rv i th  a  nedge-shaped kn i fe ) .  Bo lh
sh ing les . rnJ  s l r i k rs  J re  su i l ; rh le  I , , r
roo i i , rs .  bu l  s l r i r rg l .s ; r r r  J l : , ,  us (L I  ro l

wall cladding and feature shopfronts.
Shingles and shakes are cut radiall l , to
avoid cuppirg $,hen installed on a rooL
During the pioneering era, eucalypts
ilere used to some extent as shingles
and shakes, but their often interlocked
grain made them diff icult to split. \\ ir\
sheoak is no\\ ' used in flooring and
panell ing, and, because of its suitabil ity
for steam-bcnding, \!as an attractive
species for beer barrels unti l the advent
ofthe aluminium keg. Itwas recognised
because of its appearance. and its
texture is moderatel_u- fine and even,
usually \! ith a straight grain.

But the shoeaks value as a feature
nood rvas to become more lvidel,r '
known. ln 1987, the \\A sheoak u';rs
recognised as a speciality t imber species
in the Timber Strategy developed b1,the
Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM). The public sheoak
resources are no\! 'managed by CALM as

part ol its integrated forest nanagement
, ,1 ( rJ t iuns .  Th is  rneans  l l r . r t  s l reork  i s
har-vested simultaneously rvith jarrah
and marri, though delivered separatelr-
lo th( mills. The har.,reslvtl volume is
3 000 cubic netres a year.

In 1989, CALM sought expressions of
interest for developing high-value added
products from 2 000 cubic metres of
sheoak to be made available each i,ear.
One of the more interesting expressions
of inlerest came from a Malaga-based
companr-, Inglewood Products Group
( lPC) .  wh ich  had been spec ia l i s ing
in n'ranufacturing ouidoor furniture and
joinery from jarrah. IPC s o[rners
proposed to aJrl shroak to lhe c"mni,ny s

l lup Icft: lltinncJ shrr'rk fultst rirsl .f

I  l \ rel l ingup l f tel  r  rnntrol lct l  huln.
I Phut0 I rrn(u :; i i0l i

f  i rol)r S.rwmil l  lor stnrkpi le nf sht 'rak.

l  
' lhe 

tree's irrcgul ir l  iorm presents
I J'rohlerns in si\ \ ' rni l l ing.
l)holo ' lern Jones

I Cvnlr< 1e4; Sheoirk horrds lf r'.rrious
I  l cngLhs  l nJ  t l imcns ions  he ing  r caJ i<L l
I fnr nroductirrn oi ruof shinAles l t
Whiteland Sa$'mil l ing in l lusselton.
I'hoto 'l'ern' Joncs

Itentre r i f i ! :  Slreork ronf shinglrs on
I the Old l lunbuln lJr ison.
I t 'h,, t , ,  Tt lrr,J,,n.-s

I  Ab , , ae ; : heoak  sh ing les  on  l he roo fo l
I  St Mln's church at l l rrsst lhrn.
I lhotr-,  
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and plantation species, is undergoing
continuous study, including logging
trials, storage, sawmill ing, drying,
machining, glueing, workabil ity, and
finishing. Workshops and seminars are
conducted in conjunction with the
timber industry to keep manufacturers,
distributors and users au,are of tne
technical issues associated with these
resources.

With ecologically sustainable
management of the forests being
undertaken by CALM on behalf of the
State, and successful market-driven
strategies by innovative sawmillers and
manufacturers, Western Australian
sheoak wil l increasingly be one of our
most highly prized timber species.

I Tbpi One of the ingenious outdoor
I tables designed by lPC. The design
I makcs use of the naturai taper of the
sheoak lrec while using short lengths of
timber, minimising waste.
Photo - Franco Scioli

I Aboae. A complete table anJ chair
I selting. Thc maximum length used in
I this setting is 900 mill imetres.
Photo -  Franco Scio l i

I left: Sheoak malc flower.
I Photo Andr(rv Brown
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'Conseroing the aestem ringtail
possum' tells a story of rehobilitation,
release and repopu lat ion.

Discouer the fascinating uorld of
'Starfish, Urchins and their Relatiues'
on page 10.
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ANN ST0RR|E... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
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THE SHEOAK,S TALE
TERRY IONE5.

CONSERVING THE WESTERN RINGTAIL
POSSUM
PAUL de ToREt SUZANNE Ro5|ER AND GoRDoN PAINE . 28

THE ART OF INTERPRETATION
GIL TIELD AND DAVID GOIJGH , .  .  .  36

FROM HERETO ETERNITY
NEVILLE |\4ARCHANI... . . . .  . .  .43

RUN, RABBIT
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Computers and the Intemet
are putting CALM\ Westem Australian
Herbarium uithin eosy reach of
researchers, students and uildflouer
enthusiasls. See'From Here lo Elemilg
on page 40.
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'The Art of Interpretation' on page 36
discusses hoa inlerprelers use o aoriel!
of techniques to enrich our experiences.

llhat haue rabbits done to our land qnd
uhat haue ue done about them? Find
out in'Run, Rabbit'on page 49.

Leam about e study of life in the
tropical mudllats of Roebuck Bag on
page 16.
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