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T H E  C U R R E N T  A N D
O F  W E S T E R N

F O R M E R  K N O W N  R A N G E
R I N G T A I L  P O S S U M

The former and current
of the westem ringtail

- Western Australian Museum
and unp!blished records); published

historic records; and
known and confirmed by authors.

nigrl.' Peppermint fringed by

.Karakamia Sanctuary

trces at Leschenault Peninsula,
An aerial view of Leschenault National Park

from its northern end.
- Paul de Tores

in the scats (droppings) and
of foxes. Although larger than

common ringtail possum of eastern
the western ringtail possum

within the range of medium sized
known to be susceptible to

Given this. and the demonstrated
value of fox control in

studies in Western Australia and
results fuom Locke Nature Reserrye.

it wx clear that fox control would be
required before embarking on further
releases of rehabilitated possums.

Leschenault is a narrow north- south
aligned peninsula approximately 11
kilometres long, with a 600 metre wide
neck at its northern end. This narrow
neck is the only possible point for
invasion by foxes. Fox control, through
'1080'baiting, began at Leschenault in
1991 and a monthly baiting program has
been maintained. '1080' poison does not
harm native wildlife, but is lethal to
introduced predators. Baiting is now
an integral part of CALM'S Western
Shield program (see 'Western Shield',
L NDSCOPE, Winter 1996).

FOUR CRITERIA
The long-term conservation goal of

the Leschenault release program was
to establish a new population of
western ringtail possums within secure
conservation estate and extend the
species range-a major step in the
recovery
species.

There
measure

process for any threatened

possums survive? Would they produce
young? Would the young survive to
sexual maturity and also produce
young? And would the population
increase and become self-sustaining?

Eight rehabilitated possums were
released on 30 September 1991. They

LEGEND

Former Distribution
(excluding subfossil records)

Current Known Distribution
(excluding recent ttanslocated
populations)

Former Distribution
(hisloric & WA Museum .ecords)

Cufient Distribution
(known exlant populations)

cufient Distribution
(recent WA Museum records)

r l

l l ] l

were four criteria used to
success. Would the released
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THE POPULATION GROWS
The tno criteria of producing young

were also met. This is best den])onstrated
with a case history-

A irm;rl< l, 'ssum rr' is orlhantJ in
summer 1991 92 as a result of cleaiing
to  esr ; rb l i sh  i r  r (s iJ f l r l i J l  Jeve lonment
in  Busse l lon .  Shc  rv ; ' s  res iu .  J  l r , 'm l l , .
site after her mother \\,as thought to
have b<<rr kil l<cl. \t lhrl sl: lgc, shr
u'as ;r smrll. iurreJ y^ung. \ 'eidhinS
annro \ in rn te l !  l ( l l l  d r . rn r : . : rnJ  r r ' t r  u  l r . l
normr l l l  be  rJepenJenr  on  her 'mo lh<r .

During the follo$ring eiglrt to nine
months, she \{as nurtured bv the carer
who lescued her. She uas init ially fed
with a dropper', graduated to a bottle.
anrl tv.,s thrn i<d tr i lh l trriclt of n.rlrve
p lJn l i .  f ' r cL lnn  l r  n i  n  t l \ '  l \ r l )11( fn r in t .

,i Aboue left: Ilarbara Jones and Kath
ii lleathrel securing a nest box in a mature
il pepperrrint. Nest boxss $,ere used as
relcase points for the init ial releases.
I'hoto l'aul de lbres

By Norrember 1992, she weighed 910
grims. She r' is frrleJ rrith ;r r;r,. l iu
collar and released at LeschenaLllt on
22 November 1992.

Subsequentll. she produced seven
young four females and three males.
The first was recorded in Mav 1993. He
too u,as eventuallv fitted tvith a radio
collar and n'as regularly recorded sharing
a drel'$,ith his mother He laier moved

ii Belou left: The |ftst recorded drey at
$ I-eschenault.
E I'hot{) - I'rnl de Torcs

; j ,46oee: Tualt tree in the l,udlorv |olest.
I  l ' l r u l u  l i l S i l s " n , l . ' \ l r m . , n  l r j r r : t ' , r r , 1 n . i ( .

from his mother's home range and
established a ter-ritor-r- three to tour
kilometres to the soLrth. ' lwo of the
femalc young i|ere rnoniiored unti l thel'
reached sexual maturitv. Both have no\\,
been r.ecorded Nith pouch young. Unlike
the mrle young, both females have stal 'ed
uithin their mother's home range.

On 2 August 1996, the rnothel i i ,as
found dead. She rvas ir.r n pepp€rmint

/ielr,4.'. .\ t\.piral Jrc! in ir netrndnninl
.t
il D ee.
r l  Phot{}  -  I ' ru l  de ' l in?s

l- trrra,,rr, 33
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' Ringtail Possum and Brushtail Possum
spotlight sightings at Lesche.narlt peninsulal e
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0n the basis of the success of the
releases, western ringtail possums have
now been released at Yalgorup National
Park, Karakamia Sanctuary and withrn
the northern jarrah forest south-east of
Dwellingup. Foxes are being controlled
at all sites.

The possums released at Karakamia
Sanctuary and the northern jarrah
forest were rehabilitated possums from
wildlife carers. The possums released at
Yalgorup National Park were from sites
scheduled for clearing at Busselton.
They were caught prior to clearing and
released \'\jithout being held in care.

The results from all sites are
promising, with young now recorded

I delo.r. The sunset silhouette of

I H:il:T"1'l;"flff""

I fopj An adult female western ringtail
I possum emerging from a tree hollow.
I Her young is visible in the hollow.
Photo - Paul de 'tores

|,46oue. Possum peering through
I eucalypt foliage.
I  Photo Ann Storr ie

leer ffgl 1ee6

I brushtail possum I

1997

I ringtail possum

from Karakamia and Yalgorup
National Park. If the releases are
as successful as Leschenault, we
can expect to establish several
new populations of the
western ringtail possum in ,
areas where it has become
locally extinct.

Paul de Tores is a research scientist with CALMScience Division and is based at thc
Wildlife Research Centre, Woodvale. He can be contacted by telephone on (08) 9405 5100
or email (pauld@calm.wa.govau).

Gordon Paine is a CALM volunteer. He has worked as regional veterinarian responsible
for tuberculosis and brucellosis eradication in beef herds in the northern part of South
Australia, and later brought his expertise to the western ringtail possum research program.

Wildlife carers have played a major role in the western ringtail possum release program and
special thanks are extended to Rita and Norval Watts, Cheryl Campbell, Beth Hastie,
Jill Davies (IOWA) and the members of FAWNA.

Rose Whitehust, Kath Trimmet and Noel Nannup contributed to the section on th€
Aboriginal names for the western ringtail possum.

The authors also thank Tony Friend agl Barbara Jones for their involvement
stage of the project, Creg Vojgt for onaoing assista&e, Gary Davidso0 and St

^ro"*o 35




