
\\c lt trolllre:)tsrl,l)xJ

strl J-rP-) 0t ualcl u)Jq

)Noqc setlaul 0? ol JSOIf
c \r \\rrN (loI )r.ll )LlI

It)l 
'pullo,lll 

lir,\ lt()^ sV/' \,2
\.,...--



I

There is more to

national parks,

rp<p ive< fn ro<t<

and recreattan

areas than a randam

.^11^ . t ; ^^  ̂{  ^1 .^+ .

animals and old

but ld tn ]S  Uut  haw

each eiement fits

together to create a

unrque heritage site ;s

often not obvious to

the casual visitoi. The

at+  ^ l  tn+ar^ ro+) r t ^n

l , ^ l - -  - l l  + L ^  ^ l ^ -  ^ ^ * -

t  a n c l  h a l a < , , <  < e a  h n . ,

they interact with one

another and with

^ '  ' , . ^1"^ .  I  l l t ;n ) ra l , '

r (  E r  r c u u r  d ( , E >  u >  ( u

appreciate and

care lor such

A \. K \.Duu\.,, ,,,,, ,, ,,,.' t t t t . r r ka \ t  
l o r c . ,  I  

r '  \  \ \ { f , :  
1 . , ,  .  .  . \  .  .

"  ' \ \ "  , . g , * . ' 1  , .  r .  ,  .  .  .

'r-\ thc at itlr\vriil rrr L\t rL,r,:rr .ul.lrLrrl,trr

._---;-. 
_. .



€ a{?l ol slJDls lraql Fur,{yrpour pue
Aurdola^ap ale sJalald.lalur ulapow

.lr loJ luaual?Jdal
P lou uorlela^al loJ sls^lplpt aq
plnoqs prpau a^rlaldralur aql pue
ralardralur aqJ raqloue ol {rrlsalpuel
e ro lequroM e a{rl lool lqElur ,uosrad

auo ol tueld ulFrr^ aql lo lupqdala
ue alrt {ool lqFru leqr\A ^lluaraJjrp
sturql aas IIe aM l€ql sr uoq?lardralur
j0 ad{l s[ll qlr^ uralqold aqtr .uo

os pup ,dlew urtll^ aql, ,,lupqdala aql,
a{rt saupu ua^ra aq plnor suorleurloJ
asaql 'dlluanbalJ .sarrnlual la^o alaql
padola^ap l?ql suoq?uroJ InJrapuoM
pue pJra^\ aql llp sn AutMoqs suals^s
a^m luaturuapu q8nolql sn lool oq,1
sapln8 rnol lrlsersnqlua pa.laluno3ua
a^eq ^plu an 'salls Furlrsrrr uaqm
'o8p sr?atr 'pauuar 3u!aq dllenurluor s!
uorlEaldlalul'uorle unuruoJ Jo sulloJ
lp a{rl aoa daql plnoqs rq l^oq lng

'Aurpuodsal olur sn a{o^o.rd
01 ̂lalrl ^el p ur pup sn ol lue^alal
$ lpql agen6u?l ur lr luasard pue tuols
aql dola^ap sralaldralur ,pa{ooq arp
ai aluo'alrs aEeluaq e uo a^rltads.lad
puosrad ? BurArF aloplaue s.aprna e
sr 1r sd?qlad .lalsod lo u3rs e ul lno(unq
^qJlpJ aulos aq lqarul lr ro ,op uef, a,1
gurqlauos lo t?aq am Fult]laruos ,aFeulr

lensr^ p Jq lqtluJ ll ..Iooq. e qllM slrqs
uoqEaldralur Fnlle aql Jo uFrsao

'aplnF pau!P4 e qt!^
srolrsr^ a^lo^u! fla^llJe ol sl ,{Fal?4s
uorlef,runuuot InJlaMod tsotu aql ln8
'qrqrqxa a^rltetalur,sa.rluaf, lolrslA
ur ^llerradsa'pup erJpnbp lo slrqrqxa
Fut^our 'oapr^ se qJns etpaur a^Iltp {Jl
's.,(eldsrp pu? sladpdsMau ro saurzeFeu
'slaueal rsalnL{lolq sp qlns erpaur

JrlEs ruo{ EurFuu saqrlrqlssod rtu?u.r
are araqJ uorl?ruloJur aql luasatd
ol ^\oq apttap ol sr dals lxau ar{J

.uaql 
ls? ol

qFnoua urroul p?q ̂aql Jr 
.palse a^eq

lqalu ^aql suorlsanb aql la sue oJ
i{Jrplnlql?d a.rour ,pup suotlsanb lraql
rar su? ol 'stolrs!^ 

lsaralur ol ^la{rl
are l?ql sauraql alpalJ ̂aql ,uonpuuoJur

srql Eurpualq dB.sanle^ slr raprsuof,
pue fuolsrq slr qll?asal ,aruerqru?

slr arualradxa-Jlaslr af,eld aql Mou{
ol la3 ot paau oslp s.lalald.lalul ',nuaul

aql uo, qu?fi aqs.lo aq l?q^,\ pu?

rdorsq{fl g€

,rauurp ol SururoJ s,ollt , r oul ol paau
^aql 'aJeld e Jo af,uauadxa s,lolrsl^ e
qluua dlaq uel slalaldlalur aloJag

sscNstuadxg
unol' uod )NINNV'Id

'ssatrold 
lnJ-tealJ lo aldrurs e sde,l lp

lou sl srqtr a^rsn4ur sauof,aq lr alojaq
uorlqardralur aql a)pl ol lej moq pu?
'aluarpne pup eale qJrqm ol alpr.ldolddp
sr uuoJ qlrq^ aprJap ol sr lalaldralur
aql Jo qot aql Jo Ued .lrsr^ ar\
ar?ld aqlJo asuauadxa lno Furqtuua ol
Futgnqr;1uot qf,?a-sarlr^rlre paprng
ro sa4uaf, .lolrsr^ 'slallaqs uorl?uuoJur
'suFls aplsllprl-uorlqard.ralur Jo ruroj
auios ralunof,ua JIrm no^,sa)eld asaql
]o ^ueur lV 'erlellsnv ulalsa^{
lnoqFnorql a{rl aql pu? sa^.rasar
auueu 's{led 

lpuoneu 
,salls uoqealf,al

Jo raqunu ^up lrsr^ upf, no^
'uaql AultPu?ur

pu? SurlJalold ol paururuo) auof,aq
osle a/vr 'a3Euaq pup luauuolr^ua lno
anFA ol ul?al t{luo }ou am,lnjssaf,3ns
sr lr Jl 

's.tolrs!^ sp a3uauadxa lno Jo
1no arou 1aF sn sdlaq 1l .at?lpaq pu?
luauruorr^ua rno ,o Furpuqsapun pue
uorlprf,aldd?'ssauar€,r? 8ultuequa dq
saf,uauadxa tslolrsr^ qJuua ol qaas ll
'sassaf,ord f,rjrluaI]s lo Jp.lnllnJ
Burur?ldxa Jo Ue aql sl uorlqardlalu

w.lvJ/saurlt latqlrw _ olorld
'sproM lnoqlM I

saqtuua lr 'aAIleJoAoJd os sl a)uJlradxJ I
aqJ'{le^{ dol ra.[ aq1:mo1ag I

alllols uuv _ olorld 'aplna paule4 P qll^{ aledDruPd
dla^rlre ol s! aJuauidx, a^tlardDlur t

InJDMod tsour aq1 rgengrueg f prurprlerpy ur !uqqlr11odg ;yz7 |

aujols uuv - oloqd
'alodlp^l rsau

{le A dol aa.U aql ol p?aqlrerl aql lE I
aJuauadxa tulqJuur ue o1 uorlelr,rur uy I

a6od snon d I



cooperative rather than prescriptive
approach to the enlightenment process.
Indeed, in many areas it's now considered
desirable to have interpretive-free zones,
where nature is left to speak for itself.

Let's take a look at some recent
examples of interpretation in action.

DISCOVERING THE FORESTS
The forest communities are a

major part of WAs natural heritage.
Interpreters have adopted a number of
different strategies and techniques
to interpret the forest to visitors.

For example, The Hills Forest (see
LANDSCOPE, Winter 1992 and Winter
1997) was designed to bring the forest
into the lives of city people. It is a
key component of the P€rth Outdoors
program and focuses on increasing
awareness and appreciation of the value
of the forest. The Hills Forest guided
activity programs are aimed at value
adding, so casual visitors to the forest
gain more from their visit.

For instance, a guide introduces the
theme of how native animals have
adopted a nocturnal lifestyle to avoid
the heat of the day, conserve body water
and reduce dependence on waterholes.
Participating in a spotlighting tour at
night, with the sight of nocturnal
animal eyeshine, can create a
memorable impression that enriches our
experience of this theme. Similarly, by
participating in Aboriginal dance and
song we can generate an empathy with
indigenous ceremony and celebration far
more successfully than by just watching.

The Forest Heritage Centre at
Dwellingup takes a different focus

when interpreting the forest to visitors,
and it targets a different audience.

It showcases and explains the fine
\ joodcraft products that come from
our forests. The combination of a fine
wood gallery, interpretive displays,
trails and the School of Wood brings
the jarrah forest alive to the visitor by
introducing the human element of
creativity and interactivity with our
forest environment and resources.

Taking these two facilities together
The Hills Forest explains why we value
our forests and the Forest Heritage
Centre looks at what we value.

In contrast, at Wellington Discovery
Forest a south-west 'Living Window'
ecomuseum module-the focus is on
the study of forest ecology and how we
manage the jarrah forest. Here, we go
on a journey along two walktrails and
see trailside signs that provide an

lTop lefl: lnnovalive trailhead signs at
I the Forest Heritage Centre.
I Dwellingup, borrow shape and colour
from the surrounding forest.

I lopr One of the interpretive sites along
I a trail at the Forest Heritage Centre,
I Dwellingup.

l,4bozer A diversity of display techniques
I offers something for everyone at the
I Forest Heritage Centre.
Photos - John Davies

explanation of how the forest is
managed for wood and wildlife.

Fadher south, near Pemberton, the
treetop fire towers of the Diamond Tree,
Gloucester Tree and the Bicentennial
Ttee provide an historical perspectrve
on managing forest f ires. The story is
told in display shelters at the base ofthe
trees, but th€ interyretive experience
for the brave (or foolhardy, depending
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Walk and focuses on our perspective
ftom the tingle forest floor. Leaf-shaped
plaques along the boardwalk entice us
to contemplate the experience.

The Valley of the Giants enriches
an exper ience lh rough chang ing
perspectives on the forest with
walktrails, the development of facilitres
and guided activities.

LOOKING AT WILDLIFE
Zoos, museums and wildlife parks

pr0vide us \\'ith an opportunity to see
and sometimes interact with native
animals, but they usually don't provide
the environmental context for us to
appreciate their natural habitat.
Current trends with both plants and
animals now focus on interpreting the
context as well as the content.

At the Perup Forest Ecology Centre,
near Manjimup, tour groups u,ho visit
or stay at the Wilderness Lodge can
enjoy a wildlife encounter on guided
spotlighting tours to seek native animals,
including five endangered species.

A similar program operates at
Dryandra near Narrogin. A recent
innovation there is a wildlife enclosure.
This is used for captive breeding of
endangered species to restock habitats
depopulated by foxes. When fox
populations have declined, following
extensive baiting with 1080, the newly
bred animals are reintroduced to their
original habitats. In this example,
the learning experience consists of
obsenral ion. presentrl. ion, demonsl ration
and intenction with wildlife researchers,
managers and interpreters, allwithin the
context of the woodland community.

OUR CUUTUML HERITAGE
Millstream HomesteadVisitor Centre,

in the Pilbara, interprets a rich and
varied past. This historic homestead is
an impressive sight. It is built close to a
wetland oasis of palms and paperbarks,
surrounded by an arid landscape of
spinifex and snappy gums.

From the outside, the building is the
homestead of the Gordon family. Inside,
displays in the rooms of the homestead
explore the concept of 'home'. The
Yinjibarndi room features an Aboriginal
bush shelter and demonstrates Aboriginal
l ifestyle and stories. A recording of a
Yinjibarndi elder's song recreates the
atmosphere of a bush camp of the distant

past. The early settlers'room simulates
entering a stockman\ hut similar to the
one found at the rear of the homestead.
The central room is a pastoralists lounge
room, complete with a photognph of an
original 1930s drawing of the homestead
and station by Doug Gordon when a
teenager. The rest of the room interprets
the ecology of the Millstream-Chichester
National Park's natural communitres
-the homes of the wildlife.

The interpretation tells the park's
stories its natural history, cultural
history and historic events-and the
site provides the context for the
interpretation. The homestead allows
the use of interpretive media that could
not be used outdoors, such as video,
exhibits, artefacts and dioramas. These
create a multi dimensional experience
of home from the perspective of an
Aborigine, an early settlet a stockman,
a homestead family and wildlife.

Western Australia's landscapes,
forest, wildlife, historic or cultural
heritage can all be interpreted to
enhance the appreciation oftheir value.
Without interpretation, they are at
risk of being undervalued and could
ultimately be lost.

We define our heritage in the things
we want to keep. To keep it, we have to
value it. That is what the art of
interpretation does in many of Western
Australia's natural places: it gently adds
to our experience of the site, often
unintrusively, in the firm belief that we
will not only enjoy the moments we
spend communing with our natural
heritage, but wil l also care for it.

I fopj Milyering Visitor Cenlre exemplif ies
I the 'body language' of interpretive
I design. WiLh its energy-efficient,
solar-powered, rammed earth architecture
it blends in with its surroundings.

l,46oue; Millslream Homesteal Visilor
I Centre in Lhe Pilbrr:r revitalises a
I pioneering family homestead by
expanding the concept of 'home'.
Photos DennisSarson/LochmanTtansparencles

Gil Field iasenior Interp(etation Officer in

_ CALM's Visit6r Interpretation Section (part of
the Park, Planning, Tourism and Recleation

Division). He can be_contacted on (08)9334 0580
or by€mail (gilf@calm.wa.gov,au).

David Cough is Editor ol LANDSCOPE and can
be cohtacted on (08) 9389 8644 or by

email (davidg@calm.wa.gov.au).
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'Conseroing the aestem ringtail
possum' tells a story of rehobilitation,
release and repopu lat ion.

Discouer the fascinating uorld of
'Starfish, Urchins and their Relatiues'
on page 10.
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ANN ST0RR|E... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

THE TEEMING IVIUD OF ROEBUCK BAY
THEUNIS PIERSMA, GRANT PEARSON AND MARC LAVATEYE, ,16

THE SHEOAK,S TALE
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Computers and the Intemet
are putting CALM\ Westem Australian
Herbarium uithin eosy reach of
researchers, students and uildflouer
enthusiasls. See'From Here lo Elemilg
on page 40.
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'The Art of Interpretation' on page 36
discusses hoa inlerprelers use o aoriel!
of techniques to enrich our experiences.

llhat haue rabbits done to our land qnd
uhat haue ue done about them? Find
out in'Run, Rabbit'on page 49.

Leam about e study of life in the
tropical mudllats of Roebuck Bag on
page 16.
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