Salinity problems in the
Esperance region are about
to be tackled through a
major tree-planting
exercise.

The Department of
Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) is
extending its maritime
pines planting project as
part of its commitment to
tackling saiinity throughout
the south-west of Australia.

The project is a key
initiative under the State
Government's Salinity
Action Plan, and aims to
establish 150,000 hectares of
maritime pines in the
medium rainfall zone.

A feasibility study carried
out by CALM reveals that
500,000 hectares could
support commercial
maritime pine crops in this
zone.

This may appear
ambitious, until one notes
that the French were

CALM's Dive & Snorkel
Sites in Western Australia
has been so widely
acclaimed by divers,
snorkellers, and the diving
industry as a whole (sold out
within two years and now in
its second print run), that it
has led to a second book.

More Dive & Snorkel Sites
in Western Australia
describes 46 new sites that
offer a range of experiences
from easy snorkelling
(suitable for the whole
family) to more challenging
hoat dives that would
appeal to experienced
SCUBA divers.

As CALM is involved in
establishing a marine park
proposed for Jurien Bay,
More Dive & Snorkel Sites
describes dives around this

planting maritime pines to
combat soil erosion and
waterlogging in the
Bordeaux region as far back
as the 1780s. Today, France
has some one million
hectares of maritime pines
that support a multi-billion-
doliar industry, employing
30,000 people.

Maritime pines not only
have a major impact in
combating salinity by

drawing down water tables,
they can also provide a
resource for a future
regional timber industry.

CALM scientists estimate
that there are about 85,000
hectares in the 400-600-
millimetre rainfall belt in the
Esperance region that would
be suitable for maritime
pine tree crops, and could
be integrated into existing
farming operations.

MORE DIVE & SNORKEL SITES

region. Sites at Dampier
Archipelago, Mandurah,
Albany and Esperance—
regions not covered in the
first book—have also been
included. Rottnest Island
Marine Reserve and the
Marmion, Shoalwater
Islands, Shark Bay and
Ningaloo Marine Parks are
all revisited, with entirely
new sites described.

The many people who
contacted CALM to tell of
magnificent sites other than
those appearing in its first
book are gratefully
acknowledged, and many of
their suggestions appear in
More Dive & Snorkel Sites.

The new hook is presented
in the same style as Dive &
Snorkel Sites of Western
Australia, which won the

Media Category of the
1997 Western Australian
Tourism Awards in
recognition of its
contribution to the
development and
promation of diving
tourism.

So enjoy More Dive
& Snorke! Sites of
Western Australia,
then grab a mask,
fins and snorkel or
SCUBA gear to
discover the
colourful world
beneath the ocean.

The book costs
$14.95 and is
available from
most bookshops and
newsagents, as well as
CALM offices throughout
WA, or it may be ordered
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RING THE ESPERANCE SALT PROBLEM WITH TREES

It is expected that the
first 500 hectares will be
planted on about 10 farms
in the winter of 1999, when
CALM will also introduce its
'supplementary species’
program, through which it
will make available native
species that can be
incorporated into farm
landcare programs.

Some of these species,
such as sandalwood, have
significant environmental as
well as commercial
benefits—especially in
protecting wetlands and
other areas of high
conservation value.

CALM will be working in
tandem with an enthusiastic,
committed and progressive
tree crops movement in
Esperance, and the
extension of the maritime
pines project will give many
more farmers a golden
opportunity to become
involved in farm forestry.

direct from CALM’s
NatureBase web site at:
http:/fiwww.calm.wa.gov.au
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With increased numbers of travellers,
the Canning Stock Route is in need of
some TLC. See ‘A Track Winding Back’
on page 10.

Can WA's sharefarming plantations
also help fight greenhouse gases?
See ‘Farming Carbon’ on page 17.

The job of a CALM Wildiife Officer is as
much about dealing with people as it is

‘On the Wild Side’ on page 23.

The Esperance Lakes Nature Reserves
are a haven for water birds and a
significant infernational wetiand, See
‘Picture the Lakes’ on page 36.
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There are billio% of tiny white shells lining

But why are fhere s0 many concentrated

C 0 v E R

T wreatts irvta the Western Shield
program ind afready three WWeston
Australian nolive species ime bea
brovaht back: from the-edae af
wxfrnciion, drd olfiers dre
groiig irr aburdance;
Bounecing Bock, on page 28,
fnaks al the swecesses of thi
frst o pearsand at iwhery
e frepe to e i the !um nf""
e cimitary: .

flifistvation

=
|

LANDSCOPE

VOLUME FOURTEEN NUMBER 1, SPRING1998

F E

A T U R E S5
ATRACK WINDING BACK

MANDY CLEWS.... ... 1
FARMING CARBON
SYD SHEA.... A e 7
ON THE WILD SIDE
DAVID MEL L it b

BOUNCING BACK
KEITH MORRIS, ROGER ARMSTRONG, PETER ORELL

AND MITZIVANCE.. .. ..o ceereeveeseersenesmssesnssonesenses 28
PICTURE THE LAKES

MARGARET KIERATH AND KLAUS TIEDEMANN. ....coccveserre 36
PEOPLE PROTECTING PLANTS

ANDREW BROWN... et m— e 1

UNEARTHING THE SECRETS OF SHELL BEACH
PADDY BERRY & PHILLIP PLAYFORD.... oo 49

R E G U L A R 5§
BUSH TELEGRAPH........... oo
ENDANGERED
ALBATROSSES.......ccoccrrcncece e ersesmssnsesesesesesssssssnen 33
URBAN ANTICS
CHESS KNIGHTS IN ARMOUR. .....ooccvosrorescsrscssssnessnnssreess 34

Executive Editor: Ron Kawalilak

Managing Editor: Ray Bailey

Editor: David Gough

Story Editers: Mandy Clews, Verna Costello, David Gough,

Nigel Higgs, Mitzi Vance, Penny Walsh

Scientific/technical advice: Andrew Burbidge, lan Abbott, Paul Jones
and staff of CALM's Science and Information Division

Design and production: Tiffany Aberin, Maria Duthie, Sue Marais
Illustration: lan Dickinson, Gooitzen van der Meer

Marketing: Estelle de San Miguel = (08) 9334 0296 Fax: (08) 9334 0498
Subscription enquiries: = (08) 9334 0481 or (08) 9334 0437

Colour Separation by Colaurbox Digital

Printed in Western Australia by Lamb Print

© 135N 0815-4465. All material copyright No part of the contents of the publication
may be reproduced without consent of the publishers

Visit LANDSCOPE onlire an cur award-winning Internet site
NatureBase at hitp://www.calm.wa.gov.au/

Published by Cr § Shea, Executive Director
Department of Conservation and Land Management,
50 Hayman Road, Como, Western Australia

F

LANDSCOPE 3





