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.~ STUDENTS ADOPT A WESTERN SWAMP TORTOISE

A western swamp tortoise
named Yakkinn is helping
scientists study the species’
habits, thanks to students
from North Tom Price and
Kambalda primary schools,
who raised a total of $350
for a radio transmitter to
track the animal's
movements.

The North Tom Price
students heid an Out-of-
Uniform Day, paying for the
privilege with donations.

Interest in the western
swamp tortoise came about
as a result of primary school
teacher Heather Stephens
and the students
coordinating an Internet
book review of Yakkinn the
swamp tortoise—The Most
Dangerous Year, by Gerald
and Guundie Kuchling.

Schools across Australia
and one in Canada took
part. One outcome of the

review was the decision
to adopt Yakkinn and raise
funds for the transmitter.

Yakkinn was one of
about 30 western swamp
tortoises bred at Perth
Zoo and released at Twin
Swamps Nature Reserve in
Bullsbrook in August 1998.

The Director of CALM’s
WA Threatened Species
and Communities Unit, Dr
Andrew Burbidge, said
that it was always difficult
to raise all the funds
needed for nature
conservation work.

“To show our appreciation,
we'll provide the students
with regular updates on the
Twin Swamps’ tortoise
colony, and on Yakkinn's
progress in particular,” Dr
Burbidge said.

A small proportion of
translocated tortoises may
be taken by predators such
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as ravens. Sometimes, too,
the miniature transmitters
fail.

“"While such losses are
upsetting, the students
accept this, keeping their
minds on the big picture—
the survival of the
threatened species as a
whole,” Dr Burbidge said.

The re-introduction of
western swamp tortoises to
Twin Swamps Nature
Reserve is being carried cut
by Dr Gerald Kuchling, of
the University of Western
Australia's Zoology
Department, on behalf of
the Western Swamp
Tortoise Recovery Team.
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With increased numbers of travellers,
the Canning Stock Route is in need of
some TLC. See ‘A Track Winding Back’
on page 10.

Can WA's sharefarming plantations
also help fight greenhouse gases?
See ‘Farming Carbon’ on page 17.

The job of a CALM Wildiife Officer is as
much about dealing with people as it is

‘On the Wild Side’ on page 23.

The Esperance Lakes Nature Reserves
are a haven for water birds and a
significant infernational wetiand, See
‘Picture the Lakes’ on page 36.

the: 550 km Stell Beach in Shark Bay.

here? Fmd out more ‘on page 49,

about protecting our native wildlife. See
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