
. HPAR.ETH5UB E L GB
STUDENTS ADOPT A WESTERN SWAIUP TORTOISE

A western swamp tortoise
named Yakkinn is helping
scientists study the species'
habits, thanks to students
from North Tom Price and
Kambalda primary schools,
who raised a total of $350
for a radio transmitter to
track the animal's
movementS.

The North Tom Price
students held an Out-of-
Uniform Day, paying for the
privilege with donations.

lnterest in the western
swamp tortoise came about
as a result of primary school
teacher Heather Stephens
and the students
coordinating an Internet
book review of Yakkinn the
swamp tortoise The Most
Dangerous Yea4 by Gerald
and Guund ie  Kuch l ing .

Schools across Australia
and one in Canada took
part. One outcome of the

review was the decision
to adopt Yakkinn and raise
funds for the transmitter

Yakkinn was one of
about 30 western swamp
tortoises bred at Perth
Zoo and released at Twin
swamps Nature Reserve in
Bu l lsbrook  in  August  1998.

The Director of CALM'5
WA Threatened Species
and Communi t ies  Un i t ,  Dr
Andrew Burb idge,  sa id
that it was always diff icult
to  ra ise  a l l  the  funds
needed for nature
conservation work.

"To show our appreciation,
we'l l provide the students
wi th  regu la r  updates  on  the
Twin Swamps' tortoise
colony, and on Yakkinn's
progress in particulat" Dr
Burb idge sa id .

A sma ll proportion of
translocated tortoises may
be taken by predators such

as ravens. Sometimes, too,
the miniature transmitters
fa i l .

"While such losses are
upsetting, the students
accept this, keeping their
minds  on  the  b ig  p ic tu re-
the survival of the
threatened species as a
who le , "  Dr  Burb idge sa id .

The re-introduction of
western swamp tortorses to
Twin Swamps Nature
Reserve is being carried out
by  Dr  Gera ld  Kuch l ing ,  o f
the University of Western
Aust ra l ia 's  Zoo logy
Department, on behalf of
the Western swamp
Tortoise Recovery Team.

Ai oui information centre in Fremantle,

WA Ncrlur:olly, we can proudly show you

WA's nationai parks-and our forests,

flowers, wildlife, marine parl<s,

conservation reserves/ and m0re.

You' l l  f ind brochures,  books,

and nalure-based toJr ism informat ion.

And i f  you l i l<e tomputers,  you can c l ic l<

away on our internet site, NatureBase-

All yours to browse. Free. Natural y.

47 Henry Street, Fremantie
Phone (08) 9430 8600 Fax (0a) 9430 &699
Open 10-5.30 every day except luesdays
http ://wwwcal m.wa. gov.au

ll
t,,tllrscurr: I



LANDSCOPE
VOLUME FOURTEEN NUMBER 1, SPRINGl998

With increased numbers of trauellers,
the Canning Stock Route is in need of
some TLC. See 'A Tlack Winding Back'
on page 10.

The job of a CALIvI Wildlife Officer is as
much about dealing uith people as it is
about protecting our natiue wildlife. See'0n the Wild Side' on page 23-
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The Esperonce Lakes Nature Reserues
are a hauen for water birds and a
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'Picture the Lokes'on page 36.
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