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Association and the Heritage Council of
Western Australia--under whose
auspices the Canning Stock Route had
been integrated into the WA Heritage
Trails Network (set up in 1987 under
Australia's Bicentennial gnnts prognm).
Also among the stakeholders in the
future of the Route u,ere a number of
in,l ividual users. These included Eric
and Ronele Card four wheel drive
enthusiasts who first visited the Route
in 1980 and who have since made it the
basis o[ a successful four wheel drive
tounng company.

Late in 1996, these agencies and
individuals came together with the
already-established Tread Lightly!
organisation to form a working party to
address the land use issues facing the
Canning Stock Route. By September
1997, the working party had evolved
into Track Care Western Australia
(lncorporated), a body that is now
setting new standards for the
coordinated management of the Route
and other trails like it. To date, Track
Care has organised and overseen a
major clean up along the track and
coordinated fundraising to improve
facil it ies there. Its committee members,
who represent a range of stakeholders

across a variety of land uses, have also
workshopped a draft management plan
for the track.

AN HISTORIC TRACK
The Canning Stock Route's story

began with 'red \{ater fever', a tick-
borne disease endemic in East
Kimberley cattle. The animals were
forbidden from being driven through
the West Kimberley and Pilbara regions
for fear of spreading the disease.
Pastoralists had to ship the cattle

south, at great cost and
inconvenience. A total
quarantine of East Kimberley
cattle in the early 1900s led to
lobbying by pastoralists in the
region, u,ho convinced State
leaders that an inland cattle
run would enable the stock to
be brought south, while
eliminating the ticks, which
would not survive the harsh
desert conditions. In 1906,
a survey party under the
leadership of Alfred Wernam
Canning was sent to establish

the route between Wiluna in the centre
and Halls Creek to the north. In 1908,
Canning returned to the site with a
construction crew to establish water
points along the route.

By the end of the 1950s, the route
had had its day as a cattle run, as more
modern means of transport took over.
But the Canning Stock Route, with its
system of wells, was still convenient for
inland travel by Aboriginal people,
pastoralists, mining and exploration
expeditions, and a handful ofrecreational
users.

In 1980, four wheel-drive enthusiasts
Eric and Ronele Card first visited the
track and were bowled over by the
experience. They began travelling there
frequently. and got the red dust in their
veins. By 1986, they had established a
touring company, Western Desert
Guides, with the Canning Stock Route as
their main focus. They soon became very
familiar with the Route, so much so that
when Western Australia's Heritage
Committee decided to include it in ihe
network of WA Heritage Trails, Eric and
Ronele were approached to collaborate
in erecting the interpretive signs along
its length. [t was a project they
undertook with great satisfaction.

But although there were signs
politely directing travellers to behave
responsibly, and although the Gards
carried out what maintenance they
could, there was no overall coordinated
management program for the track. By
the 1990s, the numbers using the track
brought the potential environmental
problems to the forefront, and it was
clear some intervention was needed.

I top nglrl: Thring Rock, an
I imposing feature on the
I Gibson Desert landscape.
Photo Steve Sadler

I These two common desert
I dwellers - thorny devil
I labooe left) and perentie
(Ier?) - are often seen
crossing the track or basking
in the hot sun nearby.
Photo - Anne Storrie
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neu spirit of shared care and
responsibil i ty on the Route.

Toilet facil i t ies at Durba Springs
had long been a problem. After a
tak ing  co l lec l i ve  respons ib i l i t y  i t r l  rh is
most basic of human functions in the
bush goes against human nature. and
th is  i loureJ  camning  sp lL  J<rp  in
the Litt le Sandy Desert \\ 'as becoming
overurhelmed by people pressure. The
old drop pit toilet uras frequently f i l led
to  over f lo$ , ing ,  and campers  were
resorting to using the area behind the
main  c ; ,n tp ing  ; r l ra  as  ln  open a i r
bush toilet. The result was a camping
area o f  ques t ionab le  hyg iene and
safety, surrounded with the ugl),

evidence of trails of toilet paper.
Track Care took the init iative of

planning. fundraising, purchasing and
install ing a composting toilet at the
s i te .  The V ic to r ian  bu i l t  'Ro ta loo ' ,

specially designed for remote and arid
conditions. renders u'aste material into
tno f fens ive  (oml .os l ,  \ \ ' i l h  the  a id  o i . r
sol;rr powered extraction fan. The
organisation took on a massive
fundraising effort to raise the $17,000
necessary to complete the project.
Support came from 22 out of 24 tour
companies and a long list of sponsors
including four-lvheel-drive associations
and clubs, a major vehicle distributor.
and a host of business and individual

donors. A painting of Durba Springs
was donated for a raffle and support
from volunteers poured in.

Easter rvas not the best t ime of ve.rr
to be travell ing in the desert, \\ ' i th
temperatures sti l l  high and bush fl ies at
their i l 'orst. Nevertheless, a party of 19
vo lun teers ,  inc lud ing  veh ic les  and
labour on loan from the Navy and Army,
made its ir'ay inland. On the first day,
the site Nas cleared, holes were dug,
concrete \das mixed by hand, large
rocks rvere collected and hammered
into aggregate, and quantit ies of water
rvere carried from the spring nearly 200
metres away. The frenzy of activity
continued for another lhree da1,s, il'ith

T R E A D  L I G H T L Y  A N D  T R A C K  C A R E

A rocky road is a fitting metaphor for the course that brought Tread
Lightly! and Track Care into being. Relations between four-wheel-drive
organisations and the Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM), in which many four-wheel-drive areas are
vested, were not always harmonious. But out of early conflict emerged
Tread Lightly! and Track Care, and a new era of understanding and
cooperation between land management authorities and four-wheel-
drive organisations. The Canning Stock Route clean-up serves as an
outstanding example of this new partnership, and Track Care will soon
be expanding in scope to encompass other four-wheel-drive tracks in
WA, such as the Holland Track in the southern Wheatbelt and the Len
Beadell roads that network their way through the desert country

Track Care welcomes enquiries from prospective members. For further
information, contact the committee on (08\ 9341 2524.
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With increased numbers of trauellers,
the Canning Stock Route is in need of
some TLC. See 'A Tlack Winding Back'
on page 10.

The job of a CALIvI Wildlife Officer is as
much about dealing uith people as it is
about protecting our natiue wildlife. See'0n the Wild Side' on page 23-
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Con WAb sharefarming plantations
abo help fight greenhouse gases?
See 'Foming Carbon' on page 17.

The Esperonce Lakes Nature Reserues
are a hauen for water birds and a
significant intemational wetland, See
'Picture the Lokes'on page 36.

URBAN ANTICS
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t nere are o uons oI ny unue snet6 unmg
the'150-km Shell Beach in Shark Bag.
Bul wltg are lhere so rytanU concentraled
here? Find oul mor'e on pqqe 49.
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