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from wildllovrr collecting to rrafficking in wild animak,
wildlife is open to all manner of commercial exploitation, some of it legal, rome of

it not, and all of it subject to strid regulation. The Depanment of (onseryation and land
l{anagement (CAII.|) ha the role of enturing compliance with the lawr that prot€d Western

Aurtralial wildlife, and for fttl,l! 30-strong team of wildlife officeru, protecting wildlife in the
bush is more about dealing with people than vith animah.
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blue green algae poisoning, capturing
and re locr t ing  c rocod i l rs .  o r  dea l ing
with mass strandings of cetaceans.

Wildlife officers also have a
responsibil i ty to educate the public to
minimise harm from dangerous
fauna-this may include school talks on
appreciating wildlife, and various
strategies to protect people from
swoon ing  magp ies  dur ing  breer . l ing
seasons. They also monitor Western
Australia's conservation estate to ensure
that wildlife is not disturbed by human
activity.

LOOKING OUT FOR THE
WHALES

One area of increasing importance
in  p ro lec t ing  and conser . , r ing  w i ld l i fe  i s
in the whale-rvatching industry. Whale
watching tourism has undergone rapid
growth in recent years. As whale
populations have gradually increased,
migrating animals are 'stopping off '
more  o l len  on  th ( i r  journey .  ca l l ing  in
at sheltered points along the south
coast and near Perth. Consequently,
migrating whales are becoming more
and more accessible to boatloads of
tounst5.

While public fascination with whales
may be good news for marrne
(onserva t ion ,  r r ,ha les  are  sens i t i ve
animals and care has to be taken,
particularly with mothers and calves, to
ensure they are not disturbed by
carelessly navigated boats. Every whale-
watching tour operator requires a
licence. This sets oui strict conditions,
including a minimum distance to be
maintained from the animals and how
to approach them so as to minimise the
disturbance. CALM's wildlife officers
liaise closely with the industry,
maintaining regular contact with
operators from the moment Ihey receive
their l icenses.

New licensees are personally briefed
by a wildlife officer to ensure they
understand the terms ofthe l icence and
to give them the opportunity to ask
questions. Officers then arrange times
to go out on the operators' boats to glve
them in-the-field advice about how to
comply with the conditions. Once the
licensees are in operation, wildlife
officers carry out a program of
monitoring at sea. Where necessary
they may board boats to speak to

|,4boi,,e. Cockatoo nests are
I checkctl regularly by
I wildlife officers in the fight
against i l legal nest robbing
and bird trafficking.
Photo MD( l,awrence

I R&[l. As part of a stratcgy
I to incrcase the chanrc of
I sur"uival for stranded
whales, wildlife officers ask
volunteers to adopt a rvhale
until its release.
Photo Jiri Lochman

T

operators to remind them about the
regulations. Wildlife officers also talk to
boat operators' cl ients about whale
behaviour, biology and natural history,
and are often asked to demonstrate the
recording and playback of humpback
whale songs using a hydrophone.
Finally, CALM conducts an annual
seminar for whale watching tourism
operators, bringing them up to date
with any new regulations and any new
scientif ic information that may be
useful to pass on to clients.

Whale-watchinS industry l iaison
works well, because it is in the interest
of operators for the whales to be

behaving as naturally as possible. Any
behaviour that upsets the whales courc
in the first instance make for dangerous
conditions on the water, and eventually
could drive the whales away, and with
them, the commercial viabil ity of the
industry. Other areas where wildlife
officers maintain industry l iaison
include kangaroo management,
crocodile farming, emu farming,
wildflower collection and aviculture.
Similar principles apply, with officers
making sure regulations are clearly
understood, and then keeping a friendly
eye on operations to ensure people
abide by them.
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are made in the best interests of the
animals so that their suffering is not
prolonged.

STRANGE BUT TRUE
One thing can be said for the'ups

and downs' of protecting wildlife:
there's never a dull moment. One
lesson wildlife officers learn very early
in their training is not to rely on the
identif ication skil ls of well meaning
people. ln any given year, they take
thousands of telephone calls that

remind them ofthis fact, and their tales
could fi l l  a book.

For example, a caller rang wildlife
officers with a complaint that she could
not go to work because it required
walking past 'deadly birds'. It turned
out that nesting swallows in the eaves
of the office building were dropping
down to escape and fly away as people
approached. The caller had just
watched the famous Hitchcock film
The Birds on video and believed she
was being attacked by a deadly pack of

birds. Another caller rang to
say there was an 'all igator'

under her car, which turned
out to be a bobtail skink.
Another excited caller rang
saying he had just captured 'a

deaih adder with legs', another
bobtail skink.

Wildlife officers also
received reports of a seal living
in Lake Monger, in the middle
of the Perth metropolitan area.
Despite assurances that this
was highly unlikely, the
callers were insistent. An
investigation revealed the
culprits to be large male
musk ducks, an unusual-
looking species that sits low in
the water.

In other incidents, a
reported stranded dolphin on a
Perth beach turned out to be a
dead groper, seven stranded
'baby seals' on a beach at
Safety Bay turned out to be sea

slugs that had washed ashore, and a
huge deadly snake on a doormat
threatening a panicky caller was a wall
skink (wall skinks grow to only 10
centimetres in length).

Nevertheless, wildlife officers
cannot afford to become cynical about
their work. They remember the
incident of the Albany dugong. A report
that a dead dugong had been washed up
on a beach near Albany, several
thousand kilometres away from its
normal habitat in the warm, shallow
tropical waters of the north-west,
seemed unbelievable. When the local
wildlife officer went to check, he was
able to confirm that the unfortunate
animal was indeed a dugong. It must
have been brought down the coast in
the Leeuwin current, which swept it
around the Cape and deposited it on a
beach east of Albany.

It was a thought-provoking
experience, one that served to remind
wildlife officers of the variabil ity of
the work they do, and the endless
poss ib i l i t i es  w i ih in  i t .  Wi ld l i fe
officers certainly don't want people to
be discouraged from reporting what
they see happening just because they
think they might not be taken
ser ious ly .  Noth ing  is  d iscounted ;
anything is possible, and things turn
up in the strangest places. It 's all in a
day's work.

lAboue left: Reptiles. such as this caryet
I plthon, are a prime targel for the black
I market. When apprehended by wildlife
officers, reptile traffickers are charged
and may be subject to heaqr penalties.
Photo - Ma\ Lawrence

I Lef. Not 'death adders with legs' or
I baby all igators, but harmless bobtail
f skinks. Wildlife officers are keen to
educate the public about our native
wildlife.
Photo Babs & Bert Wells/CALM
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With increased numbers of travellers,
the Canning Stock Route is in need of
some TLC. See 'A Tlack Winding Back
on pqge 10.

The job of a CALM Wildlife Officer is as
much about dealing uith people as it is
about protecting our natiue wildlife. See'On the Wild Side' on page 23-
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Can WA\ sharefarming plantations
also help fight greenhouse gases?
See 'Farming Carbon' on poge 17.

The Esperance Lakes Nature Reserues
are a hauen for uqter birds and a
sigmificont intemational wetland. See
'Picture the Lakes' on page 36.

Therp are billiors of tinu uhite shells lining
the'150-km Shell Beach in Shark Bag.
But whg ate lhere so ryan! concenlraled
here? Find 

,ou,t 
mort: on page 49.
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