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Since its successful launch
in June 1993, the BankWest
LANDSCOPE Conservation
Visa Card has provided
funding for several important
nature conservation projects
in Western Australia.

Thanks to Visa cardholders,
11 impoertant conservation
projects were funded in
1997-1998. Here are
descriptions of a few; others
are still in progress.

0On the mainland, the
spiny-tailed skink (Egernia
stokesii badia) has suffered a
considerable decline over
the past century as a
consequence of land
clearance, and has been
officially listed as Threatened,
and ranked as Endangered.
Funding saw a project
carried out by the Western
Australian Museum of
Natural Science, which
indicated that the animal is
still present over a large part
of its known range in the
central northern Wheatbelt,
as far east as Kalannie. All
the records were in York
gum woodland, where the
best habitat had numerous
hollow logs and no grazing
by stock.

Some caves in Yanchep
National Park contain
unigue communities of
equally unique species of
invertebrate freshwater
organisms. One minute
species of crustacean has
been listed as Threatened
and ranked as Critically
Endangered. Understanding
the relative water levels in
the caves Is an Important
step to managing the water
needs of these communities,
which are under considerable
threat because of falling
water tables. The results of a
recent Visa card-funded
survey will help CALM
implement an Interim
Recovery Plan for the species.

A small area of bushland
beside Johnson Road,
Kwinana, is managed by
CALM, mainly fer the
canservation of the
threatened swamp donkey
orchid {Diuris micrantha}.
The population has been
declining, but Visa card
funding has provided rabbit-
proof netting, which CALM
staff attached to the existing
ring-lock fence. This should
prevent further damage to
the plants.

The Talbot Road reserve is
an important area of
remnant bushland in
Stratton, a Perth suburb. The
reserve contains two
threatened ecological
communities ranked as
Critically Endangered, and a
population of the threatened
grand spider orchid
(Caladenia huegelif). A
management plan being
written for the area is a joint
effort by the Shire of Swan,
Friends of Talbot Road,
Blackadder-Woodbridge
Catchment Management
Group, the Fire and Rescue
Service and CALM.
Information on the
occurrence and distribution
of dieback disease, caused by
Phytophthora cinnamomi, is
considered highly important
for future management of
the area, and the Visa card
funded a dieback survey by
experts from CALM.

Many populations of the
Critically Endangered
Wongan cactus (Daviesia
eupherbicides) have
declined or disappeared,
partly because of the species’
short life span. This cactus
regenerates from seed only
after soil disturbance or fire,
so funding was used to have
a gravel pit in the Elphin
Nature Reserve near YWongan
Hills ripped, and topsoil
spread over it to help
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stimulate seed germination.
This will be monitored along
with the planting out of
seedlings of the Wongan
cactus, raised at Kings Park
and Botanic Garden from
seed collected nearby.

Visa card funding has
enabled the production of
13 colour posters, each on a
Critically Endangered plant
species. They are being
displayed in areas near
where populations of the
plants are known or
thought to occur, in venues
where local people are
likely to see them, and are
part of a public awareness
campaign that includes the
use of local media.

Gilbert’s potoroo,
rediscovered only a few
years ago at Two Peoples

s

Bay Nature Reserve, is
Australia’s most
endangered native
mammal. A grant helped
purchase equipment for
monitoring the
behaviour of animals in
the captive-breeding
colony, where breeding
success has been lower
than desirable. Edith
Cowan University student
Kylie Burke carried out a
behavioural study,
followed up later by a
detailed study of the
animal’s reproductive
behaviour. It seems that
Gilbert's potoroos may be
monogamous, and the
females are very choosy
when selecting mates!
However, a joey was

| conceived during the study.
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The research has contributed

significantly to knowledge
of the reproductive
behaviour of the species,
and will have implications
for managing the colony.
Sony Australia Limited
also contributed to this
work by lending some

You're tetrific. Thanks to you and the LANDSCOPE Conservation Visa Card -
from BankWest, the Gouldian finch's threatened habitat at Pumpkin Spring :
is increasingly protected. Your support—and this card—are helping other
~ threatened species and ecological communities: the dwarf bee orchid, Gilbert's
potoroo, mound spring communities, the western spiny-tailed skink etc.
But we still need sponsors. If you're opening an account, why not make it I
the world's most accepted credit card—and save a threatened flower or animal
while you're about it? The card won't cost you a cent. Each time you buy
something with it, BankWest makes a contribution to CALM's Endangered
Species Fund, and the good work can continue.
Just fill in the coupon, or phone the BankWest Helpline on 13 17 18.
RS o aE WO
YES—Please send me more information about the LANDSCOPE Conservation Visa Uarid o

IName ot e i R i R 1 Lt i 14 | e o8 ] (45 3 LY s w3 b s ek A S o e 4 v

i -'].

o POSECOAR it

T ELEGWRAUPH

Above: Spiny-tailed skink
Photo — Ric How/WA Museum

specialised equipment.

For further information on
the BankWest LANDSCOPE
Conservation Visa Card,
please see below.
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SMALL STEPS TO SAVE SALMON GUMS

PATRICK PIGOTT... SO
WHAT ABOUT THE ANIMALS?

BRENT JOHNSON & KEITH MORRIS.....c.cccceercccrecces verrmrnnsni21

Just when everyone thought it was
extinct, this small mammal suddenly DIBBLERS

reappeared See ‘Dibb!ers’ on page 28' TONY START............. P TP PO OO B DL e Ty e P o)
This land, where the Avon River cuts FROM BLUE SKY TO BLUE CHIP
through the Darling Range, was CARIS BAILEY & TYM DUNCANSON ......occsvcvieiesisiirisssiiie s 35
home to WA most notorious
bushranger, His story is on page 10. A VIEW OF THE BAY
MANDY CLEWS, CHRIS SIMPSON & DAVID ROSE ...................43
KARLA WONGI: FIRE TALK
GLEN KELLY... O ST OP PO RTOPTUOPRY <\ |

100,000 hectares of bluegums by the
year 2000. Was it a realistic farget? See
‘From Blue sky to Blue Chip’ on page 35.
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‘What about the Animals’, on page 21,  ‘Karla Wongi: Fire Tall, on page 48, is a
discusses early findings from the Nyungar perspective on the use of fire
Kingston Study. in the south-west of WA. -
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One of Western Australia’s
best-knoum woodlands may
be under threat now, but
research by CALMScience
Division staff is playing a
key role in safeguarding
their future. See ‘Small Steps
to Save Salmon Gums’, on
page 17
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