B U S H T ELEGURAUPH

Eco-tourism has fast
become a buzzword within
the travel industry. Basically,
the natural environment sells.
But with tourism being a
huge growth industry, it is
only a matter of time before
its impact begins to be felt—
and without protection, whole
ecosystems could become
damaged or destroyed.

In 1993, The South West
Development Commission
(SWDC) realised that to
effectively develop and
promote respensible eco-
tourism in the south-west of
Western Australia, a large-
scale cooperative marketing
strategy was needed—and so
the ‘Living Windows into the
South West’ project was
conceived.

Living Windows is a
network of nature-based
tourism sites that offer
visitors an environmentally
conscious experience of
south-west attractions. Liam
Kinsella, who is responsible
for coordinating the network,
says that the south-west
was one of the most
environmentally diverse
regions in Australia,
containing many unigque and
precious ecosystems.

"While we're eager to show
them to visitors, we must bear
in mind that parts of some
ecosystems are also extremely
vulnerable, so we've tried to
create a network of sites that
offer interest-packed
experiences, while
maintaining the highest
possible environmental
‘protection standards,” Liam
said.

Many small eco-
consciously built sites,
including some under the
management of CALM, had
already begun to appear
before the Living Windows
idea was conceived. CALM's
Perup Forest Ecology

Centre, near Manjimup was
one of these. It was no
surprise, therefore, that
CALM became a partner in
the Living Windows
Network from day one. Two
other CALM sites are now
part of the network: the
Wellington Discovery Forest,
near Collie, and the Valley
of the Giants Tree Top
Walk, one of the network’s
major and most popular
tourist sites.

“The Tree Top Walk is a
perfect example of a high-
profile attraction, that has
always adhered to the
strictest envircnmental
protection standards, to
become a benchmark for
successful eco-tourism at a
world class level,” Liam said.

“The smallest details were
carefully examined during
the planning stages, and
resulted in, for example, the
building of boardwalks
throughout the Andent
Empire walk to protect the
delicate roots of the tingle
tree from being trampled by
visitors. It's this degree of
attention to detail that can
have a significantly positive
effect on the natural
environment. It's also what
separates Living Windows
sites from other so called eco-
tourism operations, run by
those wishing to cash in on
the trend.”

For more information on
any of the 16 Living Windows
sites, please phone the
Network’s Hotline on
(08) 9721 7778, or the WA
Tourist Centre on 1300 361 351.

Above right; Enfrance to the Tree
Top Walk.
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Right: Wellington Forest near
Collie.
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