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hose magn i f i cen t  sa lmon gums

\Eucalgptus salmonophloia)
renowned for their towering stature
and shining copper trunks ln
summer-are increasingly feeling the
pressure of agricultural development.
Once widespread across the dry
Wheatbelt and Goldfields, the open,
grassy, salmon gum woodlands were
favoured by early settlers'ior Etazing
and were extensively cleared for

cropping. The hard native timbers were
used for fencing, construction and
firewood. As such, they played an
important role in establishin€ farms
and towns of the growing colony.

But the enthusiasm and hard work
of our pioneering forefathers have left

an unwanted legacy. An estimated 96
per cent of salmon gum woodlands have
been cleared and the remaining areas
are now fragmented and vulnerable.
In the Wheaibelt, most remaining
salmon gums are found low in the
landscape, close to saline wetlands and
u,atercourses.

These remnant areas of salmon gum

woodlands are home to many species of
plants and hold great biodiversity value.
Depending on where you are, you wil l
find wandoo \Duulgptus uandoo),
York gum \8. loxophleba), morrel

\0. Iongicomis), jam lAcacia acuminata),

rock casuarina \Allocasuarina
huegeliano), gimlet (t saluDns), and
numerous mallees (Eacalyplus spp.)
scattered throughout. Then there are
the large numbers of small herbs,
everlasting daisies, grasses, sedges and
rushes, as well as the smaller f lowering
shrubs often found growing on patches

of sandy loams. Some of the plants are
unique to the flat clayey soils.

As the largest of the Wheatbelt trees,
salmon gums provide crucial nest
hollows for many birds, such as
Carnaby's cockatoo lCalgptorhynchus
latirostris) (see 'Roadsides: the Vital
Link', LANDSCOPD, Winter 1998) and

I Preuious page
I The majestic salmon gum, with its
I colourful understnrey of i lnnuals, is
one of WAs most widespread trees.
Photo Jiri Lochman

I lef; Volunteers, working here at,l
I remnant salmon gum site, provide
I virluable assistance to CALMScience
tesearchers.

I FaL'ing page aboue rrghl: l'he degraded
I salmon gum woodland experimental sile
I near l.ake Tirarblin one year afler fencing.

I Facing page ght: Native grasses

I and saltbushes regenerate profusely in
I degraded salmnn gum rvoodland six
years after fencing.
Photos PatrickPiggot/CAl,M

the elusive peregrine falcon (Falco
perigrinus) (see Bush Telegraph: 'Falcon

Tales' , LANDSCOPE, Summer 1993).

UNDER PRESSURE
Rather than any one isolated threat,

a combination of factors is causing these
woodland areas to decline. By far the
biggest, though, is the rise and spread of
salinity. a consequence of the exlensive
clearing carried out by pioneers (see
'Halt the Salt', ,.4 DSCOPE, Spring
1997). While salmon gums naturally
tolerate some salinity, they die if salt
l€vels rise too quickly.

Drift from fertiliser allo$'s weeds to

I leZr Chirks of t lre peregrine falcon await

I feeding l ime in a salmon gum lree hollow
I south of l.ake Taarblin, NarroAin Shire.
Photo - Patrick Piggott/CALM

lBelou: l'he hooded gaze o[ the
I neregrin" falcon, reportcd to be the
I faslest bird in the rvt'r lJ.
Photo Jiri Lochman
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I ?bp. The splendid pink flowers of
I Verticordio densiflora characterise
I understorey shrubs of mature salmon
gurn woodland south of Lake Tharblin.
Photo MikeBrahamfl-ochmanTtansparencies

lAboae: Waitzia acuminata, one of
I dozens of everlastings and other annual
I plants that dominate the understorey of
salmon gum woodlands.
Photo PatrickPigotUCALM

l r"fr The shining copper trunk of the

I magnificent salmon gum blaze in the
I settind sun.
Photo - iiYi Irchman

year-greatly increasing their chances
of reaching maturity.

However, as the seedbank research
has shown, fencing off may not be
enough. Many important species do not
regenerate and need to be grown from
seed from nearby areas, then planted
out. The salmon gum, for example, only
establishes after a combination of gross
disturbance and summer rainfall. Many
flowering shrubs, such as Hibbertia
rupicola, compacted featherflower
(Verticordia dmsiflora) , paniang (Acacia
lasiocarpa\ and tar bush (Eremophila
glabral , have been grazed out from some
sites and will also need re-introduction.

20 nvoscor"

Positive steps are being taken. Many
landcare and community groups aYe
already managing their remnants and
carrying out regeneration work. Large-
scale tree planting schemes are helping
by lowering the water table. The
creation of 'corridors' of regenerated
woodlands between existing nature
reserves and farm remnants would also
help protect the biodiversity of existing
woodland remnants and provide
habitats for native birds and plants.
More is needed, but the result will be
worth while if the beautiful towering
salmon gum can remain one ofwestern
Australia's most impressive sights.



t sa@so w

elerlsnv uFls€M 0ur0l 'peou ueuleH 0s 'tuaoaoeuew puel pue uolletuasuof,lo luauupdac
roDaIC a^[n]axl ,p.qs 

S lc,{q paqsllqnd

- /ne^o6 eM ullpr ,$M//:dDq lP ajsgalnle /
alrs lauralutDuruurM preMe rno u0 €urluo ldo)soNyT lrs!

raqrltqnd eql p ruasuo uoqnr parpordar aq ̂eu
uo0Drtqnd aqrto ru uo).qr to Ued oN !6uldo) teDreo tN Sgtt,Sl8O NSSTO

tuud qupt,q prteAsnv ulatsiM ulp.luud

teltblc xo+nopl,{q uo[ue&S rnoto]
t€rot€E6 (80)r0 L8t0 t€€6 (80)s:sa!4nbua uotdlDsqns

8610tt€6 (80):xel96z0 t€€6 (80)s tanbrn ues ap qFrsl :Gulralrehl
laaN rap ue uaAloo9 :uolterlsnlll

srerey\lans'alqlnc e el,I 'utFqv IUeJJlt :uoqtnpoJd pue u6lseo
uols!^!c aruarrsntvl lo ljpls pue $uol lnpd,srtlotn€ troN 'Uoqqv upt ,a6prqrng Malpuv :arhpe lerluqrelpllllualrs

qsle l^uu.d'.rup rzlrUt ,uosuqof aslno.t 366rH ta6rN 'q6no9 pr^ec'olFtsol pur6 ,sMoD ̂puew :sJotlpl /bots
q6no9 pr^ec :roIpl

,{aleg,{eU :.toupl 6ut6euel\l

lelteMe) uou :.tolpl a^gn)axl

sl tvl ))nc
S]IINV NVSUN

9l -- " - \.ltHdol ilul olAVlt-lIVNNtd
C]U]DNVCN]

r"""- -- - """ ------ 
Hdvu9lIIHSnS

6t" 
-" - - -- - -" " - " 

lll]) Nlt9

)tvl luH :t9N0M vluv)
E -- "- lsou ot^Vc I Nosdnlts stuHl'sMltf loNvt

AV8 tHr l0 MltA v

s€ ""- ---""- " " NosNVfNnc !'!l.t IIIIV€ S|UVI
dtHl tnt€ 0rA)s lntS h10ul

sultSStc
tz-"""---- "- stuuow HIt]) B NosNHor lu€

.SIVIAINV ]HI INOSV IVHM

Il -- ----""" " --- """"""" u05td )ltutvd
snn9 Nol 'lvs IAVS 0lsdlls IVt s

'v/u 
lo lsan-tunos aql ut

aJA Jo asn aql uo aaqJadsAad lpounnN
p s! '9, a6Dd uo ')/lpJ arl :t6uoll oloy,

,frpn$ uolsouty
aq! wo4 sbutpulJ qloa sassn2stp

'Ie a6pd uo ',slDruluv aqJ fioqo pqlw,

'9t a6pd uo dtqJ anw o! n$ aryg uo.\4,
aas ipbtpJ Jtlstpat D lt sp/14 .000e Dan

aql nq sunoann Jo satpfraq 000'001

'ge a6od uo ,snnEe, aas panaddDat
quappns pawow llDuts s.nl! 'pulpca

son I jqbn1qt auonraaa uaqn lsnf

'01 a6od uo s! fuojs slH taouDtqsnq
snouolou lsout tulw ol auotl

son 'aouoY oul4oI aq! qbnoqt
slrc raala uoav aql anqn 'puol slqJ

0t-*"*"'" --- """""--- "ul nHNHor
AUINNO] U]DNVUHSNS

666 l-866 I Uly!y!nS'�Z ul€t/{nN Nl tnol lt4n t0A

df ,,

It a6Dd
uo ',&ung uotqos aoos ol

sdats Dws, aas 'atnfiJ 
4aq!

6uppn6aJos u apJ 6a4
D ounpld sr JJols uotsmt1
nwtJSNjVJ nq qJrDasat
Jnq 'nou patqt ppun aq

frDu spuolpoon umoul-tsaq
Eollo4snv uJa$afil Jo aw

,t)/ (

ldO)SCNVl




