


he central west coast region of
Western Australia, or the 'Turquoise

Coast'as it is becoming known, is
renowned as the home of the western
rock lobster and beautiful wildflowers.
These better-known features of the
region mask a biological diversity of
immense richness both on the land and
in the sea. Much ofthis diversity is found
in the many terrestrial conservation
reser.ves, such as the Lesueur and
Nambung national parks, that are spread
throughout the region. The rich marine
life of the central west coast limestone
reef system, which stretches from
Dongara south to Trigg, is also being
recognised, with the coastal waters
centred around the Jurien Bay area now
being considered for reser.ration as a
CALM Act marine consenration resenre.
When completed, the marine resel",7e

will provide another important link in a
chain of a terrestrial and marine
conservation reserves that stretches
from the nodhern Wheatbelt town of
Three Springs to the coast. This system
of land and sea reser.,res will be unique to
Western Australia and wil l be the
culmination of years of planning and
hard work by the Central Coast Planning
Coordinating Committee and CALM.

FOCUSING ON THE BAY

commercial f ishing industry. Up to 140
rock lobster boats work the region and
contribute significantly to the local and
State economies. Other expanding
marine-based industries, such as
aquaculture, provide valuable income
and employment for locals, giving
Jurien Bay a rare balance of recreation,
commerce and industry, an idyll ic
holiday destination, a fishing paradise,
and a pleasant place to l ive.

LIFE UNDER THE SEA
But Jurien Bay is iar more than this.

In recentyears, its importance as one of
the best examples of the marine
environment of the central west coast
has been recognised. It 's here that the
warm tropical waters to the north
overlap the cool, temperate uraters of
the south. Because of this, the sea life
surrounding Jurien Bay is an unusual
and rich mixture of animal and plant
communities.

A biological sur",rey of Jurien Bay
undertaken by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management
(CALM) in May 1997 found a remarkable
total of 400 species, including nine
species of seagrass, 134 species of large
algae,205 invertebrate species, and 63
species of f ish. Some of lhe species
collected, including a number of
sponges, had never been recorded before

Although Jurien Bay is peaceful, it
bristles with life. The abundance of
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(Llacropus fuliginosus), the mootit or
southern bush rat (Rattus fuscipes)
and the noodji or ash-grey mouse
(Pseudomgs albocinereus), among
many others. Shorebirds, for example,
live here too: the sanderling (Ca&dzb
alba) and the red-capped plover
(Charadrius rulicapillus\ can be seen,
as can the hooded plover (Esacus
magnirostrk).

THE HUMAN LINK
The human presence at Jurien Bay

is as much a part of its natural history
as its animals and plants. The Amangu
and Juet clans of the Nyoongar people
have occupied the region for at least
30,000 years. Stone artefacts and
skeletal remains have been found in the
region, and the coastal area between
Green Head and Jurien Bay has the
largest number of midden deposits in
the whole of the south-west. Yam
grounds are still evident in the fertile
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soils of Cockleshell Gully and Hill River.
The European history of the area

began with the arrival of the Dutch
navigator Abraham Leeman in 1658.
Leeman was sent to the Western
Australian coast to search for survivors
of the Vergulde Draect. He and 13 crew
left the Dutch East India Company ship
Waeckende Boeij, moored off the coast,
in a smaller search boat. A storm
struck, causing their boat to hit a reef
near Fisherman Islands, about 16
kilometres north of the present Jurien
township.

Afthough the Waeckende Boeij
searched for Leeman's party, it
eventually departed, leaving Leeman
and his crew behind. Realising he was
marooned, Leeman decided to sail to
Batavia in the Dutch East Indies (now
Jakarta, Indonesia). He repaired the
small boat, loaded it with dried sealion
flesh, sea'celery'and water and, five
months later, arrived at his destination

I1-"f. Seabirds, like this crested tern,
| f ind suitable nesting sites on the small.
I isolated islands off the coastline in the
Jurien area.
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with three survivors.
It was not unti l 150 years later, in

1801, that the coast was explored and
charted by a French exploratory and
scientif ic expedition of three sail ing
ships under the command of Captain
Baudin. It was Baudin who named
Jurien Bay, immortalising Charles Marie
Jurien, a member of the French Naval
administration at that time. By 1829,
with the establishment of the Swan
River colony, shipping along the
coastline had increased dramatically.
The islands around Jurien Bay were
hazardous to navigate, and there are
four recorded shipwrecks along the
30-kilometre stretch of coastl ine
between Cervantes and North Head.

Meanwhile, the expansion of
farming saw the beginnings of Jurien
Bay as it is today. As pioneers cleared
the land for sheep and cattle grazing, a
viable means of shipping their produce

was needed.
In the 1850s, a 3O-metre-long

wooden jetty was built for loading
wool, cattle and horsehide. Today,
many of the street names in the Jurien
townsite commemorate the local
pioneering farming families, including
Western Australia's first official
millionaire, Walter Padbury. Farming
still concentrates on livestock, but
there are developing industries tn
growing wheat and white lupin. Native
seed and wildflower collecting are also
emerging as promising industries.

A LOBSTER TALE
The outbreak of WoYld War II was to

lead to a major advancement in Jurien's
development. Rumours were rife that
Japanese submarines were using the
sheltered waters to surface and
recharge their batteries. The rumours
were so persistent that the Australian
Army constructed a road in order
to station soldiers at Jurien. With
easier access to the coast, a local
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