
A DOVE. A PINE TREE AND DICK PERRY

What connection does a
lTth century European dove
have with pine trees in
Western Australia? Quite a
lot, it seems.

Over the past couple of
years, much has been seen
in the print and electronic
media about the building.
in Fremantle, of a replica of
the 17th century Dutch
sail ing vessel Duyfken,
(translation:' l i tt le dove').

The $3.7 mill ion replica
Duyfken was launched on
Sunday. lanuary 24, then
towed upriver to delight
participants in the 1999
Australia Day celebrations
on the Swan River. The ship
is expected to begin sea
trials in May.

And the pine trees? Most
of the new Duffken's
decking and the three masts
are made from marit ime pine
(Pnus pinaster), a timber
that, along with oak, was
extensively used in Europe
for hundreds of years.

The presence of the 96-
year-old retired forester
Dick Perry-pictured (below
left) at Gnangara Pine
Plantation with a newly
felled marit ime pine.
selected for the Dulken
project by CALM Forester
Clayton Sanders-was

l\bovet CALM Forestel Clavlon
Sanders is reassured bg the
soliditg of the Duyfken\ maritime
pine deck.

Photo - Vema Costello/CALM

LefL Dick Peftg uith descendents
of his Portuguese clones.

Photo Cla|tonSanden/CALM

fitt ing. Mr Perry's most
significant work during a
50-year career with the
former Forests Department
was with marit ime pine.

As part of a program
begun in 1957 by Forests
Department Scientist Dr Eric
Hopkins to produce faster-
growing, superior-quality
pines, Mr Perry was sent to
Portugal in 1963 to collect
marit ime pine cuttings.
pollen and seed, and return
them to WA. About 85 trees
from the Forest of Leiria
(the source of the best of
the species), were singled
out for their superior height
and straightness, and for
having the fewest defects.

By the 1990s, the
descendants of their clones
were 70 per cent more
productive than the original
trees grown at Gnangara.
(see ' ln Search of the
Perfect Pine', LANDSCOPE,
Autumn 1992.)

A Member of the Order of
Australia for his contribution
to {orestry and entomology,
Mr Perry was further
honoured by being made an
Honorary Member of the
lnstitute of Foresters of
Australia in 1995.

The original Duyfken is
believed to have been the
first European ship to visit
Australia. This was a l itt le-
known slice of history unti l
t\,e Duyfken 1606 Replica
Foundation (lnc.)-formed
to oversee the building of
the new ship-set about
fi l l ing the knowledge gap
by providing on-site lectures
while work on the replica
was In progress.

Schools and other
interested 9roups were
invited to learn about the
historic voyage and how
ships were built in the
'1600s, and then to see the
same methods and materials
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