




he success of [4/eslem Shield, aferal
predator control and threatened

fauna recovery program initiated by
the Department of Conservation and
Land Management (CALM), has
demonstrated that major, coordinated
initiatives can revitalise and enhance
nature conservation work, So, a similar
initiative for the conservation of <-rur
State's threatened flora has been
launched recently by the Western
Australian government. The new
program is called Westem Euerlasting.

For many years, Western Australia
has deservedly advertised itself as 'The

Wildflower State', and in some areas of
south-west kwongan (heath) vegetation,
such as are found in parts of Lesueur
National Park, more than 100 different
species can co-exist in an area of just

100 square metres. The south-west of
WA is one of only 19 'megadiversity

hotspots' in the world. With many
thousands of different plant species
found here, it is no wonder that the
incredible richness ofour flora has been
internationally recognised. ln this area,
some 8,000 different plant species co-
exist, about 70 per cent ofwhich can be
found nowhere else in the world.

Unfortunately, the extraordinarily
rich kwongan and mallee communities
of the south-west coincide with the area
of greatest agricultural development.
Known as the Wheatbelt, this area
stretches from the west coast north of
Geraldton to the south coast near
Esperance. In all, about 15 million
hectares (around 80 per cent) have been

cleared, which goes a long way towards
explainingwhy so many plant species are
currently threatened with extinction.

In 1998,23 presumed extinct and
327 extant (still existing) flora were
declared as 'threatened' in WA most of
them from the Wheatbelt area. Ofthese,
95 are ranked as'Critically Endangered'
according to international criteria. This
means that they are facing an extremely
high risk of extinction in the wild in the
immediate future, if conservation
initiatives are not put in place to protect

them. Under Western Euerlasting,
CALM will ensure that the important
conservation initiatives that are
currently in place are built upon, to
abate the threats to these species and
begin the recovery process.

Obviously, the conservation of WAs
wildflowers and their associated
environments is very impodant for a
number of reasons. First, we don't
know what effect the loss of any

particular species wil l have on the
natural processes on which plants and
animals depend. Second, wildflowers
and the environments in which they
occur are a major tourist attraction.
Third, the potential for the discovery of
valuable pharmaceuticals in WAs rich
and varied flora is enormous (one
example under investigation is the anti-
AIDS compound discovered in the
smokebush lConospermum) species,
found only in this State). So, apart from
the responsibil i ty to protect f lora
biodiversity, any extinction or decline of
species may rob us of new medicines as
well as veterinary and agricultural
chemicals.

CALM AND FLORA
CONSERVATION

State legislation to protect our
native plants and animals dates back to
the earliest days of the colonies. Since
then, Australia has led the world in the
development of legislation to conserve
threatened species and ecological
communities. Modern approaches to
nature conservation began with the
protection ofall vertebrates in WA in the
1950s. The first provisions for general
protection of all flowering plants and
total protection for threatened plants,
gazetted as'rare (threatened) flora' on
both public and private land in WA" were
proclaimed in 1980.

CALM is the government agency
responsible for f lora conservation
in WA. [t operates under the provisions

of the Conseruation qnd Land

I Preuious page
I Pristine Australian bushland and fields
I of everlastings portray the essence of
Westem Euerlasting. By working
together to meet conservation objectives,
our wildflower heritage will be conserved
for future generations to enjoy.
Photo - Bill Bachman

lAboue: Beard's mallee is one WA
I threatened species that wil l benefit
I from consewation iniliatives throuAh
Westem Eoerlasting ,
Photo - Andrew Brown/CALM

I ,"fr The species-rich kwongan and
I mallee communities of the south-west.
I coincide with the Wheatbelt, aboul.80
per cent ofwhich has been cleared for
agriculture.
Photo - Dennis Sarcon/Lochman Tfansparencies
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scientific research projects aimed at
finding the best and the most
environmentally friendly way of
controlling weeds that compete wrth
threatened flora. The Department will
also increase the spraying of phosphite
to control the disastrous effects of
Phgtophthora. Dieback disease is a
major threat to many native plant
species, but research by CALM scientists
has demonstrated that phosphite can
prevent its spread in the wild and is safe
in the natural environment.

As some threatened plants are now
restricted to small degraded areas such
as naffow road reserves, where they
cannot survive in the long term, they
need to be translocated. CALM staff will
either grow them from seed or, in some
cases, use tissue culture or other
advanced plant propagation techniques.
They  w i l l  then  move them to  s i tes  w i th in
conservation areas or private property
with long-term security. In order to do
this, CALM will upgrade and expand the

lAboue left: CokJen catspaw is one of
I350 plant species i l lustrated in [/es1em
I Australia's Threatened Flora.
Photo - Babs & Bert Wells/CALM

lAboue: Seed being collected from
I mountain paper heath for CALM s
I Threatened Flora Seed Centre.
Photo EllenHickman/CALM

I lef Prickly honeysuckle being
I translocated inlo a disused gravel pit.
I CALM will coordinate re-eslablishmenl
using cultivated critically endangered
flora.
Photo - Ironie Monks/CALM
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