




t takes a great deal of entenrise to
launch a major nature conservatlon

initiative in Western Australia. The
Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) must suPPlY or
seek out funding, commit operational
staff to the job on a long-term basis, and
monitor the work for the duration of
the program. Usually. before any of this
can happen, CALM scientists must
conduct meticulous research, often for
years, into solving the conservation
problem.

We often hear about the big nature
conservation stories, but most progress

in this area is incremental and unsung.

It depends on the gradual accumulation
of knowledge from careful observation
and experiment, followed by changes in
policy and procedures. This work is just

as important as the major initiatives,
and depends for its success on the
expertise and experience of scientists
working all over the State.

There are several centres of
respected scientific work within the
Department, none more so than the
Western Australian Wildlife Research
Centre. It features in program after
program and, indeed, in story after
story in L4NDSCOPE. Located in the
middle of a bush block in suburban

Woodvale, the Centre houses staff from
CALM's CALMScience and Nature
Conservation Divisions. The 70 staff
based there work all over WA. People
who drive along the northern section of
the Mitchell Freeway pass the land rn
which the Centre's buildings are found,
but few ofthem realise it is there. Fewer
still know the extent or importance of
the work it does.

Scientific research undertaken by
the Centre's staff over the past 25 years

has led to many major achievements
in nature conservation in Western
Australia. The development of Westem
Shield and Westem Euerlasting, tne
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| Belora. The Centre s buildings blend into the surrounding bushland'

l,lruel: A plaque in the foyer of the Cenlre commemorales the official
I opening in March 1974.
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CURRENT ACTIVITIES

I lost of the scienti l ic Programs
undertaken by Wildlife Reseatch Centre

scientists and technical support siail

are based in the field, rather than ir.t the

labor-atory. This has taken staff to most

of the remote corners of the State as
$ell as to rnore lhmiliar territory nearer

l 'e " th .  l (ese : i rch  h i .  been undr r taken in

the Kimberley, l ' i lbara and deser-ts, as

uell as in the floristically rich kuongan

of the south west. In recent years, ther-e
has been an increase in research
activitr- in forested zrreas. particularly

the jarrah forest and wandoo

woodlands. A major research

t r rogr f ,n r - lhe  K 'ngs ton  Study  is

currently investigating the effects of
logging on threatened animals (see

L.LNDSCOPE, Summer 1998 99).
Parts of l,l&.slam Sftle/r1. CALivl's

introduced predator control and tauna

conservation program, are operated
primarii l , from the Research Centre.
in particular the translocation of

threatened animals, research into the

effects of fox control and research into
feral cat control techniques. Similar
progran'ls are under rvay as Part of

CALM's t!Zs1en? EuerLtsting (see page

22 in this issue) to assist with the
conservation and recoverY of

threatened WA native plants.

A \\'ide variety of other projects is

40,.,rnttstorr:

under way. For example, studies on tl. ie
effects of the rabbit calicivirus disease

on native ecosystems in \\A have

been coordinated from the Centre
(see LIADSCOPE, \\rinter 1998). And a
large prograrn, associated with the
Perth BushPlan. is providing the

detailed scientif ic information required

for the management ol nature
conservation values of remnant

bushland and regional parks in and
around I'erth.

One of the Centre s earliest research
pr,-rgrans locuseLl arounJ a vet-v aclirr
recreational duck-hunting fraternit),.
Duck hunters, through their game

associations, rvere active in i{etland and
waterfowl conservation issues. They

supported research programs aimed at
promoting waterforvl breeding and
rvetland maintenance through the
purchase of duck-hunting l icences and
their own member-based operations.
A l though r ( ( rea t ionr l  Ju ,k  hunt ing  is

no longer a legal pursuit in \ lA. the

concerns for conseruation and

management of our vital rivers and
rvetlands continue. Several imporiant
programs are operated from the Centre
with the aim of gaining a better
understanding of wetland ecosystems
and provirl ing managers u'ith
conser , , : l r ion  lechn iques  anJ  adv ice .

The pruh lems o f  encroach 'ng
salinity in farmlands, and the resulting

I  \o lun t ( ( rs  i s j i s t inE in  i  sur \ ' c !  , ) l

I l lo,rnJeluo l-rke, Nolcmher I99Ii.
I I 'hoto r;r.,nt t,c.rr s,,n/C\l, l l

degradation of u,etlands in the south
u,est of the State, have generated much

concern and interest in recent \,ears. As
part of the \\A Governnler.t l s Salinity
Action Plan, Centre researchers i ire

sur-veying flora and fauna to providc a

regional perspective on nature

conservaticll-r values in selected $aier

catchments of the \Vheatbelt. This tl i l l
he lp  Je le  rm in , .  ; ' n . l  f f io r r l i j e
management  ac t ions  in  re la t i0n  to

increased salinity. I lesearchers from the

\\t i ldl ife Research Centre are working

collaboratively rvith scientists ftom

Univers i t ies  and o ther  land
management agencies olt this pr-(iecL.

Marine fauna. mainly turtles and
seabirds. is included in research carried

out by Centre staff. r\ program o\'er
recent years has involved volunteers

along the Kimberley and Pilbara coasts
to tag and monitor turtle populations.

This is ongoing and;rrovides members

of the public urith an opportunity to
p a n i i i f a l e  i n  v r l u a h l e  t n d  i n l e r e s l i r g
work.

Western Ausiralia occupies about
one third of the land mass of Australia.

and CALM manages land and u'ater ior

nature conser-vation \\'ith a total area
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invertebrate fauna, animal handling
and trapping techniques, threatened
ecological cornmunities, data analysis
and computing. And they depend on
the hard-working l ibrary and
administrative support staff to ensure
that all runs smoothly and efficiently.

There are also many cooperatlve
research programs with scientists from
Universit ies, CSIRO, other State
conservation agencies and many other
organisations. There was one such
project recently with Curtin University,
the Netherlands lnstitute for Sea
Research, and Birds Australia's Broome
Bird Observatory, which resulted in the
collection of important baseline data on
the marine invertebrates of tropical
intertidal marine embayments such as
Roebuck Bay and King Sound (see 'The

Teeming Mud of Roebuck Bay',
LANDSCOPE, Winter 1998). Indeed,
many of the expeditions to remote
beaches to trap, band and measure
trans-equatorial migratory shorebirds
have depended upon the logistical
support provided by researchers from
the Wildlife Research Centre.

CALM operates a very successful
volunteer program, and many people

have assisted with science projects

over the years. Public participation

rates are high, with some projects

depending heavily on volunteer
support. The Wildlife Research
Centre at Woodvale maintains a
register of those people interested in
providing help and attempts to place

as many keen volunteers as possible

in interesting research programs.

School work-experience students
are  s imi la r ly  suppor ted  when
possible. Many students have gained

va luab le  exper ience o f  sc ience
projects and progressed on to
tertiary studies to pursue a career in
a fulf i l l ing and exciting field.

The WA Wildlife Research Centre
provides a'home base' for its resident
researchers and associates to foster and
benefit the conservation of Western
Australia's unique flora, fauna and
ecosystems. As a vital piece in the
jigsaw of CALM'S total nature
conservation work, the Centre
continues to provide an essential focus
for knowledge about our priceless

wildlife heritage and its conservation
needs.
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I /op.' Dorian Moro, Tony Start and
I Andrew Burbidge pyeparing to pit-trap
I mammals on Boullanger lsland,
Sept€mber 1998.
Photo - Grant Pearson/CALM

I Aboae: Some of lhe varied equipment
I needed for a botanical survey of the
I flooded Lake Muir wetlands.
Photo - Grant Pearson/CALM

I Rrfll: Keith lvlorris measuring a small

I mammal on Peron Peninsula, Shark
I Bay
Photo - Peter Speldewinde/cAlM

Andrew Burbidge is Director of the WA Threat€ned Species and Communities Unit and

was formerly Chief Research Scientist (Wildlife) in the Department of Fisheries and

Wildlife and Director of Research in CALM. He can be contacted on
(08) 9405 5128 or by email (andrewb@calm.wa.gov.au).

Grant Pearson is a Senior Technical Officer and the Manager of the Wildlife Research

Centre. He can be contacted on (08) 9405 5100 or by email (grantp@calm.wa.gov.au).
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