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ince its opening in 1995, the Forest
Heritage Centre has consistently

delivered a unique visitor experience,
an opportunity to understand forests a
little better, and a chance to view and
purchase fine wood products crafted by
local artisans. Now it is delivering
another legacy-students skilled in the
art of furniture design and production.

One of the most important
functions of the Forest Heritage Centre,
built in the shape of a giant jarrah

bough to reflect its heritage and
purpose, has been as a training base for
Western Australia's burgeoning fine
wood industry (see LANDSCOPE,
Summer 1995 96).

The three leaf-shaped, rammed
earth buildings extending from a stem-
like foyer are dominated by the School
of Wood, a unique facil i ty that has been
nurturing talent for Western Australia's
fine wood industry since September
1995. Establishment of the school was
supported by industry and State and
Commonwealth governments, and
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I The School of Wood aims to offer
I students something different-
something with soul.

I Belou: The School of Wood is
I surrounded by Dwellingup s regrowth
I forest.
Photos ChrisGarnetUCALM

reflects the changing face of timber
usage in Western Australia. The
emphasis is on value adding and use of
local h;rrdwoods such as jarrah. karri
and marri in the manufacture of crafted
furniture and decorative adefacts
(see 'A Seasoned Performance',
I,4NDSCOPE, Auiumn 1996).

I Abouer An aerial view of the Forest
I Heritage Centre showing its unique
I design in the shape of a jarrah bough.
Photo Jiri Lochman

lAboue ght: Assistant llanager. Jennl
I Rutherford, and Direclor oi the School
I of Wood, lvlalcolm Harris, at the Foresr
Heritage Centre.
Photo ChrisGarnetUCALM

Three years down the track, the first
fruits ofthat labour are ripe for picking.
Students from around Australia have
been trained to work with the rich
colours and distinctive grains of wood
that, unti l recent developments in kiln
drying techniques, were not suitable for
fine wood crafting.

SOMETHING DIFFERENT
Inaugural Director and local fine

wood c ra f tsman,  Ma lco lm Har r is ,  i s
delighted with the way the School has

I Beloa. Second year student Warren
I Easl wilh a lurned piece made from a
I carob bean.
Photo - Chris CametUCALM
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I Crd(t S(houl 111a1 nerv provides
I a((ommoddlion i.r 'rvoodies , lrs rtell ,rs
conference facil i t ies.
I )hoto -  l lar ic  Lochmln

sr r 'e l r1  anJ  phvsrca l l y  JemanJ inp .  . l  i s
by no means beyond the capabil it ies 0j
female students.

'What we're Iooking for is men and
rcomen who uant to be part of the frne
\\,ood industrj,. Thel,need to have clear
ideas about where they are headed and
how the course rvil l  help them get
there. lt also helps if the-u" have an
unders tand ing  o f  the  f ine  wood
industrl,, said Malcolm.

I'rospeclive sludents don t need to
have all the skil ls, but in this neu age of
qualif ied rather than self taught
wood ies  the1,  do  requ i re  p len t ) ,  o f
passion. motivation and'stickabil it\,. In
exchange, they get access to a cuslom
des igned course  w i th  up- to -da te
machinery and experienced teachers, rn
a unique forest setting 90 n]inutes
south  o f  Per th .  They  a lso  ga in  an
insight inio \loodcrafl as it is practised
overseas and interstate via the
Bunn ings  For (s l  PruJuc ls  i r l i s l  i r
res iJe  rce  program.  rvh i ih  rmpor l .  f ine
wood pr ic l i l i un<rs  l r ,  sh i r<  L \ . i r
knorvledge and experience.

Artists ir-r residence so far havc
included David Colwell from lVales. a
specialist in ihe arl of steam bending
a process usually associated with boat
building. Another is Craham Peterkin
from Canberra, a graduate of the
prestigious Parnham College in Dorset.
arguably the world s leading fine urood
training facil i ty.

According to Malcolm Harris, fresh
rnnut  to  rhe  course  is  inva luab le .  So i "
deeper knorvledge of timber-the sort of
knor ' ledge lha t  comes l rom te rm, r ips
to timber mills, plantations and the l ike.
He says industry-related outings
he lp  de l i ver  a  ho l i s t i c  learn in€
experience-from the harvesting and
processing ofwood to marketing the end
product. The school plans to esiablish its
o w n  s m a l l  t i m h ( r  m i l l  a n J  J r y i n g
kiln this year, exposing students to yet
another facet of the production process.

TWO-WAY LEARNING
With its open layout, viewing panels

and guided tours so that visitors can
watch budding artisans at rvork, the
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