
URBAN ANTI  C5

Incy Wincy
Spiders

In Perth suburbs, autumn never
rea l l y  seens  to  d | |  i ve  Our  summer ,
just l ike a good wine. seems to
mature late, creating Qidi1fortable
ba lance of temperature; tEitS.$nd
bouquet. Weatherwise; the
Fremantle Do(tor becornes-Jgentle

start to make a large imp.rgssioh;; -, ..

Arthropods are the rnost
numerous  and w idespread group o f
a n i m a l s  a n d  i n c l u d e  s u c h  d i v e r s e
forms as insects, spiders, centipedes,
mi l l ipedes ,  scorp ions  and c rus taceans.
They  are  a l l  charac ter ised  by  a  hard
jo in ted  ex terna l  ske le ton ,  to  a l low
movement ,  and have pa i red  jo in ted

l imbs.  From t ime to  t ime,  as  these
types  o f  an ima ls  g row they  shed the i r
ou ts ide  ske le ton  fo r  a  new,  la rger  one
growing  beneath  i t

lnsec ts  fa r  ou tnumber  a l l  o ther
ar th ropods.  On la te  au tumn
af te rnoons,  go lden shaf ts  o f  sun l igh t
h igh l igh t  an  a tmosphere  thd t  i5  a
swarming soup o f  dar t ing  bod ies ,
wh ich  become the  main  food source
for predators of their own kind and
h igher  a  n  ima ls .

For most househoLd dwellers of
lhe  a  h ropod k ind ,  th is  t ;me o 'year
is  b l i ss  Young sp iders  tha t  es tab l i shed
ter r i to r ies  a round the  house dur ing
spr ing  w i l l  now be ev ident  by  the i r
much arger  webs The r ro5 t  obv 'ous
is  the  whee l -weav ing  garden sp ider
(Eriophora piapicata), wh ich has
probab ly  pu t  a  spec tacu la r  web r igh t
ou ts ide  your  k i tchen w indow.
Because o f  the  regu la r  l igh t  tha t
attracts insects each night, this clever
creature is now a fat, heavily built,

54,.^.rurrur,t

grey-brown hairy beast, that hides
under the eaves at daybreak. Unlike
humans, who stumble full faced into
the web and freak out in a most
und ign i f ied  way,  th is  harmless  an imal
s imp ly  leaves  the  scene as  qu ick ly  as
poss ib le  and w i thout  any  fuss .

A lso  obv ious ,  a re  the  funne l
shaped, lace webs of the black house
spider (Badumna inslgnls), wh ich,
although being regularly cleared away,
jus t  keep on  re -appear ing  around
window corners  and br ickwork .  The
last t ime I cleaned the under side of my
verandah roof, a coal-black stoutly
bu i l t  res ident  d ropped down my sh i r t
and sunk  i t s  fangs  in to  my back .
ouch |  !  For  me,  there  was no  muscu lar
pa in ,  persp i ra t ion  and vomi t ing ,  jus t

an  i t chy  rash .  A  smal l  ch i ld  may no t
have been so unaffected.

Of  course ,  i t  wou ldn ' t  be  a
show wi thout  a  red-back  sp ider
(Lactrodectus haise/tlt, and at this
time of year, their hotchpotch tangle
o f  th reads  w i l l  be  under ,  beh ind  and
in  most  garden po ts  and fu rn i tu re
Take care before you stick that used
chewing gum under  the  ne ighbours
patio seat, otherwise you might have
to  be  fo rg iven fo r  th ink ing  tha t ' s
where  he 's  kept  h is  p i t -bu l l te r r ie r .

The good o ld  daddy long- legs
(Pholcus phalangioldes) should not
be  fo rgo t ten  The i r  tang led  i r regu la r
webs o f  th in  d ry  s i l k  a re  o f ten
undetected in cupboards, sheds and
beh ind  to i le t  ( i s te rn5 .  Pan i (  no t ,

, however; this venomous dandy has
l t  ' i i n r r te  fangs  and long shanks  wh ich

make it impossible to bite human skin.

r..They do, however, ambush black house
so iders ,  wh ich  is  fa ther  n i (e  to  know.

H untsma n  sp iders  ( fami l ies

Heteropod idae and Se lenop idae)  a re
classic beasts. M isna med tarantulas,
because o f  the i r  la rge  ha i ry  bod ies
and very  long legs  near ly  the  s ize  o f
your  hand,  these s ideways  runn ing
crab  impersonators  have been
known to  wrap themse lves  around
warm secur i ty  sensors ,  caus ing  b lue
l igh ts  and s i rens  to  ac t iva te

The au tumn s to r ies  o f  a r th ropods
are  end less ;  there  are  mi l l ions  ou t

there .  As  i t  i s  now the  'GO'season to r
these 'c reepy  c rawl ies ' ,  jus t  be  a  l i t t le
observant  when go ing  about  your
chores .  Be care fu l  and k ind  y ,  don ' t
touch them and you ' l l  be  f ine  l f  you
have to  sh i f t  them,  be  n ice  about  i t ,
o r  nex t  year 's  recru i ts  migh t  come
and get  you .

J O H N  H U N T E R

DID YOU KNOW?

Insects haue a bodg diuided into a
head, thorat and abdomen, three
pairs of legs, simple compound
eges, and antannae. They may
haue wings.

Spiders haue a bodg diuided into
cephalothorat (heed and thorax)
and abdomen, four pairs of
walking legs, usualla eight simple
eyes, lack antennae and neuer
haue wings.

You cen explore uith a torch at
night ahen most spiders' eues
glitter like diamonds.
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