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Arthropods are
numerous and wudespread group of
animals and include such diverse
forms as insects, spiders, centipedes,

millipedes, scorpions and crustaceans.

They are all characterised by a hard
jointed external skeletan, to allow
movement, and have paired jointed
limbs. From time to time, as these
types of animals grow, they shed their
outside skeleton for a new, larger one
growing beneath it

Insects far outnumber all other
arthropods. On late autumn
afternoons, golden shafts of sunlight
highlight an atmosphere that is a
swarming soup of darting bodies,
which become the main food source
for predators of their own kind and
higher animals.

For most household dwellers of
the arthropod Kind, this time of year
is bliss. Young spiders that established
territories around the house during
spring will now be evident by their
much larger webs. The most obvious
is the wheel-weaving garden spider
{Eriophora piapicata), which has
probably put a spectacular web right
outside your kitchen window.
Because of the regular light that
attracts insects each night, this clever
creature is now a fat, heavily buiit,
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humans who-sstumble full faced into
theaweb and freak out in a most
undlgnlfled way, this harmless animal
simply leaves the scene as quickly as
possible and without any fuss.

Also obvious, are the funnel-
shaped, lace webs of the black house
spider (Badumna insignis), which,
although being regularly cleared away,
just keep on re-appearing around
window corners and brickwaork. The
last time | cleaned the under side of my
verandah roof, a coal-black stoutly
built resident dropped down my shirt
and sunk its fangs into my back.
Ouch!! For me, there was no muscular
pain, perspiration and vomiting, just
an itchy rash. A small child may not
have been so unaffected.

Of course, it wouldnt be a
show without a red-back spider
(Lactrodectus hasseltil), and at this
time of year, their hotchpotch tangle
of threads will be under, behind and
in most garden pots and furniture.
Take care before you stick that used
chewing gum under the neighbours
patio seat, otherwise you might have
to be forgiven for thinking that's
where he’s kept his pit-bull terrier.
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The good old daddy long-legs
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_}-'[u‘}hﬁﬁj F splders (families
@ podi¢ ae{and Selenopidae) are
beasts. Misnamed farantulas,
because of their large hairy bodies
and very long legs nearly the size of
your hand, these sideways running
{ impersonators have been
‘known to wrap themselves around
warm security sensors, causing blue

: ~ lights and sirens to activate.

The autumn stories of arthropods
are endless; there are millions out

there. As it is now the ‘GO’ season for

these ‘creepy-crawlies’, just be a little
observant when going about your
chores. Be careful and kindly, don’t
touch them and you'll be fine. If you
have to shift them, be nice about it,
or next year's recruits might come
and get you.

JOHN HUNTER
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Beneath its black and burnt exterior,
the common balga is giving up its
secrefs. See ‘Believing the Balga’ on
page 10.

Western Everilasting, see page 22,
follows the same successful approach fo
protecting threatened plants as Western
Shield did for mammals.

For 25 years, CALM’s Wildlife Research
Centre in Woodvale has been ‘A Centre
of Diversity’, See page 36.

The spectacular coastline of Torndirrup
National Park has been years in the
making. See page 28.

‘Moving Mala’ (page 17)
tells the story of the
transiocation of these
endangered mammals
from Australia’s
Central Desert Region
to a small istand off
WA’s north coast.

Hlustration by
Philippa Nikulinsky

Read how locals, CALM and other agencies
are working together to save the Lake
Muir-Unicup wetlands. See page 49.
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