


n late spring, the Leda Nature Reserve
in Kwinana, a southern suburb of

Perth, is at its most profuse. Kangaroo
paws (Anigozanthos manglesii) and
orchids---+ow slips (Caladmia flaaa),
common donkey orchids (Drun3
corgmbonl, bee orchids (D. Iafifloral
and pink fairies \C. Iatifolia)-are in
abundance. Covering 438 hectares and
larger than Kings Park, the reserve
is recognised for its diverse plant
life, including tuaft (Eucalgptus
gomphocephala\ forest and jarrah
G. marginata) and banksia (San,lrsra
attentuata) woodlands. Animals such as
the quenda or southern brown bandicoot
Qsoodon obesulus fiisciuenter) and the
western brush wallaby (Macropus irma)
also find a haven there.

But the apparent vigour masks the
fragility of a land at risk. The bushland
is under threat from frequent fire,
dieback and vehicle damage.

To manage the reserve and to find a
balance between its conservation needs
and recreational uses, a partnership has
been formed between Edison Mission
Energy Company, owners of a local
power cogeneration plant, the Town of
Kwinana and the Department of
Conservation and Land Management
(CALM). Using ongoing funds from
Edison Mission, a committee, with
community assistance, helps provide
direction on how funds are spent.

Projects have included strategic fencing
and gates, seed collection, a botanical
survey and publication of a brochure.

WHY FORM PARTNERSHIPS?
In Westem Australia, CALM has the

task of managing a vast estate of more
than 21 million hectares, comprising an
extraordinarily diverse range of land
and marine forms, habitats, plants
and animals. CALM must balance the
different needs of tourism and recreation,
land management and landcare, marine

I Preaious page
I Mcrn A CALM officer takes a moment to
I reflect on the stunning views from
Mt Bruce in Kadjini National Park, during
the assessment of suitable sites for a new
trail to access the summit. With the
assistance of the Commonwealth
Govemment and industry partner
Hamersley lron, this trail is now completed.
Photo - Richard Hammond
Insets hom top Cilbert's potaroo.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
lYevor Walley demonstrates digging for
yams at Walyunga National Park.
Photo - Dennis Sarson/lnchman Ttansparencies
Common donkey orchid,
Photo - Jiri Lochman

I Zei? Leda Nature Reserve provides a
I haven for the westem brush wallaby
I lMacoptu irmal. The support of industry
partney Edison Mission assists CALM in
managing this reserue.
Photo - Wade Hughes^nchman Tfansparencies

management, educational activities and
the provision of information.

These responsibil i t ies are great,
greater than CALM can meet through
government funding alone. There is also
a heightened community awareness of
the need to protect the environment
and a growing desire by people from
WA and beyond to visit and enjoy the
parks, reserves and forests. To that end,
CALM looks to conservation partners
and sponsors for assistance,

CALM is proud of its many
partnerships. Here we acknowledge a
number of those projects which
represent an indicative sample of the
work and activities for which CALM
seeks support from the community.

Whatever the magnitude, the
contribution-time, products, services
or funding-is directed towards clear
goals and is of immense value.

ECOTOURISM-A GROWTH
INDUSTRY

Current research has confirmed
that ecotourism is an expanding
industry; there were more than eight
million visitors to the State's park and
reserues last year. CALM is committed
to providing facilities that enhance the
visitor's experience while minimising

I Zeft ln spring, Westem Australia's floral
I emblem, the red and green kangaroo
I paw (Anigozanthus mqnglesiil, flowers
profusely at Leda Nature Reserve.
Photo - Creg Harold
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annually through customer use of the
BankWest LANDSCOPE Conservation
Visa Card and is allocated to projects
relating to endangered species and
ecological communities. Over the past
two yeaYs, CALM has been able to fund
many small projects across the State.
These include the fencing of Pumpkin
Spdng, in the Kimberley, to protect
the endangered Gouldian finch; the
production of colour posters of
29 species of critically endangered
plants; the purchase of equipment to
assist in monitoring Australia's most
endangered native animal, Gilbert's
potoroo; and a search for the threatened
Lancelin Island skink.

Opportunities can also arise during
the course of an organisation's normal
business. While carrying out a large-
scale seismic survey in the Canning

Basin area of the Great Sandy Desert, in
liaison with CALM staff, Shell Australia
discovered a healthy bilby population.
This was particularly exciting news as
CALM manages an extensive bilby
captive breeding program as part of
Western Shield, the feral control an{
threatened fauna recovery program
(see LANDSCOPE, Spring 1998). Shell
provided financial and logistical
support for CALM staff to visit the area
and assess the population. Several
animals were capture! and added to
the breeding stock at Peron Peninsula,
Shark Bay.

Community Eroups also assist in
wildlife recovery. The malleefowl, a
large bird known for building a
remarkable incubation mound for its
eggs and listed as a vulnerable species,
is such an example. A national team has
been formed to work towards its
recovery. The Goldfields Naturalists'
Club is one of the community groups
and, with some funding, they combined
their efforts with CALM and the World
Wide Fund for Nature and Green Corps
to assist in a six-month research and
survey program at various sites in WA.
Much of the work was conducted on
CAlM-managed lands, and the Group is
committed to assisting in the long-term
monitoring of the species.

A VISION FOR THE FUTURE
The success of Western Shield has

demonstrated that major, coordinated
initiatives can revitalise and enhance
nature conservation work. Now in its
third year, Western Shield represents
the world's biggest campaign against
feral predators, to save native animals

lTop left: Ftnds from the Bankwest
|LANDSCOPE Conservation Visa Card
I have assisted CAI-M in protecting the
habitat of Pumpkin Spring, a haven for
the endangered Gouldian finch.
Photo - Hans & Judy Beste/Lochman
Tfansparencies

lCentre left: A concerted effort between
I Eovemment, conservation groups,
I community gfoups and CALII is
assisting the conservation of th€
vulnerable malleefowl (Leipoa ocellata\ .
Photo - Sandra McKenzie

I tef. During the malleefowl suirrey,
I Green Corps team members discovered
I a small and rather unusual malleefowl
mound at Lake Magenta.
Photo - SandJa McKenzie
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demonstrates how multiple land-use
can be achieved on a properly managed,
cooperative basis. On completion of the
mining, KSS will rehabilitate the area,
which will also be managed by CALM

On a much smaller scale, practical
contributions to landcare projects have
included donations by Kalgoorlie
Consolidated Goldmines (who supplied
disused conveyor belting for some
proposed track stabilisation) and
Cockburn Cement (who made
donations from their stock).

Whatever the size and scale of the
project, contributions of time, expertise,
materials and grants enhance existing

programs and launch initiatives that
would otherwise not go ahead.

TACKLING GREENHOUSE
GAS EMISSIONS

Earlier this year, CALM entered into
a history-making partnership with
British Petroleum (BP) to explore the
feasibility and management of tree
plantations to create carbon sinks as an
offset to the company's greenhouse gas
emissions. This is the first pilot project
of its kind in Australia, and will
implement broad-scale tree-planting on
maritime pine and landcare species on
farmlands in partnership with

ll-"ft Marine management is one facet
I of CALM's responsibilities where it
I look to partners for assislance. Her€,
scientific research is being conducted in
the Jurien Bay waters, the major
breeding area of the Australian sea lior,.

I Belorrr Support from Australian
I Geographic will help with researching the
I feedins behaviour ofAustralian sea lir.rns.
Photos -tva Boogaard/Lochman
Ttansparencies

farmers-half a million trees have
already been planted. A key benefit of
the project is its contribution towards
slowing the expansion of lands and
waterways affected by salinity and
maintaining the remnant biodiversity
in an already depleted landscape.

MARINE MANAGEMENT
As with most other programs,

marine management is about a balance,
a balance between conservation of
plants and animals and their habitats,
and human use of that environment,
Seagrass, coral reefs and mangroves,
and large and small marine creatures,
fall within the ambit of this
responsibilig. Social research, marine
education and extension are also an
integral part of the program.

An ongoing commitment by the
Esperance Port Authority provides
CALM with exclusive use of a boat to
visit and monitor nearby islands. The
use of an Authority boatshed is also
available as a holding area for injured
and sick animals.

A recent CA.LM initiative, research
into the feeding behaviour of WAs two
native seal species-the Australian sea
lion and the New Zealand fur seal-has
enfisted the support of Australian
Geographic magazine. The project is
extensive, but a critical feature is a
portable gas anaesthetic machine. The
seals will be captured and restrained for
attachment of transmitters and data
loggers. The machine is vital to the
safety of the animals, and Australian
Geographic has made a significant
contribution towards its cost. The value,
however, will reach beyond the current
project; the machine will be a tool in
dealing with sick and injured wild seals.

Assistance is also being sought from
the Commonwealth Government, the
fishing industry and other non-
government funding agencies and
stakeholders.
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