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.For many People who care
about wildlife it is uPsetting
when beached sea creatures
die particularly after those
same people have worked
hard to return them to the
open sea.

When such incidents do
occur, however, it is useful
to remember that death is
just as mu(h a fact of l i fe as
b i r th ,  and tha t  we shou ld
look for lessons that might
be  inherent  in  such
incidents.

For example, two large
whales stranded late last
year one was a fin whale
(the second largest sPecies
on Earth after the blue
whale) and the other a
humpback  wha le .

The fin whale stranded
live at Mandurah in August,
but died an hour after
hitt ing the beach.

The humpback washed
ashore  a t  Qu inns  Beach,  In
November, after being dead
for several days.

Whi le  these inc idents
were regrettable, they did

provide an opportunity for
cALM Supervising Wildlife
off icer Doug Coughran to
talk about the l ife cycle of
these an imals  to  the  many
interested passers bY, and to
:chool groups in an open
classroom situation.

More importantly, he was
able to use the bodies of
these mammals of the
ocean to demonstrate their
features more clearlY.

"These were two life
experiences that wil l be
more clearly remembered
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through this association,
than f rom mere  l ines  in  a
newSpaper or vlslon on a
television set," Mr Coughran
sa id .

Ahot)e: ]1r Coll1hratl is peppel'et[

u)ith questions frotn schaol
children dbott the humPback
[hale in lhe backqraund al

Quinns lledcll.

Photo - llutl ll'drnack

Left: Ctuujcls sucll ds this one
surrounding the fin ulnle,
beache(l at ilandurall Silrcr
SanLls BeaclL laok dLloantagc ol
look'ancl [eatn tLtlks ott the
mammal.s [i[e cgcle.
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In 'Photographing a Tempelote
Wonfurland' (page 10), photographers
Sue Morrison and Ann Storrie share
their experiences .

Many farmers and landowners are
tuming to planlalion pine for a uarieto
of good reasons. Fiae of them tell us
uhy. See 'A Crop of Forests' on poge 38.
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In 'Those Spotted Thmg! (page 22),
we see hou fox-baiting and captiue
breeding continues to swell populations
of this popular natiae mammol.

Snakes- You either loae them or hate
them, but hou do ue liue with them?
See storq on page 45-

As hobitat changes, so do species
populations. But just ahen does
a species become threotened?
See 'Healing the Land' on page 49.
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The magnificent gorges of Karijini
National Park are a refreshing
retreat from the arid plafuB aboue.
They ako haae a fascinating
geological history.
See stor! on page 28.
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