For many people who care
about wildlife it is upsetting
when beached sea creatures

die—particularly after those
same people have worked
hard to return them to the
open sea.

When such incidents do
occur, however, it is useful
to remember that death is
just as much a fact of life as
birth, and that we should
look for lessons that might
be inherent in such
incidents.

For example, two large
whales stranded late last
year. One was a fin whale
(the second largest species
on Earth after the blue
whale) and the other a
humpback whale.

The fin whale stranded
live at Mandurah in August,
but died an hour after
hitting the beach.

The humpback washed
ashore at Quinns Beach, in
November, after being dead
for several days.

While these incidents
were regrettable, they did
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provide an opportunity for
CALM Supervising Wildlife
Officer Doug Coughran to
talk about the life cycle of
these animals to the many
interested passers by, and to
school groups in an open
classroom situation,

More importantly, he was
able to use the bodies of
these mammals of the
ocean to demonstrate their
features more clearly.

"These were two life
experiences that will be
more clearly remembered

through this association,
than from mere lines in a
newspaper or vision on a
television set,” Mr Coughran
said.

Above: Mr Coughran is peppered
with guestions from school
children about the humpback
whale in the background af
Quinns Beachi.

Photo - Mati Warnock

Left: Crowds such as this one
surrounding the fin whale,
beached at Mandurah Silver
Sands Beach, fook advantage of
look-and-learn faiks on the
mammal’s life cycle.
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In ‘Photographing a Temperate
Wonderland’ (page 10), photographers
Sue Morrison and Ann Storrie share
their experiences .

Many farmers and landowners are
turning fo plantation pine for a variety
of good reasons. Five of them tell us

why. See ‘A Crop of Forests’ on page 38.

In ‘Those Spotfed Things’ (page 22),

we see how fox-baiting and captive
breeding continues fo swell populations
of this popular native mammal.

Snakes. You either love them or hate
them, but how do we live with them?
See story on page 45.

As habitat changes, so do species
populations. But just when does

a species become threafened?

See ‘Healing the Land’ on page 49.
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The magnificent gorges of Karijini
National Park are a refreshing
retreat from the arid plains above.
They also have a fascinating
geological history.
See story on page 28.

Hhdstration by Phifippa Nikulimsky
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