
Cunderdin davielia (Daviesla
cunderdin\ is one of Western
Australii's rarest species. Jurt four
matuie plants are known fiom a
single, narrow very degraded road
reserve n€ar. Cund€idin (tbe town
fiom whiih it' receives both ii's
common and scientific narnei). Threats
include future roadwoiks, weeds,
chemicil overspray iluring ioad ano
rarm operatlons, lIIte rematntng.
habitat . and poor . germina-tion or
death oJ seedlings beJore they.flower.

When Joanna Seabrobk fir it
discovered Cunderdin .davieiia rn
1996, she counted between five and
srx.pli|nls, oul over Ine next Inree

' years. that numbei tiad dwiniled to
four. mainlv due to Dlants dvino.from
old age. The remaining foui plants are
also showing i igns of old age and ars
urllikelv to survive for mdre than a
few 'inore - years, even with recovery
actions in place. Fortunately, through 

'

the efforts:of Frank obbins, several
seedlinqs have aDoeared and are
doino well. Frank, who.is on contract

tb CALM, is conducting wged-control
research and assessing th6 effect ot-
fire on recruitment of a rumber o{
Crit ically Endangered flora. lt . is
known that, f ire stimulates the
germination of soil stored seed of
many species of Daviesia and, with
this in miid, Frank burnt bne of the
dead Cunderdin daviesia plants to
see if he cguld encourage sbme
germinationl This action proved to be
most 5uccFssful and, with the addition
of wbed crjntrol,. may have provided
the catalyst to save the speaies.
. An Interim Recoverv Plan that
outlines a number of essential recovery
dctions is-heing produced 6y CALM.

. The Merredin District .Threatened
Ftora Kecovery team ts overseetng tne
implerhentatibn of these actions,
whlch include: the, developmeni
of . effective st!.ategies to tbntrol
introduced weeds; conducting research
into file and iti effect dn germination

of soil stored seed; ?ehabilitation of
the sDecies' habitat translocations
into more protectdd areas; and
regular monitoring of the population.

.A twoisided A4 postei'has been
jproduced to.heb CALM and Shire
employees and community members
identify the species and to.-encor,iiage
thein to look for further populations.
t.nt5 posrer conrarn5 oescflpuve
inf ormatiori,'l ists. threats.and iecor/ery
actions and illustrates the species and ' .
its habitat.

Cunderdin :daiiesia is a rather
nondesiript shru6 when vegetatrve,

- but when in flowet between mid April :

and early -June, it produces massed
. displays of bright red pea flowers, each

up to '18 millimetres across. Tbese have
a unique standard petaf .12-1.5

millimetret long,.\,hich remains partly
folded. arid bea(s a 

'pair 
-of deltold

-appendages at the base. Each plant
grows to 1.6 metres "high nnd 1.5

' metres ?crosrThe phyllodej (leafstalks-
that resemblg leaves) are flattened in.

appearance ano nave a.snarP t|p.
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In 'Photographing a Temperate
Wonderlod' (page 10), photographers
Sue Moffison and km Storrie share
their emeriences .
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As hobitat changes, so do species
populatiotts. But just uhen does
a species become threotmed?
See 'Healing the Land' on page 49.
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Mang farmers and landowners are
tuming to plantotion pine for a uarietu
of good reasora. Fiue of them tell us
whg. See 'A Crop of Forests' on page 38.
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In 'Those Spotted Things' (page 22),
ue see how fox-baiting and captfue
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KARUINI NATIONAL PARK

The magnificent gorges of Karijini
National Park are a refreshing
retreot from the arid plains aboue.
They aho haue a fascinating
geological history.
See storg on page 28.
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