
I C S  '
nical, one-armed, rubbish

bin -er-uppers.
Have you noticed lately that your

rubb ish  co l lec to r  leaves  a
trail of notepaper and tissues
front verge? On a windy day

arm goes up and the bin l id
out streams the'confetti '  l ike

. in  a  Russ ian  w in te r .

AN

The las t  u rban an t ic  01  the
mi l lenn ium,  fo lks  .  .  .  gee ,  t ime goes
fas t  when you ' re  hav in ' fun

It only seems like yesterday, as a
spotty-faced youth, I was pondering
the  qu i l l - l i ke  pens  and ink  powder  o f
some long-gone engineer's clerk in
the basement of the Barracks Arch and
... zzzzzzzip. . . forty-one years later,
l 'm 'writ ing'this document with keys
and coloured edits on a Pentium PC in
Cygnet Hall. Wow! One giant leap for
th is  k ind  man.

Scary stuff that, but thank
goodness our backyards and special
bits of bush where some of us go to
reconnect with nature are unchanged.
Or are they?

Although the year to date rainfall
is below average, nature's garden has
taken it in its stride. Local vegetation,
in all i ts greens and greys, is thrusting
tender fingers of new growth toward
a fatherly sun, while blooms of native
flora in this part of the world are
again . . . out of this world.

Perth urbanites are heading to the
Darling Scarp high country for their
weekend p icn  ics  and seasona l
indulgence wlth wildflowers, jarrah

forest and a mix of gregarious bird
life. lt is prime time to show the
k ids  the  bush and share  some
snaggers and red wine with friends
and fami ly .

t r ,

l i ty and surrounds within all
reg iona l  and loca l  parks

throughout the urban areas, but if,
for a change. you want to enjoy the
views and bush off Toodyay Road at
Red Hil l, you're in for a shock.

While we are fortunate to have
the  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  a  techno log ica l
high-class waste disposal site at Red
Hill, i t is very disappointing to find
tha t  peop le  cannot  be  bo thered
comple t ing  the  t r ip  and are  dumping
re fuse  a long the  way.  Some are
s imp ly  re fus ing  to  p ick  up  the i r
spil lage, expecting to rely on a council
ranger to do it for them.

ln the surrounding road reserve
bush land there  is  any th ing  f rom
discarded bikes, cans and bottles, to
car tyres, beds and refrigerators.
You could be forgiven for thinking
you're in downtown Denpasar, Bali,
not on a major tourist road to the
Avon Valley. lt is a terrible s(ene for
weekend walkers, and even worse,
a death trap for wildlife.

Another  s i tua t ion  where
techno logy  s t i l l  needs  coopera t ive
contribution by people is with our

ly, the economics of
'one-man '  un i ts  does  no t

a 'sweeper', as in times
and fo r  the  good o f  our

ronment, we all need to pitch in
and he lp .  Techno logy  w i l l  do  i t

- 'differently, but it won't do it all.
f Now it probably goes without

saying that readers of LANDSCOPE
are the last people you'd have to
remind about  rubb ish ing  the i r
environment, but we are all a l i tt le
tardy when it comes to either'picking
up' or simply saying to a neighbour,
'Drop something. sport?'

BY JOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW?

"As humo6 use technowy to
raise their standard of liuing, the!
are inaduertmtb creating othu
human miseries in the form of
pollution and enaironmental
deterioration, In those counties
uith the highest technical
deuelopment and uhere
enaironmmtal problems are of
greatest concem, the bright
promise of technolog! is starting
to tamish.
"Time and again, in different
ua$s, the ominous question is
repeated: In approaching the
Iimits of uhat theu mag demand
of their enaironment, are humata
begbming to threateft the process

of liaing itsell?"

Froz Consider the Process of Living
The Conseloalion Foundation of
America
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In 'Photogruphing a Temperate
Wonderland' (page 10), photographers
Sue Monison and Ann Storrie share
their experiences .

ManU famers and landoumers are
tuming to plantation pine for a uariety
of good reasorc. Five of them tell us
wh!. See 'A Crop of Forests' on page 38.

Snakes. You either looe them or hate
them, but hou do ue Ifue uith them?
See storg on page 45.

As habitat changes, so do species
populations. But just whqn does
a species become threatened?
See 'Healing the Lond' on page 49.
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