When I was a young, idealistic public servant working on forest
vesogretyat ety mire e 30 grars ago, 1hecane speretary
of the focal Aboriimal assoeiatiors i Pryfarea. B that copacity, T Hered
the bright idea that the dssociution could augment its minscule
fundsiy divelopimg abusiness finking Dot il anifedforters of the
region with Melr culturd, The prafect wes o orasiing ferileire, ek
Bane o diffolty confissig now S 1 as peirarily becese ol o
Ball i gate approgel which mas dofelly mmmprﬂr’{:_nfe.-rm'rh tha
garrtle matures of the Aboriginal people § wits working with. Hat the
idea then and now was a good one.

This issue of LANDSCOPE describes some of the work that CALM
Juts ey doiny with Aboriginel people of the Ngoangatjarmi
compuity, witich [ boliove, bectse af fie excallen! kil
rionle it Frigs Dsers dorie edtoeen this Npamyodferra dldiers avid CALM
peaple, huas widry chamee of hecoming o mhadid for ifegration of
conservation. Aboriginal cufture and Hheereation of empligaeii
onportumitics for indigarites ool £ fldoe i sy prfileged to
visit the Npoonyatiarre people af Warburton, and on unother
neciiion Have cammped with the Noaanyatiarre elders one station oul
at Kalgoarfie, when they were gmbarking o thafr tour of CALMY
nature-based tourism facilities.

Over the camp fire, a soitly spoken Ngaanyatjarra elder told me
how he remembered the native animals that used fo occur on his
lands. He put Aboriginal names to them, told me how important they
were in the Dreaming stories and even described their particular
tracks. This conversation, more than any scientific papers I have
read, bought home to me the significimce of the devastation we have
caused to native fauna across Australia. When you listen fo someone
who has seen the desert ecosystems with their full complement of
animals and understand how significant these animals were fo
Aboriginal people, you really begin fo appreciate what we have lost.

But we now know what caused the devastation—the introduction
of the cat and the fox. We also now have the technology to eradicate
foxes and feral cats from vast areas of land relatively cheaply. CALM
is now baiting 3.5 million hectares of lend to primarily eradicate
foxes in the south-west, and we are seeing a remarkable recovery of
native animals occurring. Recent advances in baif technology have
demonsirated that we now can control feral cats in the drier regions
of the State. So it is possible, if the Ngaanyatiarra people are happy
with the proposal, over a period of years, to bring back, across
millions of hectares, a large proportion (unfortunately some animals
are extinct) of the original suite of animals that existed on
Ngaanyatiarra lands.

The significance of this fo conservation is obvious, but if also could
provide a very significant addition fo employment opportunities for
Aboriginal people, both by their participation in the project and
because these unigue native animals, particularly when they are
linked to Aboriginal culture, provide a world class fourism attraction.
The burgeoning success of CALMs Aboriginal Tourist and Heritage
Unit, led by Senior Aboriginal Heritage Officer Noel Nannup, has
demonstrated the huge opportunities for employment of Aboriginal
people in the tourism indusiry.

The re-infroduction of native animals on fo Aboriginal lands will
oy weccur if the clase and positine consultation befween CALM and
thie Noemngalfarra people i matdaimed —Sfortunately d anil iy
ather peaple i Goverpment have learnt that bull at u spate” fame
approdch want work. The praject il ol Be sucvessiol 0 we
ifegrate the neads of Aboriginal people, with our copservadion
abjectives, modern science and fechmology, amd practical fand
midnagiment and, conservation, with wealth kil ol
creation.

Jri /ALW
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ABORIGINAL ELDERS ON TOUR

A tour of nature-based
tourism sites and
conservation areas by the
Ngaanyatjarra community’s
elders has highlighted the
continuing development of
collaborative management
agreements between CALM
and the Ngaanyatjarra
Council for the Gibson
Desert Nature Reserve and
for the establishment of an
Indigenous Protected Area
{IPA) in the Central Ranges
region.

CALM Goldfields Regional
Mature Conservation Leader
Rob Thomas said the rich
hiodiversity of the Central
Ranges was one of the
State’s priority areas for
conservation.

“Most of the Ranges’
conservation values have
been maintained, largely
because of the land
management undertaken
over the years by the
Ngaanyatjarra people and
their in-depth knowledge
of the area’s wildlife,” Mr
Thomas said.

The aim of the trip was
to expose the elders to a
range of nature-based and
cultural tourism
experiences, so they could
discover for themselves

potential uses in the
Ngaanyatjarra lands.

The group visited Mulka’s
Cave, Wave Rock, Dryandra
State Forest, Yanchep and
Francois Peron National
Parks, Monkey Mia and a
number of tourism
development sites within
the Shark Bay World
Heritage Area.

The party experienced,
first hand, the successful
integration of conservation,
land management, tourism
and employment at a
number of these sites. They
also learnt about product
development and site
design, and the
management—with
appropriate sensitivity—of
tourism in culturally
significant sites.

The group also visited
captive breeding enclosures,
which form an integral
component of CALM's
Western Shield project. The
Elders recognised the
animals, and described how
they had been caught for
food before disappearing
from Ngaanyatjarra lands—
many within the elders’ own
lifetimes—because of
predation by foxes and cats,
50 the results of introduced




“What [ wasn't prepared for was the
magic of the experience.” See ‘Desert
Impressions’ on page 35 for the story of
a LANDSCOPE Expedition.

How many seals or sea lions are there
around WA’s coasts? See ‘A Tule of Two
Seals’ on page 42.

The malleefowl has declined to 46 per
cent of its former range. Read about the
combined effort fo save if on page 17.

Enjoy the WA environmeni—and don’t  Traditional owners are working with
get hurt! See ‘Balancing Act’ on page CALM and other agencies fo manage
23. the land. See page 10.
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The white-breasted sea-vaple 15 -
ane of the many notevel atfractions &
ol the mifd-tesf, Sev pege 28 for -
d story on one of the regfon 5 most
famons places—heautifel Kalbarnd
Nerltornal Park.
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