
When I uas a goung, idealistic public seloant u)orking on lorest

idea then and nou uas a good one.

?ir:r issre o/ LANDSC OPE describes some of the wotk that CALM

na t ure- based tour ism fac i I i t ies.

O\er the camp fire, a softlg spoken Ngaanyatjalra eldet told me

hou he remembered the natiue animals that used to occur on his

lan.-l,. He put Aborigitlal names to them, told me hoti) impoiant theA

uere in ihe Dreaming stoies and euen described thet patticular

tracks. This conuersation, more than an! scientific papers I haqe

read, bought home to me lhe signiftcdnce of the deoastation ue haue

caused to natiue fauna across Australia. When Uou listen to someone

uho has seen the desett ecosgstems with their full cotnplement of

animals and understand hou signiftcant these animals uere to

Aboriginal people, Aou lealla begin to appteciate uhat ue haoe lost

But ue nou k11ou uhat caused the deuastation-the introduction

of the cat and the fox. We also nou haue the technologg to eradicate

foxes and feral cats from uast areas of land telatiuely cheaplg' CALlvl

is nou baiting 3.5 million hectares of land to pimarilA eladicate

fotes in the south-uest, and ue are seeing a remarkable tecouerg of

natile animals occurting. Recent aduances in bait technologA haue

demonstrated that ue nou can control feral cats in the driet regions

of the State. So it is possible, if the Ngaanyatiaffa people are happg

uith the proposal, ouer a period of gears' to bting back, actoss

millions oifhectares, a larye proportion (unfortunatelg some animals

are efiinct) of the oliginal suite of animak that eristed on

Ngaanyatiarra lands.

The significance of this to consetuation is obuious' but it ako could

prooidei uerg significant addition to emplogmett owoiunities for

Aboriginol people, both bg their participation in the project and

becaise these unique natioe animals, particularlg ahen the! are

linked to Aboriginal culture, ptouide a uorld class tourism attraction'

The burgeoniig success of CALM's Abotiginal Tourist and Heritage

Unit, led bg Senior Aboriginal He tage Officer Noel Nannyp' has.

demonstraied the huge opportunities for emplogment of Aboriginal

people in the tourism industrg,

The rc-introduction of natiue animals on to Aboriginal lands will

cfeouon.
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ABORIGINAL ELDERS ON TOUR

A tour o{ nature-based
tour ism s i tes  and
conservation areas bY the
Ngaanyatjarra commun lty s
e lders  has  h igh l igh ted  the
continuing development of
co l labora t ive  management
agreements between CALM
and the Ngaanyatjarra
counc i l  fo r  the  Gibson
Desert Nature Reserve and
for the establishment of an
Indigenous Protected Area
(lPA) in the Central Ranges
reg ion .

cALIV Goldf ields Regional
Nature Conservation Leader
Rob Thomas said the rich
biodiversity of the Central
Ranges was one of the
State's priority areas for
conservation.

"Most of the Ranges'
conservation values have
been main ta ined,  la rge lY
because of the land
management  under taken
over the years bY the
Ngaanyatjarra PeoPle and
their in-depth knowledge
of  the  area 's  w i ld l i fe , "  Mr
Thomas sa id .

The a im o f  the  t r ip  was
to expose the elders to a
range of nature-based and
cultural tourism
experiences, so theY could
discover for themselves

poten t ia l  uses  in  the
Ngaanyatjarra lands.

The group visited Mu lka's
Cave, Wave Rock, Dryand ra
State Forest, YancheP and
Francois Peron Nationa I
Parks ,  Monkey  Mia  and a
number  o f  tour ism
deve lopment  s i tes  w i th in
the Shark Bay World
Her i tage Area.

The party experienced,
first hand, the successful
integration of conservation,
land management ,  tour ism
and employment  a t  a
number  o f  these s i tes .  TheY
also  learn t  about  Produc t
deve lopment  and s i te
des ign ,  and the
management-with
appropriate sensitivitY-of
tour ism in  cu l tu ra l l \ /
s ign i f i can t  s i tes .

The group also visited
captive breeding enclosures,
which form an integral
component of CALM's
western shield projed. The
Elders recognised the
animals, and described how
they had been caught for
food before disapPearing
from Ngaanyatjarra lands-
many within the elders' own
lifetimes-because of
predation by foxes and cats,
so the results of introduced
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"What I wasn't prepored for wqs the
magic of the experience." See 'Desert
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