predator control at Dryandra
Woodland and on Peron
Peninsula were of particular
interest to the men.

Ngaanyatjarra Land Use
Council’s Planner and 1PA
Project coordinator Keith
Noble said some of the men
had been involved in a fox-
control project at the
Townsend Ridges, near
Warburton. This is a joint
initiative between CALM
and the Ngaanyatjarra
Council to arrest the decline
of a population of black-
footed rock wailabies.

“The group’s spirits were
high, and there was
continual discussion about
what they'd seen and its
relevance to the

Ngaanyatjarra lands,” Mr
Noble said.

The elders will be
discussing their
experiences with other
community members, as
well as the potential for
collaborative
management
throughout the lands.

Previous page: CALM Freld
Officer Caiflin Prowse and
Ngaanyatiarra elder Arthur
Robertson about fo set off
along the Ochre Walk Trail
at Dryandra.

Right: Aboriginal Heritage
officer Kevin Hill (right)
describes the fourism
benefits of Balga Mia Village
at Yanchep National Park.
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Forty-one dibblers, bred at
Perth Zoo, have been released
on Escape Island in Jurien Bay
under CALM’s wildlife
recovery program Western
Shield—and the recovery plan
for the species, This foliows
the successful release of 26 of
the animals on Escape Island
a year ago.

Dibblers are listed as an
endangered species.
Currently, the population is
estimated to be fewer than
1,000 animals.

The dibbler is a small,
mostly carnivorous (flesh-
eating) marsupial, weighing
between 40 and 100 grams. It
has a thick hairy tail, and a
distinctive white eye ring. An
agile climber, it eats mostly
invertebrates, small reptiles
and nectar. The female has a
small pouch and eight
nipples.

Seven dibblers were
trapped on the island during
recent field monitoring by
CALM scientists, who found
all seven in good condition,

Closer examination revealed
positive evidence that these
animals, released in October
last year, had successfully bred
in the wild.

Once that initial release on
Escape Island had proved
successful, the Dibbler
Recovery Team, representing
CALM, Perth Zoo, the
Marsupial Co-operative
Research Centre, The
University of WA and the
Jurien Bay and South Coast
communities, planned the
second stage. Seventeen of
the animals in the latest
release were fitted with radio
collars for post-release
monitoring. Dibblers do not
appear to enter traps readily,
$0 using radio collars allows
their progress to be more
closely and accurately
monitored during their first
few weeks of life in the wild.

Staff of Perth Zoo's Native
Species Breeding Program
prepared the 41 dibblers for
survival in the wild by
replicating their likely diet for

Dibblers are
beginning fo thrive
once more

Photo - Jiri
Lochman

some time before
release,

Dibblers were
presumed to be
extinct from 1904
but were
rediscovered in
1967 in the
Cheyne Beach
area of Fitzgerald
River National Pari, which is
the only mainland site where
dibblers can be regularly
found, In 1985, dibblers were
also discovered on Boullanger
and Whitlock Islands, both off
Jurien Bay.

Dieback—causing loss of
shrub layer—foxes, cats and
loss of suitable habitat
(especially of the deep leaf
litter layer) through fire, may
be the main threats to
dibblers on the mainland.

On the islands, the main
threats to the species are fire
and people trampling on sea-
bird burrows where dibbiers
nest and forage.

Under its wildlife recovery
program Western Shield,
CALM aims to bring native
animals, such as the dibbler,
back from the brink of
extinction by controlling the
threat of introduced
predators—the fox and feral
cat.
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How many seals or sea lions are there
around WA’ coasts? See ‘A Tale of Tiwo
Seals” on page 42.

Enjoy the WA environment—and don’t
get hurt! See ‘Balancing Act’ on page
23.

Winner of the 1998 Alex Harrs Medal for axeallence I sclence and smvironment reporting
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“What I wasn't prepared for was the
magic of the experience.” See ‘Desert
Impressions’ on page 35 for the story of
a LANDSCOPE Expedition.

The malleefowl! has declined fo 46 per
cent of its former range. Read about the
combined effort to save it on page 17,

Traditional owners are working with
CALM and other agencies fo manage
the land. See page 10.

The white-hreasted sea-eagle s
are o the ey valtral attvictions
of the mifdwest, Sde page 28 fr

a story ez ane of fhe vegion's meost
famoies places—beatdtifil Kalharri
Naticna! Park,
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