
An agreement signed in
November has marked the
beginning of the largest
scientific search yet
undertaken in Australia for
new medicines derived from
Western Australian plants.

A Perth company, Bio-
Gene Bioprospeding
Limited, plans to test plant
extrads for a range of
therapeutic adivit ies in their
Perth laboratory and to
supply other drug-discovery
companies with samples for
further testing.

Chemical compounds
produced by plants are sti l l
a major source of
pharmaceuticals as well as
veterinary and agricultural
chemicals. Taxol, from yew
trees in the USA, for
example, is currently usid as
a treatment for breast
cancer, ano conocurvone,
from a WA smokebush, is
sti l l  under development as a
possible treatment for the
AIDS virus.

CALM, the co-signatory
with Bio-Gene
Bioprospecting, wil l collect
plant samples from Crown
land, under the l icence
agreement. The init ial
samples for the project wil l
conie from a plant extrad
library prepared by CALM
and the Chemistry Centre
(WA) to attract commercial
interest in Western
Australian plants.

Bio-Gene is the successful
respondent to CALM's call
for expressions of interest in
accessing the plant extrad
library and any future
collections. Eleven responses
were received from around
the world. Bio-Gene was
assessed as offering greater
benefits to the State.

The company plans to
invest about $40 mill ion
over the next five years to
equip its screening facil i t ies
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and employ scientif ic
technical and administrative
staff.

It is expeded that the
creation of new job
opportunities for people by
the company wil l help to
reverse the trend that has
seen similarly valuable
human resources looking
elsewhere for employment.

Under the CALM/Bio-Gene
licence agreement, the
company wil l pay a fee for
each sample provided, as
well as a percentage of all
revenue earned from other
companies seeking access to
the samples, plus a royalty
on the sale of the produds
derived from the samples.

Funds received wil l be
used to boost plant
conservation and research,
in the same way that the
$1.65 mill ion received to
date from the smokebush
projed has contributed to a
range of nature
conservation projeds.

The CALM/Bio-Gene
agreement wil l not prevent
others from applying for
permits to collect plants,
including those wanting to
pick wildflowers
commercially, academics
wanting to further their
research, and Aboriginal
people wanting to use
plants for traditional
purposes.

Bio-Gene wil l test plant
samples for possible use in
veterinary medicine, as well
as for human medical needs,
and agrochemicals. Plant
specimens wil l be collected
only under the supervision
of experienced CALM
botanists. They wii l ensure
that any gathering of the
small amount of material
required wil l not adversely
affed habitats and plant
populations.

It is expected that the
partnership wil l see
significant funds being
earned for conservation
purposes.

Itbw e; WA u i I dllower s-hou
mang cures lie among them for
uhot ails humans and animals?
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Belovti Bio-Cene Bioprospecting
Ltd board memberc join
Enaironment Minister Chery I
Eduardes (centrc front) and
CALlul brecutioe Diector Dr S{d
Shea (left rcar) to sign the
agrcemenL Theg are (rear)
Mesys Creg Eaton, Mat Kag and
Keoin Rumble; (ron\ Ms
Elizabeth Eaton, and Chief
Executioe Oflic4 Mr John
Hodder.

Photo Craig Steua



c 5  8 : ! r 5

SAVING THE MALLEEFOWL
SANDRA MCKENZTE & J0HN 8tyTH... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 7

BALANCING ACT
IAN HERFORD, JOHN IRELAND & MANDY CLEWS,.,. . , . . , . . . . , . . , . .22

WONDERFUL KALBARRI

How mang seak or sea lions are there
around WAb coasts? See 'A Tale of Two
Seals' on page 42.

Enjoy the WA enuironment-and don t
get.hurt! See 'Balancing Act' on page

Traditional ouners are workino with
CALM and other agencies to ianaoe
the land. See page 10.

Impressions'on page 35 for the stor! of ALAN TH0RNE................. .................28
a LINDSCOPE Expedi t ion.

DESERT IMPRESSIONS
MARTANNE IEWIS... . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35

THE DEFIANT SEED
ANNE C0CHRANE.... . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49

The mqlleefoul has declined to 46 per
cent of its former range, Read obout the
combined effort to saae it on page IZ.

ENDANGERED
cAMER0NS CAVE EC0t0GtCAL CENTRE............ ....................53

URBAN ANTICS
TWtNKLE, TWTNKLE LtTTtE STAR.......................... ...................54

Executive Editor: Ron Kawalilak
Managing Editor: Ray Bailey
Editor: David Gough
Stofy Editors: Illandy ClewtVerna Costello, Sandra Tobv
Carclyn Ttomson,Dans
Scientific/technical advice: Andrew Burbidge, Greg Keighery
lanAbbon, Neil Burrowt paulJones and staff df CAtMscience bivieon
Dcsign and production: Tiffany Aberin, Ma a Duthie, sue Marais
llluslration: Gooitzen van der t\4eer. tan Dickinson
Marketing: Estelle de san t\liSuet' (08)9334 0296 Fax (00 9134 0498
Subscription enquiries: ' (08)9334 0481 or(08) 9334 0437
Colour Separation by Colourbox Digital
Pfinted in Western Australia by Lamb print

@ 65N 08r5rt465. At, matAiat(oDy ghr. No pdft ofthe @ntenE or rhe pLbti.aton
mry 0e reproduced withoul theconsenr otthepubtisheE.
Please do not send unsolicited material to IAiVDSCOPE, but feeliee
to telephone the Editor.
Visit I,A/VDSCOPE online on our award-winninq Intemet site
NalureBase at httpJfuww.(alm.wa.oovau

Published by
Depa(ment of Conseruation and Land lvanaqement,
Dick Peny Avenue, Kensington, Western Austalia

COMMON GROUND
RoB THot4AS, KETTH NoBIE & MANDy C1EWS.......................10

"What I wasn't prepared for was the
magic of the experience," See 'Deseft

The white-breasted sea-eogle is
one of the mong natural attractio$
of the mid-uesL See page 28 for
a storg on one of the region's most
famous places-beau t i ful Kaharri
National Park.

^woscoou 3




