
John Wamsley of the
South Australian-based
Earth Sanctuaries is one of
the more outspoken people
involved in conservation of
native species. In a recent
edition of The Long Run,
published for farmers on
South Australia's Eyre
Peninsula, Dr Wamsley set
his sights on governments
and na t iona l  park
authorit ies. In so doing, he
acknowledged the lead
Western Australia ls taking
in conserving native
an imals .  Under  the  head ing
'Conservation and West
Coast Farmers', here's what
ne wrore:

Probab ly  the  o ldes t
business in the world is
fa rming .

Whether the invention of
the monetary system
allowed the business of
farming to proceed or
whether the business of
farming forced the
evolution of the monetary
system could be argued
forever. lt is a bit l ike the
question: "What came first,
the chicken or the egg."

The concept, therefore, of
'free trade'has become well
en t renched w i th in  the
business of farming.
Conservation, however, was

a late entry into the market
place.

The  on l y  Na t i ona l  Pa rk
organisation jn Austral ia
that can claim success i t
the Western Austral ian
Department of Conservation
and  Land  Managemen t
There are, in fact, 12 species
of rare and endangered
mamma l  spec ies  i n  WA,
which are more in number
today than they were 20
years ago_

There is not one species
of rare or endangered
any th ing  i n  t he  No r the rn
Terri tory, QLreensland, New
South Wales, Victoria or
Tasmania, which is not less in
number  t oday  t han  f i ve
years ago, rwenry years ago

conserval|on success story In
the whole of eastern
Austral ia

In fact, the WA
government was the only
government in Austral ia,
which took notice of publ ic
opinion when i t  drafted i ts
Forest Agreement. The
governments of eastern
Austral ia ran roughshod
over publ ic opinion as i t  has
on al l  conservation matters

Can  you  imag ine  t he
result i f  we gave the job of
growing our food to a
government department?
We would al l  die of hunger.
We would al l  expect to die
of hunger. Yet we take one
of the greatest assets we
have, our environment, and
we grve rt  to a government
department to care for. We

"lfue don't, he says there mag be
some sort of'cdt' dstrophe!"

lllustration - Daoid Burton

can only blame ourselves for
the result ing tragedy.

What a tragedy i t  is. Over
hal{ the mammal species lost
in the world over the last
200 years were Austral ian
Half of the endangered
mamma l  spec ies  o f  t he
world today are Austral ian.
No other country has lost a
mammal species in the wild
over the last f ive years.
Austral ia has lost two. What
absolute humbug I

Probably the only hope
for change must come from
the farming community. l f
we are going to have a
world worth l iving in then
the farmers must act ively
take up a posit ion of
opposing the National Park
organisations. There is no
other way i t  can happen.
Farmers must develop their
own conservation direct ion
They must do th is
independently of the
National Parks and Wildl i fe
Services. We desperately
need a diversif icat ion of
conservation techniques.
Only the farmers can supply
Ints_

Quoted by permission of
the author

or 100 years ago.
There is not

particular relevance to the
Kimber ley  a re  inc luded,
together with the Kimberley
Tourism Association's
Pla n ner.

The manua l  has  a l ready
generated a great deal of
anterest among tour
operators. They can buy the
guide for $70, which also
covers updated information
as it becomes available. lt is
available from CALM offices
at Broome and Kununurra,
and the Kimberley Tourism
Association in Broome.

NEW T{T\NUAL EXPANDS THE .KIMBERLEY EXPERIENCE'
Tourists wil l soon begin to

benefit from the release in
Broome of a comprehensive
guide to the great natural
attractions of Western
Australia's Kimberley
reg ion .

Written specif ically for
tourism operators, Ihe
Kimberley Tourism Manual
became available in October
and provides information on
weather, geology, local
Aborlginal culture, ecology
and threats to the
envlronment such as feral

an lma ls  and weeds.
The manual was jointly

produced by the Kimberley
Tourism Association (KTA),
the WA Tourism Commission
(WATC) and the Department
of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM).

CALM had long
recogn ised  the  inherent
need to provide tourism
operators with information
on p lan ts ,  an ima ls  and
geology in order to
ba lance recrea t ion  and
tourism with conservation.

Armed w i th  th is  new
manua l ,  tour  opera tors  w i l l
be  ab le  to  g ive  the i r  c l ien ts
an even deeper  and
broader experience of the
wonders o.f this remote
part of Australia, its
heritage and its
env i ronmenta l  va lues .

The Kimberley Tourism
Manual is in a loose-leaf
format so that it can be
regularly updated. revised
and expanded. Copies of
several of CALIVI's popular
Bush Books that have
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Hou many seals or sea lions are there
around WAb coasts? See 'A Tale of Tlao
Seak' on page 42.

Enjoq the WA enaironmazt----and don't
get hurt! See 'Bolancing Act' on page
23.
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"What I wasn't prepared for was the
mqgic of the expeience," See 'Desert

Inpressiotrs' on page 35 for the story of
a I,I.NDSCOPE Expe dit ion-

The malleefowl has declined to 46 per
cenl of its former range. Reod about the
combined effort to saae it on poge 17,

Ttaditionol otmers are uorking with
CALM and other ogencies to manage
the land. See page 10.

one of the man! natural attractions .
of the mid-west- See page 28 for
a storv on one of the regionb most
fomous places-beout iful Kalbqrri
National Park.

LqNDscope 3




