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Detailed research conducted by a
combination of local cavers and
scientists frbm the Westerrt Australian
Muieum has discovered some
remarkable assemblages of animals
living in the caves and groundwater of
the cape Range peninsula. Many of
these animals are.genuine troglobites;
that is, they are restricted to caves and
;dapted to the special conditions
within them.

Camerons Cave, in Exmouth,
contains one of the most remarkable
of these assemblages. lt supports both
terrestrial and aquatic species, and
both vertebrates and invertebrates
(aniindls with and with6ut backbones
respectively). This ancient and
scientifically interesting communjty
relies completely on Camerons cave'for 

survival. Most of the species are
known from nowhere else. Indeed,
some are only known frpm a few
individuals and four are l isted as
threatened -fauna in Western

'Australia. These inclUde an ancient
spiderlike animal with large

chelicerae ('teeth'), with the

knaginative 
'scientif ic name of

DracL.i lo ides bramstoke ri I
some of these smali cave reiidents

are descendants from ancient times-
some fivb.mill ion years ago, when the
surface of the area was cloaked with
rainforest. Since then there has been a
gradual drying of the dimate, whkh is
now quite arid. some ofthe rainforest
inhabitants were able to find refuge
in the humid environment of caves,
where th€v adaDted to the tota
darkness, often losinq their eves.

The impoFtance ofthis assemblage
of rf i iniature cave animals as a ,

'threatened dcological community was
recognised duriog a project funded
by the Natural Heritage Trust and it
is now classified as crit icall,
endangered.

Large-scale devblopment is
occurring in Exmouth, and the
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potential for damage to the
community of Camerons cave is
therefore increasing. Until recently,
there was ng coordination of
management or me cave. wntcn was
inappropriately gated and targely
unprotected. Recently, two steps have
been taken that will help provide long-
term protection to Camerons Cave.

Firstly, an Advisory Committee has
been established to coordinate
management and conservation of
cave and groundwater-dwell ing
species and communities throughout
the peninsula.

Secondly, the construction of a
new gate for Camerons Cave, was
funded by the Bankwest lANDscoPE
Conservation Visa Card Trust Fund.
Darren Brooks, a local cave expert,
liaised with cA[M Distriit staff and
oversaw the construction of the new
gate, lt is lockable, much less
conspicuous ahd is a significant step
towards conserving this remarkable
ecosystem for. another few million
years.
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"What I uasn't prepared for was the
magic of the expeience." See 'Desert

Impressions on page 35 for the story of
a LIJIDSCOPE Expedition.
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