
WHERE DID THE ?OTH CENTURY CO?

It seems like onlg gestefila! thdt Rachel Carson uos Lrittuoll! launching the
modem enuironment morement &ith SllenI Spring that Malshall McLuhan
uas da..ling us aith his oisian of the world as a global lilage, and that Alan
Tofllet oas predicting the impact of the then emerging infomation societg in
Future Shock llt;e,'e d?Z the 20th century go? It uos herc just a moment ago.

I begin the new millennium uith a \ery positiae feeling and I must
confess lhat I can't help belieoing that Westem Australia is one of the most
specialplaces on this planet.

Considef 'The Best Of The South-West' bg ueteran LANDSCOPE unTel
Carol|n Thomson Dan' Carolln has uitten and edited numetuus CALM
books and in this issue 1FLANDSCOPE !r/r'les d6 out same of the wonders of
the south-uest featured in her latest CALM pubrtarb, Wild Places, Quiet
Places. The neo book, uhich is a complete reuorking of one of the biggest
selling publications on Westem Australid euer produced, introduces rcade$
to some of the best and lesser Lnoun beaut! spots managed b! CALM tn the
south-aest. One of mg fatorites is the beautiful and sutprking
Meekadarabee Falls in the heort of Leeuwin,Natunlkte National Park,
knoan to Aboriginal people os 'the bathing place of the moon'.

But lou might ask gourself shoukl ue be uisiting and enjoying such
beaut! spots at all? Some uould sag no-

Open an! populat nature book, tract, or fufid-raising letter, and gou do
not ha,e to read far to encounter the phtuse 'balance of nalure' ot, if not
those precise uords, some equioalenl statemefit of the nation that natwe, if
onlg left alone and free from human influence, tends touards a state of
harmong, balance, and beautl and conL,etsel!, that uhereuer man or
uoman treads is trouble. These ideas harc become such an accepted pai of
our cullure that the! are nou the routifie stuff of adaertising and
conmerce, good for hauking a thirt! dollar 'All Things Are Connected'
T shilt ol a multi-million dollar Disneg moaie featuing ecologicallg
conscious lions @ho pontificate about the'circle oflife'.

This l)icture ofnature as a place of etefial order, balance, and sepatute
purpose, a place uhose aery sutuiual depends on the absence ofmonluoman
and his/her aorks, is afie that finds lit e acceptance among ecologists
todag, if indeed it e'et did. These are beliefs that predate the emeryence of
ecolog! as a science. Thell haoepersisted inspiteofwhat ecologA has taught
us. ?heg fom d contemporar! 'mgtholog!' about naturc and the
enironment. It is good poetrg, but bad science. The truth is that uithout
consemation managemenL aithout the hard uork and inspired effort of
uomen and men thtuughout this State, our uonderful enaironment uould
be in o soft! state indeed.

In this issue o/ LANDSCOPE, in 'Ide of Cats', Dd\e Algar utrites of the
ground breaking aork to ttd the Montebello lslands of feral cats and the
reintroduction ofnatiue species to areas ahere thelre long been edinct-

And in'Making Room For Nature', Penn! Husse! documents hou onl! if
the communitg uants natire flotu and fauna to suflbe uill there be enough
elfoft for it to reall! happen.

Dr Neoille MarchanL a frequent andpopular contributor 10 LANDSC0Pq
urites in 'Name That Plant' of the unigue netuork of communitg and
co,tsetuation grcups that is uorfting to lill in gaps in knowledge about the
State s plants and to sel q) a unique slstem of regional herbaria.

There is more, much mofe, in this issue of I-\NDSCOPD, the fi$t ofthe
nerll millennium. I hope that !ou, out readers, uill be intercsted in, and
irlspired and delighted b! ohat oe haue to offer.

i?q K*
Executiae Editor
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CATSPAW SURVTVAL IS ASSURED
About 2,000 plants of the

vulnerable golden catspaw
(Anigozanthos humilis
subsp. chrysanthus) have
been located in remnant
bush land near  New Norc ia .

The Benedictine
Community owns the land,
and thanks  to  the i r
foresight in setting it aside
for conservation, the rare
catspaw's long-term
conservation appears to be
assured.

Before the new discovery,
golden catspaw was known
f rom l1  h igh ly  f ragmented
populations, totall ing 3,000
plants. Many of these
popu la t ions  are  in  smal l ,
degraded areas of remnant
bush land,  such as  a long
narrow road reserves.

The discovery came about
when, in early 1999, the
WA Native Orchid Study
and Conservation Group
(WANOSCG) contacted Dom
Christopher Power to ask if
its members could conduct
surveys in several thousand
hectares of bushland owned
by the Benedictine
Community. The surveys
were mainly for orchids, but
it was also an opportunity

for the group to search for
more populations of the
crit ically endangered
greenh i l l thomas ia
(Thomasia sp. G reenhill'),
which is known from only
two smal l  subpopu la t ions
on the Benedictine
Community's land.

In August 1999, CALM
botanist Andrew Brown and
ecologist Val English
accompanied WANOSCG
members to one of the bush
blocks. Although no more
thomasia populations were
located, numerous golden
catspaw plants were found
growing in an area of sandy
so i l  in  the  midd le  o f  the
bush land.  A t  tha t  t ime the
plants were in bud and early
flower

Val and Andrew returned
to the site later in the year
to conduct a full survey of
the subspecies. The golden
catspaws were in full f lower
and the pair conservatively
estimate that there were
more than 2,000 flowering
plants spread over 30
hectares of land. The
bush land was in  exce l len t
condition and no major
threats were observed.

Belovr Coklen catspau. Photo - Babs & Bert Welk/CALM
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One of the best selling boolcs from
CALM has recentlg bem fully reuised.
See 'The Best of the South-West' on
page 10.

Satelite imagery is helping us to frght
maritime polution. See 'Looking
Through the Surfoce' on page 4l .
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A new weapon against the scourge of
feral cats aas recentlA tested on
Hetmite Island. See 'Isle of Cats' on
page 18.

In the far north of WA, there is euidence
of not one, but tuo cosmic impacts.
See 'Cosmic Impacts in the Kimberleg
ul page 28.

A unique nehtork links uolunteer
groups and regional herbaria with the
CALM llorq 'Name That
Plant' on page 35.

Westem Australia is aptly described
as the Wildllouer State. Some 12,500
different species arc known from the wild,
with a huge range of colours, shapes
and characters, But man! species
bnce found are lost again, and it\
alwags an euent when a species
thought to be ettinct is rediscoaered.
See 'Lost Jeuels in the Bush' on page 23.
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