
' iHow can a bird often seen in flocks
of one hundred or mgre flying over
Perth be endangered? The an3wer is
loss of breeding habitat.

The Carnaby's black-cockatoo
(Calyptorhynchus l.itirostris), also
known as the sho-rt-bil led black-
Cockatoo, only occurs in the south-

' 
West of Western Australia. lt moves'
each y,ear from its breeding sitles in the

'Wheatbelt to ccastal areat where it
over-summers: In the Wheatbelt the
cockatoos bre€d in large h'ollows in

.eucalypts such as salmon gum and
wandoo and feed oiil seeds and insects

, in heathlands. Near the coast. during
the non-breeding season, they also
feed mainly in heathldnds.'

Dr Denis Saunde6 of CStRO Wildlife-' 
and Ecology studied Carnaby's cockatoo -

for many years. He found thdt it is.' 
end6ngered mainly because of land
clearing in iheWheatbeit. Not only has

. this reduced the availability of hollows
f6i breeding, it has also destroyed
nearby hedthlands, which are vital
for feeding. The lack of. eucalypt

, regeneration and the deterioration of
' hollows in old trees continue to reduce

the number of suitable nest hollows. In
coastal areat rhuctr of its non-Sreeding
habitat has also been cleared,

be seen 'feeding in pine plan_tation3, breeding areas, to be termed ,priority.

but further problems may arise when areas'.
these plantations are: significantly Ottier recovery actions include
reduced in area in the.future. managing feeding habitat in non-

Another cause of decline is breeding areas, monitoring bird
poaching-it is a highly ptized cage- numbers, invoivingj the community in
bird and is taken illegally from the wil-d. species cbnservation and captive
Often trees are cut down orthe hollows breeding. Captive' breeding will
severely damaged when young_and include stock held at perth zoo arid

. eggsaletaken, makingthem unsuitable birds-held and bred by l icensed
for futirre breeding attempts. I -aviculturists, as once ihe species can

In 1999. the Department of be bred successfully by bird fancidr5,
eonservation and Land Managenient . ,. the incentive fdr poachdrs to collect

. (CALM) received matchin! 'funding 
birds i l legalty wil l be much diminished.

',from the{,,latural Heritage Trust (NHT) Cofnmunity involvemeni in 
'

to help it prepare a recovery plan for recovering Cainaby,s black-cockatoo is
carhaby's black-cockdtbo. A recovery : vital, as many breeding sites ire on
team was set up wiih .members : private property or'on narrolv road
rgpresenting Birds Australia, far'mert and railway reserves. lf you know of
Perth Zoo, the Western Australian cocketoo breeding litds, please
Museum, CSIRO Wildlife & Ecology. contact your local CALM office.
and CALM. The recovery plan is now With the effective implementaiion

.finalised and an application has been , of the plan, we should, be able
. eventudllv to reverse the decline <if

this well-known bird so that the
lharacteristic wailing call of Carnaby's
black-cockatoo can always be heard in
Perth and elsewhere in'the south-west.

. Andrew Burbidge
Photo - Babs & Beh Wells/CALM
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Winner of the 1998 Alex Harris Medal for excellence in science and environment reDortino.
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One of the best selling books from
CALM has recentlg been fully retised.
See 'The Best of the South-West' on
page 10.

Sate.lite imagerg is helping us to light
maritime polution. See 'Loohing

Through the Surface' on page 41.
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A new weopon against the scourge of
feral cats wos rccentlg tested on
Hermite Island. See 'Isle of Cats' on
page 18-

In the far north ofWA, there is euidence
ofnot one, but hto cosmic impacts.
See 'Cosmic Inpacts in the Kimberleg'
on page 28.

A unique network link uolunteer
groups and regional herbaria with the
CALM tlorq 'Name That
Plant' on page 35.

Westem Australia is aptly described
as the Wildllower State. Some 12,500
differmt species are knoun ftom the wild,
with a huge range of colours, shapes
and charocters. But many species'once 

found are lost again, and itb
aluags an euent uhm a species
thought to be ertinct is rediscoaered.
See 'Lost Jeaels in the Bush' on page 23.
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