The Carnabys black- cockatoa
(Calyptorhynchﬁs latirostris), also
known as the short-billed black-
cockatoo, only occurs in the south-
" ywest of Western Australia. It moves
each year from its breeding sifes in the

‘Wheatbelt to coastal areas, where it
‘over-summers. In the Wheatbelt, the

cockatoos breed in large hollows in

-eucalypts such as salmon gum and

wandoo and feed on seeds and insects

- in heathlands. Near-the coast, during

the non-breeding ‘season, they also -

feed mainly in heathlands.
Dr Denis Saunders of CSIRO Wildiife

for many years. He found that it is
endangered mainly because of land
“clearingin he Wheatbelt. Not only has

. this reduced the availability of hollows

fer breeding, it has also destroyed
nearby heathlands, which are vital
for feeding. The lack of. eucalypt
regeneration and the deterioration of
hollows in old trees continue to reduce
the number of suitable nest hollows. In
coastal areas, much of its non-Breeding
habitat has

" and Ecology studied Carnaby’s cockatoo -

also been cleared; °

especiatly on the Swan Coastal Plain,
Fortunately, the cockatoo has adapted
to feed an some ntraduced plants;
especially pines. Near Perth, it can often
be seen feeding in pine plantations,
but further problems may arise when
these plantations are “significantly
reduced'in area in the-future.

_-Another cause of decline |s
poaching—it is a highly prized cage

bird and is taken illegally from the wild.
Ofter trees are cut-down or the hollows
severely damaged when young and

. egas are taken, making them unsuitable

!

for future breeding attempts.

In. 1999, the Department of
Conservation and Land- Managerﬁent
(CALM) recelved matchmg fundlng
Vfrom theNaturaI Herltage Trust (NHT)
to help it prepare a recovery plan for

Carnaby’s black-cockatoo. A recovery '

team was set up with members
represénting Birds Australia, farmers,
Perth Zoo, the Western Australian
Museum,_CSIRO Wildlife & Ecology:
and CALM. The recovery plan is now

_finalised and an appilication has been

-

Andrew Burbidge
Photo - Babs & Bert Wells/CALM

CARNABY'S BLACK-COCKATOO

“How can a bird often seen in flocks
of one hundred or more flying over
Perth be endangered? The answer is
loss of breeding habitat. ‘

made to the NHT for assistance to
implement It

The most important action & to
locate and protect the-hest remaining
breedlng areas, to be termecl prlorlty.
areas’, :
Other recovery actlons include
managing feeding habitat in non-
breeding areas, -monitoring bird
numbers, involving the community in

species conservation and captive

breeding. Gaptive~ breeding will
include stock held at Perth Zoo and
birds .held and bred by licensed

-aviculturists, as onceé the species can

be bred successfully by bird fanciérs,

. the ‘incentive for poachérs to collect

birds illegally will be much diminished.

Community  involvement in
recovering Carnaby’s black-cockatoo is
vital, as many breeding sites are on
private property or on narroWw road
and railway reserves. If you know of
cockatoo breeding sites, please
contact your local CALM office.

With the effective implementation-
of the plan, we should be able
eventually to reverse the decline of
this ‘well-known bird so that the
characteristic wailing call of Carnaby’s
black-cockatoo can always be heard in
Perth and elsewhere in'the south-west.
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Winner of the 1998 Alex Harris Medal for excellence in science and environment reporting.
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Western Australia is aptly described

as the Wildflower State. Some 12,500
different species are known from the wild,
with a huge range of colours, shapes .4
and characters. Buf many species

once found are lost again, and if’s
always an event when a species

thought fo be extinct is rediscovered,
See ‘Lost Jewels in the Bush’ on page 23.
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