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200 kilorietres north and south of our
capital city Perth.

Another l i fe form, the tuart tree
(Eucalyptus gomphocephala) also occurs
natura l l y  in  th is  same area  and s ince
the  coming o f  Europeans w i th  the i r
modern  urban in t rus ion ,  there  have
been c lose  encounters  o f  many k inds .

The tuar t  t ree ,  whose common
name is  der ived  f rom the  Nyoongar
Abor ig ina l  name tooar t ,  i s  a  member
of the eucalypt family. To me, it is
s imp ly  tha t  g ian t  loca l  gurn  t ree  w i th
the grey/white, rough bark and dense,
dark  fo l iage  tha t  dominates  the  dune
va l leys  f rom Yanchep to  Busse l ton .
The tree grows mostly on brown or
l igh t  co loured  coas ta l  so i l s  over
l imestone up  to  about  1Okm in land,
but is occasionally found farther east
a long the  Swan,  Cann ing  and Mur ray
flvers.

A t  Wonnerup and Lud low near
the  ou ter  suburbs  o f  Busse l ton ,  huge
spec imens are  found in  the
magn i f i cen t  luar t  Nat iona l  Park .  Here ,
the  grace and grandeur  o f  g igant ic
t runks ,  f low ing  branches and heavy
fo l iage,  f rame the  c lear  v is tas  o f  the
unders to ry  g rass land.  Rare  western
r ing ta i l  and  common brush- ta i l
possums can be  seen here  a long
special constructed night-trails.
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i nvar iab ly  resu l ted  in  the  dense.
f ib rous  wood th  rowing  your
tomahawk back in your face. Later,
an extremely hot, open grate fire in
the lounge was just reward for your
agon ies ,  and in  the  morn ing  a l l  tha t
remained o f  the  s tee l - l i ke  tuar t
chunks ,  was  f ine  wh i te  ash .

Today,  the  tuar ts  a re  s t i l l  my
enter ta inment .  Dead s taghorns
caused by  bur rowing  grubs  are
fes tooned each morn ing  w i th
b icker ing  c rows,  magp ies ,  ga lahs  and
28s,  wh i le  parde lo tes  search  the
shedd ing ,  rough,  wh i te  bark  o f
t runks  and branches fo r  insec ts .
During the heat of day, bees spew
f rom cracks  in  ho l low branches to
search  fo r  loca l  po l len  bear ing
f lowers ,  wh i le  kes t ra ls  and b lack
shouldered kites rest at their days
end,  l i ke  sent ine ls  on  the  very  t ips  o f
the  h  ighes t  s taghorns .

The tuart is a wonderful asset to
our  u rban env i ronment .  Those o f  us
who exper ienced and remember  our
assoc ia t ions  fee l  l i ke  we were  k ings
In 9reen casltes.

B Y  J O H N  H U N T E R

DID YOU KNOW?

White- tailed b l ac k- co c ka to os can
hear inuading grubs tunneling in
branchlets.
Theg then cheu through the
branches aith strcng beaks to
extract the morsels... aatch
out beloa.
Right now exceptionally large
areqs of tuarts haue been
attacked bu uood boring beetles.
Some trees aill die, but it is a
natural phenomenon and most
uill recoret
Tuart uood is so tough it was
L6ed in the past to make wagon
wheels, tool handles, decking for
railway carriages and journals

for propeller shafts.

suburbs between
and North Beach,

that have been lucky to escape the
ru th less  deve lopment  by  who lesa le
c lear ing  and leve l ing ,  a re  today  s t i l l
endowed w i th  these icons  wh ich
endure cool garden forest pockets
across  backyards  and park lands .

Those of us who were bought up
and s l i l l  l i ve  unoer  the  prorec t ive
canopy o f  tuar t  fo res t  w i l l  a lways
remember  un  iq  ue  s igh ts ,  sounds,
s m e l l s  a n d  a n t i c s  f a m i l i a r  t o  t h a t
env i ronment .

In the crazy days of the 50s at
Scarborough Pr ima ry  Schoo l ,  w i th
bare  fee t  and shor t  pants  (on ly  r i ch
k ids  had shoes  and ' longuns ' ) ,  runn ing
home f rom schoo l  th rough the  bush
meant  she l te r ing  f rom win ter  showers
under  g ian t  l imbs and cavernous  f i re
damaged t runks  o f  favour i te  tuar ts .
Here  a  sense o f  camarader ie  and
togetherness  he lped to  bond young
k ids  in  the i r  f ron t ie r  ne ighborhood.

Tuar t  t ree  cubb ies  and fo l iage
stockades provided sanctuary where
wide-eyed twelve year-olds discussed
the  coming o f  rock-n- ro l l  and  lads
whispered sweet nothings into the
de i ic ious  b lush ing  ears  o f  new g i r l s  to
the street.

The re len t less  (hore  o t  chopp ing
tuart wood chips from a back Iane
s tump tha t  you  cou ldn ' t  see  over
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A new weapon against the scoulge of
felal cats uas recentlU tested on
Hermite Island. See 'Isle of Cats' on
page 18-

In lhe fqr north ofWA, lhere is euidence
ofnot one, but tuo cosmic impacts.
See 'Cosmic Impocts in lhe Kimberley
on page 28.

A unique nehtork links uolunteet
groups and regional herbaria uith the
CALtul flora 'Name That
Plant' on page 35-

Westem Australia is aptly described
as the Wildllower State. Some 12.500
dilferent species are known from the uild,
with a huge range of colours, shapes
and characters. But man| species'once 

foLmd are lost again, and itk
aluays an euent when a species
thought to be extinct is rediscouered.
See 'Lost Jeweb in the Bush' on page 23.
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