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Black  cu  mu lon imbus c louds  . ' j
enve lope an  hor izon  o f  th rash ing
eucalypts, even the rigid stagheads of
tuar t  sp l in te r  and shat te r  under  the
onset of another winter storm.

ln  the  va l leys  o f  the  coas ta l
districts, very large, long-dead trees
conta in ing  inva  luab le  nes t ing  ho l lows,
nooks  and c rann ies ,  f ina l l y  succumb to
the forces of nature and thunder to
the Earth, eventually to become the
fodder of termites.

Among the  vo luminous  canop ies
o f  mar r i ,  tuar t  and garden t rees ,
passer ines  (o r  perch ing  b i rds) ,
drenched in the torrent of wind and
ra in ,  t igh ten  the i r  v ice  l i ke  g r ip  on
bark  and branch and prepare  fo r  a
seasona l  r ide  o f  v io lence.

One o f  the  smal les t  passer ines
currently enduring the metropolitan
win ter  i s  the  spot ted  parda lo te
(Pardalotus punctatus). This tiny, oarK-
coloured, white-spotted bird about
10  cent imet res  long usua l ly  f requents
the southern coolef eu(alypt forests,
bu t  i s  now in  i t s  seasona l  v is i t  a round
Perth.

A lso  to  be  seen is  the  s l igh t ly
bigger striated pardalote (Pardalotus
s t r ia tus) ,  wh ich  is  more  common
around Per th  dur ing  spr ing  and
summer, but shifts to open woodlands
in  the  nor th  and in land areas  in
w in te r .  l t s  appearance is  qu i te
different to the spotted species by
having a black crown usually streaked
with white, a very stubby black tail,
black wings with a white stripe and a
bright yellow stripe above the eye

54 u*ot"oo,t

Four species of pardalotes occur
th roughout  Aus t ra l ia .  The spot ted
and s t r ia ted  parda lo tes  conta in
severa l  su  bspec ies  and,  where
subspecies overlap breeding ranges,
there  may be  some resu l tan t
hybridisation with in each species.

The migra tory  wander ing  o f  a l l
parda lo tes  is  a t t r ibu ted  to  the
availabil ity of favourite food types.
As foliage-gleaning birds that feed
almost exclusively in eucalypts, they
have long legs and hop, run and creep
though h igh  fo l iage  l i ke  mice  They
are rarely seen as they fly bullet-l ike,
and usually at least twice the height
o f  the  ta l les t  t rees ,  as  they  migra te .

Dur ing  the  warm p lac id  days  o f
spr ing  and summer ,  the  incessant
sounds of 'chip-chip, chip-chip' by
s l r ia ted  parda lo tes  have resu l ted  in
the  occas iona l  name,  'headache b i rd ' .
In preparation for nesting, they have
been observed to climb house walls
and en ter  open k i l chen w indows in
search  o f  sp ider  webs,  wh i le  the
^ . . r  r n r n i (  ( i t  t ^  I I n . h

In the precinct of CALN4's Wildlife
Research  Cent re  a t  Woodva le ,  a
striated pardalote nested in a branch
hollow some three metres above the
ground. To the delight of staff. chicks
were heard. Howevet a week later, a
black-tailed monitor l izard (yaranus
tr6t/5) was observed protruding from
the now s i len t  ho le .  5uch is  l i fe .

5oon, spring wil l be here again and
while the spotted pardalotes presently
clutch for dear l i fe among the storm
tossed tree-tops, the coming of
sunny  days  and spr ing  w i l l  hera ld
their departure to the south and the
arrival of their striated cousins

Keep your eyes peeled and follow
the chip-chip. Eventually, you'l l  spot
the 'tree top mice'

B Y  J O H N  H U N T E R

DID YOU KNOW?

() Pordalotes haue scoop-shaped bills
and use them to prise sugar!
Ierps-the white scalg coating of
psgllid insects-from leoues and to
pich up other small insects and
grubs from tuigs.

O Spotted pardolotes generallg prefer

to nest in ground burrows, while
striateds prefer a high trunk
hollou.

Q While pordalotes are kean to
attqch others that encroach their
nest sites, theA are in tum oftm
chased by aggrasiue honegeaters.
Wotch your garden for the 'Dqaid

and Goliath' shou.
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Well-known Australian artist Ken Done
captures the colour and turbulence of the
horizontal waterfalh on the Kimberley's
Wandjina Coast.

Painting by Km Done
Racing Tide, Kimberley CoasN May 1999
(51 x 36 cm) oil cra,on and gouache
on papex

^*scorc 3




