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PLACES WHERE MEMORIES ARE MADE

The tem 'ndtional park' is one of the grcat brand names of the

aorld. It conjures up images of picture postcard natural

landscapes, abundant uildlife, and ecological balance. And gou'll

find them in mote than 160 countries from Afghanistan to

Zimbabue.

I rcmembet mg first uisit to anational park, sitting in absolute

aue in the back seat of mg parents' Plgmouth as ue dro\e

benedth the toueriflg jagged peaks and glistening glaciers ol'

llant'f National Pdrk in Canada. The allure of that park for fie

aas, and still is, more than the sueeping uistas and unparalleled

mountain scenerg, it aas the feeliw of stewing out into the

wildemess and experiancing a connection uith the land that is

not possible in an urban enoironment. It is something I continue

lo experience in special naturcl places like our oun Kariini

Nation(rl Park, unquestionabl! one ofthe greatest nqtionalpalks

gou ll find angwhere.

In this issue o/ TANDSCOPD, ue celebrate 1A0 lears of

National Parks in Western Australia: uhere ue't)e been an(l uhele

ue're going, uith stops in some of this State's most mdgnilicent
places. While a century k not long uhen compared uith the

association Abotiginal people haue hdd uith this land, it does

nake WA's national park sgstem one of the oldest on Earth.

An intercsling footnote i,s that uhile the Americens catl laa

claim to crcating the filst National Park in the ao d, lhe fi$t

area on the planet that uas actuallg called a National Park uas

The National Park in NerLJ South Wales in 1879 (renamed the

Rogal National Park in 1955). When the Federal Gooemment of

the Llnited States in March 1872 ptoclaimedthe lau that gare the

breathtaking Yelloastone area of Wgoming d conser\ation

status, the! refefted to it as d'public park ancl pleasure ground'

and onlg started using the term 'National Park' some gears lqter

l[estem Austrolia's national park sgstem began uith John

Forrest National park and, in thk bsue ofLINDSCOPE, rccentlg

retircd national park ranger Ceorge Dutburg takes us through

the historg of a park that has seen mang changes (see Premier

Pa*'I In'Feast for the Soul', Neil Taulor, Jane Scolt, Carolgn

Thomson Dans and Roger Banks intloduce lou to a feu of the

many attractions of Leeuuin-Naturaliste, the most oisited

national park in WA.

These are but a few of the special places okited in the follouing

pages. So, we hope that gou'll sit bock and enjog this issue of

LANDSCOPE ai /|l.jci as ue did in prepaing it fot !ou.

If gou're looking for fudher information on the Slate's

national park sgstem and details about national park passes, ue

inuite gou 10 uisit WA Natuallg, CALM'S outdoors and naturc

infotmation centre in hemantle (47 Henrg Street, open 10-5.30

etery dag except Tuesdags), ot use the extensiue infomation
you'll find on our Intemet site 'NatureBase'

(uuu.naturcbase.net) lo plan gour nexl ,isit to one or more of

ou nalional parl$-places uherc memories are made.
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BIRD MAN HONOURED

T E L E G R AP H

Earlier this yeai Kevin
a^;+o r ra<^p.farl

ornithologist and
tANDSCOPE Expeditions
leader, was awarded the
State Tourism's FACET Golden
Guide Award.

The award, a Western
Australian innovation, is for
excellence in tour guiding.
It is designed to encourage
individual tour guides and to
enhance tourism product and
visitor experience. Western
Australia is the only State to
offer an award for guiding.

Kevin, who has devoted
most of his life to nature-
based tourism, says of
himsel{: " My life is my work,
and my work is my life. I
began my career as a Forests
Department cadet and the
older foresters encouraged
me to develop my natural
history interests.
I bought my first company,
Cross Country Safaris, in
1975, and l 've never looked
back."

Kevin founded one of the
State's first wildlife tour
operations. Coate's Wildlife
Tours, in 1980, and is a
pioneer of the nature-based
tourism industry in Western
Australia. He and his wife
Yvonne, researched and
wrote the first tour guide

booklet on the Pinnacles,
now Nambung National Park.

Pioneering history is
another of Kevin Coate's
interests. He and Yvonne
have written three books on
Lonely Graves of Western
Australia, including one that
details burials at sea. In their
travels all over the state,
they have documented many
sites and uncovered poignant
and remarkable stories in the
process.

The quintessential
bushman, Kevin has led
natural history tours all over
Australia as well as overseas.
He also passes on his
knowledge through
community organisations and
is currently president of the
WA Naturalists Club.

" Kevin Coate is one of the
pioneers of the nature-based
tourism industry. and has
earned the respect of the
industry and the scientif ic
community, " said
LANDSCOPE Expedition's
Scientif ic Coordinator, Kevin
Kenneally, who nominated
Mr Coate for the award.

"He combines knowledge
and enthusiasm with a caring
and congenial personality
He richly deserves the award,
and it 's a very popular win, "

Mr Kenneally said.
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Sugorloat Rock is just one of the man!
featura that make Leeuwin-
Naturalkte Nationql Park the most
uisited park in WA. (See page 10.)

Windjano Gorge National Park holds
imporlant clues to the euolulion of fish.
See 'Old Fossih' on page 28.
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FEAST FOR THE SOUL

Premier Park: John Forrest National
Pa* is Westem Auslraliai oldesl park.
celebrating its centenar| Uear.
(See poge 22.)

Hnnacle of Pa*s: These unusual
formations make Nambung National
Park aell knoun the world ouer.
(See page 36-)

William Bay National Park displags a
miniature uersion of karri forest llorc.
(See page 42.)

With 67 national porks spread across
the State, park rangets are often the
first contact that uisitors haue with
the Department of Co$eruation and
Land Management (CALM). Apalt from
prouiding uisitors uith information and
guidance, theg perform a uital role in
the daU-to-dag management of their
local enuironment.

Couer illl.stration bg Gooitzen aan der Meet
Westem Australian artist and a graphic designer uith CALM.
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