
A new $100,000 visitor
centre at Purnululu National
Park in the Kimberley is
providing a focal point for
visitors seeking information
on the area's nature
conservation and cultural
values.

The park's strong Aboriginal
history and spectacular
scenery have seen visitor
numbers increase significantly
since it was gazetted in 1987.
Almost 20,000 people visit the
park each year and this is
expected to increase with the
groMh of nature-based
tourism in the Kimberley. lt
was this continuing groMh in
visitor numbers that made it
imperative that the
Department of Conservation
and Land Management
(CALM) build a new visitor

centre to ensure that people
had full access to information
about the heritage.
conservation and cultural
values of this high-profile
national park.

In the last five yeaB,
walking trackl roadg signs
and camping areas have been
provided so tour operatoE
and their clienB. along with
independent visitort can gain
access rn a way that protects
the natural environment and
is consistent with the
Purnululu National Park's
Management Plan.

The visitor centre aims to
enrich the experiences and
knowledge of visitors to the
park through educational
literature, displays and staff
contact.

As well as catering for

visitors, the new building
serves as a point for park
administration and
communicationt visitor
registrations, payment
of park fees and merchandising.

Revenue from the sale of
publications and souvenir
items helped to fund the
centre and will continue to
support the management of
the park.

For most of the busy dry
season, the new visitor centre

has been operated by CALM
staff, with the valuable
assistance of the park's
Volunteers.

The centre has been
designed to blend
harmoniously with its natural
surroundings. lt already has
proved to be popular with
tour companies. and their
clients, school groups. and
visitors, all of whom are
looking for a very special
brand of ecotourism.
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You're terrific. Thanks to you and the Z"4NDSCOP' Conservation Visa Card ,
from BankWest, the Gouldian finch's threatened habitat at pumpkin Spring
is increasingly protected. Yout support-and this card-are helping other
threatened species and ecological communities: the dwarfbeeorchia, CltU.rt,,
potoroo, mound spdng communities, the westem spiny-tailed skink etc.

we still need,sponsors. If you're opening an account, why not make it
woild's most accepted credit card---and save a threatened flower or animal

you're about it? The card won't cost you a cent. Each time you buy
ng with it, Bankwest makesla contribution to CAI,M's Endangered
Fund, and the good work can continue.

in the coupon, or phond the #nkwest Helpline on 13 1? 1g.

IYES-PIease 
send me more i r formar ion about the LANDSCOPf Conservat ion Vrsa

Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .Phone

Conservation Visa Card, Reply Paid 20, pO Box 8000, StirlinA Street,
WA 6849 (no stamp needed) or fax to (08) 9320 6788
faciliti€s for this card are provided by the Bank of West€rn Australia

108 St Georges Terrace, Perth, WA. ACN 050 494 454.
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Sugarloaf Rock is jusl one of lhe mqn!
features that make Leeuwin-
Naturaliste National Park the most
uisited park in WA. (See page 10.)

Windjana Gorge National Park holds
important clues to the euolution of fish.
See 'Old Fossils' on page 28.
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Premier Pork: John Forrest National
Park k Westem Australia's oldest park,
celebrating its centenary Aear.
(See pqge 22.)

Pinnqcle of Parlts: These unusual
formations make Nambung National
Park uell known the uorld ouer
(See page 36.)

William BaU National Park displags a
miniature uersion of karri forest llora.
(See page 42.)

With 67 national parks spread ocross
the State, park rongers arc often the
filst contact that aisitors haue uith
the Department of Conseruation and
Land Management (CALM). Apart flom
prouiding uisitors uith infomation and
guidance, they perfotm a uital role in
the day-to-day mqnagement of their
Iocal enuironment.

Couer illustralion bg Gooitzen L)an der Meer
Westem Attstralian artist and a graphic designer with CALM.
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