
PARK, A
For this special

IANDSCOPE in which
we celebrate the
centenary of national
parks in Western
Australia. we have
temporary moved out
of the urban scene
and into the parks.

The word 'antic'

s imp ly  means

fantastic, odd. or
ludicrous gesture
or posture; a trick'.

The evolution
of l i fe on Earth
itself could easily
be described as the
greatest antic ever.
Howevec unlike most
o ther  an ima l  l i fe ,
humank ind 's  t ra i t
of changing its environments
and habitats to suit its immediate
needs, is perhaps the most
concern ing  t r i ck  o f  a l l .

For this very reason, our national
parks and reserves system is there to
protect our natural environments and
native species from overuse and abuse
by a  growing ,  rap id ly -mob i le  human
population. The following are some of
the antics and events that have
occurred in national parks; some have
been humorous, some testy and some
life-threatening.

Nambung Nat iona l  Park 's
Pinnacles Desert attracts the attention
of many foreign visitors. one Japanese
maestro performed on a grand piano

at midnight in a direct telecast by
sa te l l i te  to  mi l l ions  o f  v iewers  a t
home. The logistics of the 'show' and
the  superv is ion  needed were ,  you

might  say ,  a  ranger 's  n igh tmare .
Another  Japanese ar t i s t  soon
responded and comple te  w i th
surveyors, cameras, sound equlpment,
rakes and shovels, proceeded to rake
concent r i c  c i rc le  pa t te rns  in  the
sands around chosen p innac les .
Floodlighting and the sound of water
dr ipp ing  in to  ceramic  bowls  a t
night created a oneness with the
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cons te l la t ions  above and what
appeared as the vast cosmic araveyard
in  the  park .

The Pinnacles Desert has also been
the photographic stage for beautiful
mannequ ins  in  h igh  fash ion  c lo thes .

Some 100 years  ago in  the
Kimberley, one of the most tragic
events took place in what is now
Tunnel Creek National Park. There,
Jandamarra, or Pigeon as he was also
known, was gunned down in a fierce
battle with pastoralists and police.

H is to ry  w i l l  dep ic t  h im as  a  f ine
guer i l la  leader  o f  the  Bunuba peop le

in their quest to resist an invasion by
Europeans into their country.

Nat iona l  parks  are  w i ld  p laces  and
there fore  can be  dangerous  fo r
visitors. After many warnings from
rangers in Torndirrup, an elderly man
was observed hang ing  over 'The Gap '
with camera in hand, while his wife
held him by his belt loops. Similarly,
climbing loose-rock vertical walls in
Karij ini and Kalbarri is foolish, while
throwing rocks into gorges where
peop le  f requent ly  wa lk  be low is
deplorable. Hence a ranger may be
forgiven Jor suggesting there are two

types of park visitors:
tourists and terrorists.

On a l ighter note, a
v is i to r  a t  M i l l s t ream
abided by the sign about
dogs. He was later found
in the park with his pet on
which he had painted a
large diagonal red stripe.
Further, a couple who
were  apprehended
mak ing  love  on
a popu lar  Leeuwin-
Natura l i s te  beach,
expressed ind  ig  na t ion
when asked by the
ranger to move along.
He was curtly reminded
of the nearby sign that
read 'Th is  i s  your

National Park-slow down
and enjoy it ' .

Consequently the then Director
of National Parks decreed that'doing
what  comes na tura l l y  i s  Pass ive
recreation, but should not be in an
area that offends other visitors'.

So... it 's not only frogs that go 'bonk'

in the parks.

BY JOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW

1) The fees charged for commercial

filming and other euents awrouedt

in national parlcs go directl| into

thot parkk accounts to prouide

neu facilities, safetu equiwsnt

and general maintenance,

O While all natiue animals are n1w
pro tected, Goaemment' doggers',

some 50 gears ago, laafullg

hunted dingos to tinction in

Nambung National Pork.

Q The safety of all people in national
parlts is the Department's concem,

but still renairc the respotuibilitg

of the uisitor.
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Sugorloaf Rock is jusl one of the mqng
features that make laeuwin-
Naturaliste National Park the most
ukited park in WA. (See page 10.)

Windjana Gotge Notional Park holds
imporlanl clues lo lhe euolulion ol fish.
See 'Old Fossils' on page 28.

Premier Park: John Forrest National
Park is Westem Australiob oldest park,
celebrating its centenarg gear. OLD
(See page 22.) JoHN

Pinnqcle of Parks: These unusual
formations make Nambung National
Pafk aell knoun the world ouer.
(See page 36.)

William Bay National Park displags a
miniature uersion of karri forest flora.
(See page 42.)
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With 67 national park spread across
the State, park rangers are often the
first contqct that uisitors harc uith
the Department of Conseruation and
Land Managemenl rcALItl). Apa from
prouiding uisitors uith information and
guidance, they perform a uitol role in
the daglo-daU management of their
Iocal enuironment.

Cooer illustration by Cooitzen uon der Meer,
Westem Australian artist and a graphic designer with CALM.
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