
-. Looking up from hertire, Pulpuru
Davies, a Pintqpi lady living in the
Gibson Desert, . identified the faded-
Museum ipecimen in my hand as
"liakurra", the oreat desert skink

. (Egernia kintorei). "We know them," .

ihe confided; "and tomorrow we \,iill

. find some for you."". 
. By early the next ridrning I h;d

cradled iri my hand one of.these
'v[$rant red lizards,]last ,eco/d"d,, iri -

. Weitern Auitralia in 1964. That day
the PintuDi ladies duq.uo three and
gave me a valuable lesson. in the

. ' 
blrrow systdm- with numerous ..

entrances,. venturing down to 1.5.
- . metr€s.below the desert, suiffacei For
' .  

rdasons . .as  ye l  unknown,  they-  ,

36 u*rscoru

. defecate in a comrfunal toilet site
close.to the w'arren, perhapi to signify )

their ownelship, or maybe to attract
insects for food,

In the cibson Desert, great deseit
skinks tend.to favour areas of spinifex '

(hummocl() grassland where thel€ is a
diverse fire pdttern. 

.Burrows 
are

, constructed. in unbuint vegetalion,
the . prickly spinifex pro6ably
preveniing irredators from digging up
their burrows, However, they venture
onto burnt areas tor feed on planti

,that spring up after: firq, , pdrticu lany

' 
by David Pearson

Photo by Brad Malyan
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indicated that dingoes eat the Species,
while the impact of foxes bnd feral

' 
cats is'still unknown. One cleai threat
to their conservation is . large
bushtrres, whrch Sweep away shelter
and food frbm vast ereas.'

The great desert skink does notlay
eggs,. but produces dp tqisix l ive.
young, which then shelter jn th€.
family burrow. Eventuallyr they
diiperse to establish their own hohe
ranges and burrows. The habitats .
occupied by great desert.skinks are
alio home to seveial other threatened
species sdch. ds . the mulgara
(Dasycercus clisticauda) and' bilby .

lMa(ltk -lagotk). Patch bqrning will.
behefit all of these species. Steve
MtAlpin, a consultant based in Alice
Springs, is currently predaring a
recovery plan for the skink. Ohe of the
main tasks in Western Aristralia will oe
to locate other fopufations of this
species, which formerly had a wide

: distribution across inland WA. .
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Bolonists rediscoDer a presumed extincl
grass perched on lhe mounlain tops ol
the Stirling Range National P1rk.
See pqge 43.

Discouer Pefth's eight regional parks
and thei special features and
ottrcctions on page 28.
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How can ue preser,e the Leeuain-
Natufttliste caues uhile catering for
increasing uisitation? See page 16.

Salinitg Stratega surueas are reueoling
that salinitu threatens more than 850
Wheatbelt plant species. Hou can
managers interuene? See Page 36.

Leam about the spineless aonders of
the marine world and their cleuer
disguises on pqge 42.

More than 160 different bird species
use Cape Arid National Park, which
lies on the South Coast about
120 kilometres east of Esperance.
The red-eared firetail is one of them.
This e:cotic-looking linch is confined
to south-uestem Aus tral ia.
It is found in areas of derue heath
and underyrouth in thick forest,
neuer too far inland. Cape Aid National Park
is the eastem limit of its distribution.

Coaer illustration by Philippa Nikulinsky
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