thirty on a Saturday mornmg-lm

middle of spring,”sun dancing on a-t'-mand-’sc_ ntist’"fhat Alfre)zi Cove should

glassy Swan River at low tide

and..what..no birds? Sounds Ikmtm ts value of
— e a

Bayswater not Melville,

Shoreline slush, steamingsamphire
and the wonderfu!, earthy odeur from
the very bowels of this rare Swan
estuarine nature reserve threw me
back to 1953. Then, the semi-rural
lowlands area between Perth and
Fremantle was sparsely populated and
the shoreline in the cove was very
close te pristine, There was no landfill,
no pesticides, no plastic rubbish, but
plenty of bugs, bush and birds

The Olympic opening ceremony
the night before had triggered a sense
of historic pride, so | thought I'd
wallow in a place where | had
wandered as a kid. Aithough it was
still early in the season for the return
of transequatorial wading birds
(which fly in from as far afield as
Siheria), | expected some species on
the beach or in the marsh, even local
herons and egrets.

A stroll along the beach within the
wildlife sanctuary indicated the
possible cause for the lack of
feathered fauna. On the white sand
below high water mark and out on to
the grey, rippied tidal flats were
hundreds of prints where birds had
been earlier, but they were intruded
upon by the erratic tracks of two
skittish canines, one the size of a small
dinosaur. The imprints of a pair of
joggers on the beach indicated that a
human was at the helm of the
disturbance. Problem solved.

In the 1970s it had been decided by
residents, the local council, naturalists
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“and® its  wildlife

bemg one of few remalmngfnatﬂral
Swan River shorelines, 'with a
complete food chain, fossil ground
and suite of plants and animals, made
it a jewel in the crown of the City of
Melville. The State Government and
the world signatories to the Japan-
Australia and China-Australia
Migratory Bird Agreement in turn
declared that the site be protected
against any disturbance

Of late, it is becoming evident that
residents and visitors exercising dogs
have forgetten or are simply not
content with using the adjacent
multi-use park areas. Alfred Cove
Nature Reserve and the adjacent
Swan Estuary Marine Park are under
siege and under threat.

The Department of Conservation
and Land Management (CALM)}, like
other park management agencies
throughout  the  world, has
implemented the policy of not
allowing dogs (even on a leash) into
any conservation parks or reserves.
This policy was developed in the late
1970s by the then Council of Nature
Conservation Ministers on the advice
of the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources—now the World Conservation
Union (IUCN)—to protect both
indigenous fauna and the rights of
other park users.

Further, Census information
indicates that the majority of reserve
visitors do not want dogs in
conservation areas. Their reasons...

: ,some dogsglo knock down chilcren
“and they®will frolic in crowded
situations that may be dangerous in

“hazardous areas, such as near water,
-.cliff tops and gorges;

« dogs foul the ground where people
walk or sit, and their behaviour is
unpredictable.
» people do let dogs loose when
rangers are not in the vicinity, and
other visitors complain
Unfortunately, ‘the poor old dog'
cannaot read our signs or understand
our need for protection measures, so
let's give it a break. Please don't
bring your pets into these special
areas; it may cost you, and cause
them to be sent to the 'dog house'.

BY JOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW?

O The greenshank (Tringa nebularia)
and 32 other species of wader fly
from Mongoelia, Stheria and other
parts of eastern Asia each spring
and spend the summer in Alfred
Cove and other Australian
wetlands. During the last few
years, greenshank numbers have
been down considerably.

O The Alfred Cove flats are
comprised of shells some 7,000
years old, and record levels
reached by the rise in the sea
20,000 to 6,000 years ago,
following the last ice age.

© Some 10,000 waders visit the
Swan Estuary Marine Park and
more than 140 species of birds
can be seen at Alfred Cove.
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More than 160 different bird species
use Cape Arid National Park, which
lies on the South Coast about
120 kilometres east of Esperance.
The red-eared firetail is one of them.
This exotic-looking finch is confined
fo south-western Australia.
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