
U R B A N  A N T I C S

What... nri birds?.-
Alfred Cove looked a picture. Nioe;j-- i \,

thirty on a Saturday morning i;i:ifie;=*-+. rl

middle of sprlng, sun dancing on a.-"and*i.eh1i'.{
g lassy  Swan R iver  a t  low t ide  be  :

Shore l ine  s lush ,  s teaming sarhph i re
and the  wonder fu l ,  ear thy  odour  f rom
the very  bowels  o f  th is  ra re  Swan
estuar ine  na ture  reserve  th rew me
back  to  1953 Then,  the  semi - ru ra l
low lands  area  be tween Per th  and
Fremant le  was sparse ly  popu la ted  and
the  shore l ine  in  the  cove was very
c lose  to  p r is t ine .  There  was no  landf i l l ,
no  pes t ic ides ,  no  p las t i c  rubb ish ,  bu t
p len ty  o f  bugs ,  bush and b i rds

The o lym p ic  open ing  ceremony
the  n igh t  be fore  had t r iggered a  sense
of  h is to r ic  p r ide ,  so  I  thought  I 'd
w a l l o w  i n  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  l h a d
wandered as  a  k id .  A l though i t  was
s t i l l  ear ly  in  the  season fo r  the  re tu rn
o f  t ransequator ia l  wad ing  b i rds
(wh ich  f l y  in  f rom as  fa r  a f ie ld  as
Siberia), I expected some species on
the  beach or  in  the  marsh ,  even loca l
herons  and egre ts .

A  s t ro l l  a long the  beach w i th in  the
wi ld  l i f  e  sanc tuary  ind ica ted  the
poss ib le  cause fo r  the  lack  o f
fea thered fauna on  the  wh i te  sand
be low h igh  water  mark  and ou t  on  to
the  grey ,  r ipp led  t ida l  f la ts  were
hundreds  o f  p r in ts  where  b i rds  had
been earlier, but they were intruded
upon by the erratic tracks of two
sk i t t i sh  can ines ,  one the  s ize  o f  a  smal l
d inosaur .  The impr in ts  o f  a  pa i r  o f
joggers  on  the  beach ind ica ted  tha t  a
human was a t  the  he lm o f  the
d is tu rbance Prob lem so lved.

In  the  1970s i t  had been dec ided by
res idents ,  the  loca l  counc i l ,  na tura l i s ts

54 r,r.r,.cu.l

rt Alfred Cove should
an'd-j itt wildlife

,rlts value of unpredictable.

l ' . -. the scent of a dog lingers and causes
wildU:fe- tg vacate areas for

. .  s i tua t ions  tha t  may be  dangerous  in
hazardous areas, such as near water,

- '  - cl iff tops and gorges;

{q

.  dogs  fou l  the  ground where  peop le
wa lk  o r  s i t ,  and  the i r  behav iour  s

a n d .  w h a t . . . n o  b i r d s ?  S o u n d s  I
Bayswater not Melvil le. 

- - 
O"ing one of few rema inir@ln6tttral
Swan R iver  shore l ines ,  w i th  a
comple te  food cha in ,  foss i l  g round

and su i te  o f  p lan ts  and an imals ,  made
i t  a  jewe l  in  the  c rown o f  the  C i ty  o t
Me lv i l le  The Sta te  Government  and
the  wor ld  s ignator ies  to  the  Japan-
Aust ra  l ia  and Ch ina  Aus t ra l ia
Migra tory  B i rd  Agreement  in  tu rn
declared that the site be protected
aga ins t  any  d is tu rbance

Of  la te ,  i t  i s  becoming ev ident  tha t
res idents  and v is i to rs  exerc is ing  dogs
have fo rgo t ten  or  a re  s imp ly  no t
conten t  w i th  us ing  the  ad jacent
mul t i  use  park  a reas .  A l f red  Cove
Nature  Reserve  and the  ad jacent
Swan Estuary  lVar ine  Park  a re  under
s iege and under  th rea t .

The Depdr lmenr  o {  Conservd t ion
and Land Management  (CALM) ,  l i ke
orner  park  management  agen( ie \
th roughout  the  wor ld ,  has
imp lemented the  po l i cy  o f  no t
a l low ing  dogs  (even on  a  leash)  in to
any conServalon parKs or reserve5.
Th is  po l i cy  was deve loped in  the  la te
1970s by  the  then counc i l  o f  Nature
conserva t ion  IMin i5 te r5  on  Ihe  adv ice
of  the  In te rna t iona l  Un ion  fo r  the
Conserva t ion  o f  Nature  and Natura l
Resources now the World Conservalion
Union  ( IUCN)  to  p ro tec t  bo th
ind igenous fauna and the  r igh ts  o f
other park users.

Fur ther ,  Census  in fo rmat ion
indicates that the majority of reserve
v is i to rs  do  no t  want  dogs  in
(onservation areas. fheir rea50ns

.  peop le  do  le t  dogs  loose when
rangers  a re  no t  in  the  v ic in i ty ,  and
other  v is i to rs  com p la in

Unfor tunate ly ,  ' the  poor  o ld  dog '
cannot  read our  s igns  or  unders tand
our  need fo r  p ro tec t ion  measures ,  50
le t ' s  g ive  i t  a  b reak  P ease don ' t
b r ing  your  pe ts  in to  these spec ia l
a reas ;  i t  may cos t  you ,  and cause
them to  be  sent  to  the  'dog house ' .

B Y  I O H N  H U N T E R

DID YOU KNOW?

1) The greenshank (Tringa nebularia)

and J2 other species of uader llg

from Mongolia, Siberia (md other
parts ofeasteffi ,]6�ia each spring

and spend the summer in Alfred

Core and other Australian

uetlands. During the last fea
years, greenshank numbers haue

been doan c ons i derab I !!.

1) The Alfred Coue llats cre

comprised ofshells some 7,000
years old, and record leuels

reached by the rise in the sea
20,000 to 6,004 years ago,
following the last ice age.

() Some 10,000 aqde$ risit the

Swan Estuary Marine Park and

more than 140 species of bir^

can be seen at Alfred Coue.

:. -i ' ,{ ift some dog&to. kno'l down r hilot en
-and 

therFwi / i  l "o l i c  in  c rowded
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Botanists redbcouer a presumed extinct
grass perched on the mountain tops of
the Stirling Range National Park.
See page 43-

Discouer Perth\ eight regional parhs
and their special features and
attractions on page 28.
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How can ue preserue the Leeuuin-
Naturaliste caues uhile catering for
increosing uisitation? See page 16.

Salinit| StrategA suluers are reuealing
that salinitg threatens more than 850
Wheatbelt plant species- How can
managers interuene? See page 36.

Leam about the spineless uonders of
the morine uorld and their cleaer
disguises on page 42.

More than 160 different bird species
use Cape Arid Nationql Park, ahich
Iies on the South Coast about
120 kilometres eost of Esperance.
The red-eared firetail is one of than.
Thk exotic-loohing finch is confined
to south-uestem AustraliL.
It is found in areas of derue heath
ond underglrouth in lhick forest,
neaer too far inland. Cape Arid National Park
is the eastem limit ofits distribution.
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