
MILLENNIUM SEEDBANK

Western Australia has
been invited to be part of
the Royal Botanic Gardens.
KeW UK Mi l lenn ium Seed
Bank Project (MSBP).

The MSBP lnternational
Program is a 1o-year global
conservalron program
conceived. developed and
managed by the Seed
Conservation Department at
the Royal Botanic Gardens,

The project aims to collect
and conserve 10 per cent of
the world's seed-bearing
plants. mainly from the
world's drylands, by 2010.
This represents some 24,000
species. lt also aims to
develop research, training
and capacity building
relationships worldwide in
order to support and
advance seed conservation.

Over the past few years,
some 93 per cent of the
entire United Kingdom
native seed-bearing flora
has been collected and
conserved in long-term
stora9e.

The Brit ish Government's
Mi l lenn ium commiss ion  has
provided $83 mill ion
towards the project. More
than $800,000 wil l be
allocated to the Department
of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) and
the Botanic Gardens & Parks
Authority (BGPA) to fund
the Western Australian
component over the next
10 years.

seed samples wil l be
collected and placed in
long-term secure storage.
The seed wil l be regularly
tested to ascertain its
viabil ity. lf viabil ity drops,
seed will be recollected. The
stored seeds wil l be
available to use for re-
establishing plant species
that become extind in the
wi ld .

Over the next 10 years,
CALM's Threatened Flora
Seed Centre at the WA
Herbarium will collect seeds
from '1,000 of WA's least-
known species. Seed wil l be
held in long-term storage in
both WA and the United
Kingdom.

The project wil l also entail
studies within WA involving
CALM and the Botanic
Gardens & Parks Authority,
as well as collaborative
research between WA and
the seed Conservation
Department of the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew. The
studies wil l improve the
knowledge of germination.
storage and how seeds
maintain dormancy.

WA is well-placed to play
an active role in this
important project. CALM's
Threatened Flora Seed
Centre at the WA
Herbarium plays a pivotal
role in the State's flora
conservation efforts.

CALM and BGPA'S
collaboration in the
Millennium Seed Project wil l
build on WA's expertise in
conserving flora in the wild,
particularly threatened
species, and enhance
conservation init iatives such
as CALM'5 Western
Everlasting Project and the
BGPA's collaborative
endangered plant rescue
program.

Western Everlasting,
init iated two years ago, is a
broad-ranging program that
aims to reduce the impact
of threats such as dieback
disease and weeds, and
establish new populations
of threatened species in
suitable habitat.

Using seed banks is a
relatively new and under-
used tool to combat the loss
of global plant diversity.
While the emphasis and
priority wil l continue to be
maintaining native species
in the wild. seed banks are

an impor tan t ' insurance
policy'.

The loss of biodiversity is
of enormous concern.
particularly in areas such as
WA, where as many as 450
native plant species are at
risk because of encroaching
salinity in the species-rich
wheatbelt region. About 20
per cent of WA's flora may
be susceptible to dieback
and also in danger of
extinction.

Millennium Seed Bank Centre
Manager Anne Cochnne shous
Regelia megacephala seeds
collected ftom Catn Hill, north
of Moofa, to Principal Research
Scientist Daoid Coates and
fu inc ipa I Researc h Sc ient i st
Margaret Bgme.
Photo Vema Costello
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Winner of the 1998 Alex Haris lvedalfor excellence in science and environment reoonino.

Armed uith sketch pad, pencik, pens
ond paints, an inlrepid group of artbts
set olf on a brand neu LANDSCOPE
expedition. See 'Auash uith Colout'
on page 28.

Four more conseruation reserues now
olfer greater protection to areas in
around the Mitchell Plateau. See
of the Plateau' on page 48.
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Most of us only know of the exotic
pest ants that inoade our kitchens.
But what of the great Australian ants?
See page 23.

Ningaloo Marine Park and Cape Range
National Park lie side bg side in our
north-uest comer. Read about hou
theU are managed on page 17.

Scientkts
to locate,
research,
page 41.

continue to deuelop
track and trap
See 'Took of
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For mang gears, the decline of
frogs in aarious parts of the
has puzzled conseraationi st s.
A breakthrough came in 1996
scientists isoloted a neu kind of
fungus that infects ond maU kill
Westem Australian research nou
under way is beginning to ansuer
some initial suestions about the
and its ifiryact on our unique frogs.
See 'In Pursuit of the Frog Fungus'
on page 10.
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