
Eridal creeper is a highly
invasive weed with the
potential to become
rampant throughout the
south of Western Australia,
and make a disastrous
impact on WAs natural
ecosystems. Already classed
by the National Weed
Strategy as a Weed of
National Significance, it has
been rated as a high
priority for adion in CALM'S
Environmental Weed
Strategy for WA since 1999.

Bridal creeper (Asparagus
asparagoides), a relative of
the familiar asparagus
vegetable, is one of
southern Australia's worst

environmental weeds and is
prevalent in many WA
bushlands and waterways.
It is a perennial climber
from South Africa that
smothers existing
vegetation. lts extensive
and impenetrable tuber
matt competes with native
plants for nutrients, and
prevents the germination
of native seedlings. Bridal
creeper is diff icult to
control with herbicides, as
the tuber matt has many
growing points requiring
repeated applications of
herbicide to kil l  i t. Also, the
herbicide may contact
surrounding vegetation.

So what is the answer?
Perhaps biological control,
using natural enemies from
the weed's country of
origin would be a more
sustainable method of
controll ing bridal creeper.

In 1999, the CslRo and
the Cooperative Research
Centre (CRC) Weed
Management Systems, with
support from CALM,
released the bridal creeper
leafhopper, an insect from
South Africa that attacks
the plant, Several releases
of the leafhopper have
been made, and it has
demonstrated its abil ity to
rapidly defoliate bridal
creeper, with early results
showing great promise.
While demand for the
insect Australia-wide is
greater than available
stocks, there is a way a local
school or community group
may be able to help. The
leafhopper is easy to rear in
a ctassroom or nome
environment, and can then
be released at local
infestations.

To help people get
involved in rearing their
own leafhoppers, the CSIRO
and the CRC Weed
Management Systems have
developed a website that
contains all the information
needed to start a rearing
project. Already, several WA
schools have taken part in
the project, and the website

can help schools in other
States to become involved.
The reader can find the
website at:
http:/fuvww.ento.csi ro.au/
resea rch/weedmgmUbridal
_creeper/

The breeding of bridal
creeper leafhopper in
schools is educational, fun
and an excellent way of
involving young Western
Australians in the
protection of our natural
environment from this
potentially disastrous weed.

Readers interested in
learning about and/or
helping to eradicate the
bridal creeper weed can
also contact their local
CALM district office for
advice on where to find
bridal creeper plants, and
where best to release the
leafhopper offspring.

Izft: cSIRo Research Oflicer
Kathrgn Batchelor examines a
leafhoppet one of manu raised
bg Swanboume Primarg
School students.
Photo - Peter MaloneA

Below: Adult bridal creeper
bafhower.
Photo - Mike Keller
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SEA ANEMONES

Westem Australian botanists are taking
part in a global plan to store seed from
I0 per cent of the worldb llora bg 2010.
See page 23.

Discouer the rich bird life ond
tranquillitr of the Canning Ritel
Regional Park on page 17.

Paradoxicallg, the stinging tentacles
of sea anemones-a group of
camiaorous inuertebrates that
sometimes resemb Ie colourful
llowers-can also prouide a safe
hauen for many undmtater
creatures. Anemonefis h gain
immunitg to the stinging cells
ond liue primaily in sea anemone
tentacles. Other animak, such as
c:rabs, carr| a protective anemone
on their backs. Tum to page 28.
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The Pilbarab numerous islands are rich
in historg, wildllowers and wildlife, with
prolific marine life in the sunounding
uqters. See page 34.

Mang of WA! threatened marsupiols
can be seen in the south-west for the
first time in decades. Read about their
retum to DrAandra Forest on page 10.

Mushrooms the size of a dinner plote
cqn oppear uithin 48 hours of a fire in

CAPTIVATING CANNING


