
SCAVENGING SHRIMP EXPANDS ITS TERRITORY
Banded cleaner shrimps

(Stenopus hispidis) are
attractive red and white
striped shrimps usually
found in tropical waters.
Also known as banded coral
shrimps, their normal
distribution in Australia is
often given as 'from the
North West Cape in WA,
across northern Australia to
southern NSW'.

The banded cleaner
shrimp is named for its
habit of cleaning parasites
and dead tissue from fish
(especially large moray eels).
Red and white bands
extend along the slender
body and down its third
pair of clawed legs. The
carapace, abdomen and
third pair of legs are spiny.
Claws for cutting and
picking up food occur on
the first two pairs of legs,
while large pincers on the
third pair are mainly used
for display or to threaten.

Banded cleaner shrimps
are usually found in pairs in
an established territory
such as under a coral ledge,
or in the folds of huge
barrel sponges. Females can
grow up to nine centimetres
long, while the males are
slightly shorter.

The distribution of these
exquisite l i tt le shrimps has
been increasing southwards
along the WA coast, and for
a number of years they have
been recorded around
Rottnest lsland and in the
Marmion Marine Park.

More recently, banded
cleaner shrimps have been
found in Geographe Bay and
in the proposed marine park
between Cape Naturaliste
and Cape Leeuwin. There
are now so many regutar
sightings of cleaner shrimps
that they are included in
CALM'S book, Wonders of
Western Waters: the Marine

Life of South-Western
Ausfral/a by 5ue Morrison
and Ann Storrie. There has
even been a report that
banded cleaner shrimps
have taken up residence in
areas east of Albany.

Their appearance in
temperate waters is believed
to be largely due to the
Leeuwin Current, a band of
warm water that originates
in the tropics and meanders
down the west coast and
around Cape Leeuwin.
In places, the current is
about 50 kilometres wide
and up to 200 metres deep
off the coast. From Cape
Leeuwin, it pivots eastward
into the Southern Ocean
and flows towards the
Great Australian Bight,
where it eventually peters
out. On the way, it deposits
many marine larvae and
nutrients that it brings

down from the tropics and
mangrove systems found in
northern Australia.

Banded corcl shrimp
Photos - Ann Stotie

tuuoscorc 7



CAPTIVATING CANNING
CHRISTINE

OUR FROZEN FUTURE
ANNE C0CHRANE. . . . . . . . . . .  .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . 23

SEA ANEMONES
ANN STORRI

PEARLS OF THE PILBARA
D0RtAN M0R0 & FRAN STANLEy. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34

LINKING THE LANDSCAPE
PETERWt1KtN5... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41

FRUITS OF FIRE
R | C H A R D  R 0 8 | N 5 0 N . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  .  . . 4 8

BUSH TELEGRAPH

ENDANGERED
vINETHICKETS 0N DAt\4PtER PENtNSULA.. .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47

URBAN ANTICS
WHICH BANKSIA?

1 7

Westem Austrulian bolanists are laking
parl in a global plan to store seed from
l0 per cent of the uorld\ flora bg 2010-
See page 23.

Discouer the ich bird life and
tr(nguillitg of the Canning Riuer
Regional Park on page 17.

Paradoxically, the s tinging tentacles
of sea anemones-a group of
c amirorous inoert e brat es t hat
s omet imes r esemb le co lour fu I
flowers can abo prouide a safe
hauen for many underuater
c rea tures. Anemone fis h g ain
immunity to the stinging cells
and liue primarilg in sea anemone
tentqcles. Other enimak, such as
crqbs, carr| a protectiue enemone
on their bqcks. Tum to page 28.

Couer illustration bg Ellen Hickman
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Mushrooms the size of a dinner plate
can appear within 48 hours of a lire in
lhe kafti forest, Reod about forcst fungi
01 page 48-

The Pilbarab numerous islands are rich
in hislorg. uildllowers qnd aildlife. uith
prolific marine life in the suffounding
waters. See page 34.

Mong of WA\ threatened marsupials
can be seen in the south-uest for the
ftrst time in decqdes. Read about their
retum to Drgandra Forest on pqge lA.


