
WOYLIES REINTRODUCED ON FARMING PROPERTIES
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A total of 38 woylies has
been released on to two
Harvey farms as part of a
program to restore nature's
balance in the region. The
'l 24-hectare farm Wildwater
and the 300-hectare farm
Sunnyvale-neighbouring
properties on the banks of
the Harvey River-are listed
with CALM's Land for
Wildlife scheme, where pa rt
of the land is registered as
wildlife habitat. Land for
Wildlife is a voluntary
scheme where landowners
manage pa rt of the
property for nature
conservation. lt is an
integral part of the State
Salinity Strategy and part-
funded by the Natural
Heritage Trust.

This is the first t ime
woylies have been released
on private property without
predator-proof fencing, and
reflects the continuing
success of CALM's Western
Shield native wildlife
recovery program. This is

the first step towards
reintroducing native
animals to private rural
properties where the farm
owners bait for foxes.

I ne Tarmers use tu6u, a
toxin that occurs naturally
in a group of plants known
as the 'poison peas'
(Gastro/obium species).
At Wildwater, foxes have
been baited with eggs
injected with 1080 every
two or three months since
1994. Brushtail possum and
quenda are now regularly

found on the farm and in
surrounding areas. At
Sunnyvale, the owner baits
nearly every month and no
foxes or feral cats are now
seen on the property.

Bordering the farms is the
Had{ield Forest Block,
where a further 3'l woylies
were also released. Woylies
have now been translocated
to more than 20 sites in WA,
and these latest releases wil l
help consolidate the species.

Woylies eat mostly
underground fungi and

supplement this diet with
bulbs. tubers, seeds. insect
larvae and resin. As they
move about, digging for the
fruit ing bodies of fungi,
woylies bring many benefits
to their environment,
inc lud ing  improved ra in fa l l
infi l tration of the soil and
dispersal of fungi that aid
plant growth. Because
woylies are prolif ic breeders
and thrive in a wide range
of habitats, they are usually
the first candidate for
reintroduction for many
areas in the south-west of
WA. CALM will monitor the
progress of the animals
released in Hadfield Forest
Block for the next three
years.

Top: A uo!lie.
Photo Babs & Bei Wells/CALM

Aboue left: Famer Don Watts
releases a uoglie on to his
propertg, Wilduatet, as CALM
Westem Shield Zoologisl Peter
Orell looks on.
Photo NigelHiggs/CALM
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Westem Australiqn botqnists are taking
part in a global plon to store seed from
10 per cent of the uorldb flora by 2010.
See page 23.

Discouer the rich bird life and
tranquillity of the Caming Ri\er
Regionol Park on page 17.

Paradoxicallg, the stiwing tentacles
ofsea anemones---< group of
camiuorous fuDertebrates that
somet imes resemb Ie colourful
llowers-can ako prouide a safe
haaen for mang underwotet
crea tures - Anemonefish gain
immunity to the stinging cells
and liue primarilg in sea anemone
tentacles- Other animab, such as
crabs, caffU a ptotectiue anemone
on their backs. Ttrm to page 28.

Coter illustrotion by Ellen Hickman

Many ofwAb threatened marsupials
can be seen in the south-west for the
first time in decodes. Reqd about their
retum to Drgandra Forest on page 10.

Ex€(utive editor: Ron Kawalilak
Editors: David cough, Cafolyn lhomson-Dans
Story editors: Verna Costellq Sue McKenna
Advertising copy and editorial assistance: Caris Bailey
Scientitidt€chnical advice: Andrew Burbidge, Chds Simpson, Keith
lvoirit Paullones and staff of CALlVScience Division
Design and production: Tiffany Abe n, Marid Duthie,
GooiEen van der ̂ 4eer
lllustration: Ellen Hickman, lan Dickinson. cooiEen van def l\,leer
Cartog.aphf Promaco Geodraft
Mark€tingr Enell€ de san Miguel' {08}9334 0296 Far (08)9134 0498
Subscriplion enquiries: ' {08)9334 0481 or108)93340437
Colour Separation by Colourbox Digital
Printed in Westem Aunralia by Lamb Print
@155N0815-,1465 Allmatedalcopyrighl Nopanof rhe@nr€ntsof thepubliGiion
may be rcproduced wirhout the consent of the publishets

do not send unsoli(ited mate al to lAllDJCOPf, but feel free
telephone the edito6.

NatureBase at www.naturebase net

Published by the Department of
ConseMtion and land Management,
Dick Perry Avenue, Kensington,

", ,^, ,*,- ," ,O
Conservation

conreNins the notute ol wa

touoscorc 3




