
It's different today.-Trrd 'iGfu$; a-i.:ii .."-.-:

::li; JH,"#Fffi i^"]*ffi$1;ii +''.
contronted wrth thetr parent s ponrco &-- . '- .tr> '- I
pot containing an exotic plant tB!^."-
ernr rahlv re<emhle< an Foytr f ra n

buttercups, prickly Moses 6nd found around the Perth
intermittent large eucalypts. What's area. The two most and fruits are so many and

more, there were no fences . . . at all often found together, 
"are

varied that you may indulge in a

When the banksias were felled to banksia (8. menziesii), with it i-si lver
make way for other houses, I would grey to rich pinkish-orange flotAls,
spend hours bouncing on the heavily and slender banksia (8. attenuatb),
blossomed and fruited branches, with lts yellow flowers. ln areas north
handing out toy tram tickets to l itt le of the Swan River, acorn banksia
kids while receiving bottle caps from (8. prionotes), which prefers yellow

each in  re tu rn  fo r  a  w i ld  r ide  sands ,  i s  a lso  common and fu r ther
in  parad ise .  And the  magn i f i cen t  enhances  the  co lour  spec t rum
banksia blossoms were never wasted, thereabouts with its manicured white
they were gathered as a token of and orange'acorns'.
peace fo r  coming home la te ,  the  Many nec tar ivorous  an imals  re ly
armfu ls  o f  s i l ken  f lower -sp ikes  on  the  banks ia  f lowers  as  a  source  o f
caressing our flushed faces while fresh food and. while clambering over the
nectar seduced the nostri ls. f lower-spikes, poll inate them as they

Banksias of the Family Proteaceae travel from tree to tree. While various
are distinctive evergreen trees or species of honeyeater gather nectar,
shrubs  found in  much o f  Aus t ra l ia ,  insec t  ea ters  such as  b lack- faced
wi th  one spec ies  in  New Guinea cuckoo-shr ikes ,  w i l l i e  wagta i l s  and
Unl ike  most  o ther  p lan ts ,  banks ias  ra inbowbee-eatersp lunder themany
have mass ive  f lower -sp ikes ,  each bugs  a t t rac ted  to  the  b looms.
genera l l y  resembl ing  a  'ha i ry  Possums a lso  invade the  t rees  fo r

cylindrical brush' at the end of some insects and nectar.
branches. The'brush' is in fact a dense The larvae of various weevils and
cluster of several hundreds or moths burrow into the flower-spikes,
thousands of f lowers arranged spirally where they feed on the soft material
a round a  woody ax is .  As  the  buds  o f  and deve lop ing  seeds .  Carnaby 's
each flower mature and unravel in a black-cockatoo uses the spikes of
wave f rom e i ther  the  top  or  the  cand le  banks ia  as  a  ch ie f  food source
bottom of a spike, they present an for both seeds and weevil larvae.
acorn shape. particularly on the short one of the unusual things seen in
stubby inflorescences, as the pollen the forks of banksia trees is a strange
presenters stiffen and extend bunch of dry, brown deformed
outwards .  In  some spec ies ,  th is  shoots ,  commonly  re te r red  to  as
produces a bea utifu I two-toned co lou r 'witch's brooms'. lt is thought that
to the spike. burrowing grubs introduce bacteria
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that induce a cancer, and the tree is
ab le  to  dea l  w i th  i t  in  such a  manner
and continues to grow.

Banksias can hardly be discussed
in  depth  in  such a  br ie f  a r t i ( le  as  th is ,
so head for the l ibrary or your local
nursery  to  enqu i re  fu r ther  about
these true Australians. The forms,

prostrate, a dwar{ or a giant for your

backyard. Even after the beautiful
f lower has gone, the long-lasting and
decorative 'nut' is worthy of being
described as the only weird character
miss ing  f rom Wal t  D isney 's 'Fantas ia '

BY JOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW?

() There are 75 species of banksia in

all, 59 of uhich occur in WA.

O Banksias aith a thin, smooth bark

are susceptible to being killed bg

fire and reproduce bg shedding
their uinged seed.

The seed is shed after the heat of

the lire opens the seed follicles.

() Thirta-sLt species haue a thick,

rough, fire-tolerant bark and

sprout from that, or their

underyrcund lignotuber.

1) While Aboriginal people dipped

the slender banksia or 'biara' in

water and sucked the sueet nectar

eons before, Joseph Banks first

collected four species at Botanu

Bag in April 1770.
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