ENDANGERED PLANTS TRANSPLANTED FOR SURVIVAL

Five critically endangered
plants are being or have
been transplanted into
nature reserves near
Busselton in a bid to save
each species from extinction.

The project is part of an
overall nature conservation
initiative to conserve the 353
declared rare plants in
Western Australia, of which
102 are considered to be
critically endangered. The
plants include the western
prickly honeysuckle,
McCutcheon’s grevillea, the
ironstone petrophile, the
butterfly brachysema and the
Abba bell. All five once grew
on the Abba Wet Ironstone
Flats near Busselton—a

vegetation structure listed
as a critically endangered
ecological community
because more than 90 per
cent has been cleared.
The plants existed in areas
threatened by dieback, weed
infestation, development
and mining, so they were
likely to become extinct in
the near future.

The new translocation
sites, 20 kilometres east of
Busselton, both have
ironstone soils, but the
vegetation has been altered
by past land uses.

The sites were recently
bought and declared Class A
nature reserves.

The western prickly

honeysuckle, McCutcheon's
grevillea, butterfly
brachysema and Abba Bell
grew in only one area and
were ranked as critically
endangered between 1995
and 1998. The plants

currently have populations of

between 15 and 170 plants.

The ironstone petrophile had

170 plants, located in three
areas, and was ranked as
critically endangered in 1994.

In 2000, the Department of

Conservation and Land
Management carried out
preliminary translocations of
McCutcheon’s grevillea and
western prickly honeysuckle,
with an 86 per cent survival
rate.
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The forces that shaped the geology and
landforms of the south-west began more
than 3,500 million years ago. Read the
facinating story on page 10.

Within 40 years, the numbat has risen
from near extinction fo endangered
with 10 populations in WA and inferstate.
See ‘Numbats Forever’ (page 17).

The Marine Community Monitoring
Program is a new and ambitious program
to involve the communify in keeping
our oceans clean. See page 35.

Shark Bay Marine Park provides
spectacular opportunities for divers and
snorkellers. No wonder it is called Bay
of Delights. See page 23.

The history of Aboriginal occupation in
the Leeuwin-Naturaliste region spans
50,000 years. Find out more in ‘History
from the Caves’ (page 40).
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Leschendulitas are some of

the most widely known and
recognisable plants in Western
Australia. They have fantastic
horticultural value and

provide glorious floral

displays. The wreath »
leschenaltia is a favourite ..
with visitors during our
wildflower season.

See page 23.
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