




he embayments of Shark Bay
Marine Park offer many shallow,

but highly recommended, dive and
snorkel sites. While there are many
sites that experienced divers would find
challenging, there are numerous very
pretty coral gardens that you can easily
explore equipped only with mask,
snorkel and fins. Some of these are
accessible from shore, so you don't even
need a boat to discover the many
marine delights of Shark Bay.

LARGE SEA CREATURES
One of the greatest thrills of diving

is to encounter large and mysterious
sea creatures. fu well as being famous
for its sociable dolphins, divers in Shark
Bay may come face to face with turtles,
dugongs, whale sharks and other large
fish.

Divers and boaters ftequently see
marine turtles and dugongs. Green and
loggerhead turtles are common in
Shark Bay all year round. From October
onwards, congregations of loggerhead
turtles can be seen in the waters around
Dirk Hadog Island as they prepare for
the start of the breeding season. At
mating time, males usually cluster
around and compete for females, which
inevitably breed with more than one
male. The shallow marine environment
of Shark Bay has one of the largest and
most secure populations of dugongs in
the world, with an estimated 10,000

animals. Their hearing is excellent,
allowing them to detect boats and other
disturbances at a distance, and they
may respond to the presence of a boat
by coming to investigate. They are
extremely shy, however, and will move
away at the slightest hint of a threat.

A number of whales enter the bay
during wintet when you may be able to
see them on the way to various dive
sites. From December to July, whale
sharks are a common sight in the
deeper, warmer oceanic waters
surrounding Dirk Hartog Island. One
may even join you on the MonkeY Rock
dive in South Passage.

Queensland groper can weigh in
excess of 300 kilograms and reach more
than two-and-a-half metres in length.
They are often curious and may even

I Preuious page
I Main: ltlant^ ray.
I lfttets from tolboating in the park;
diving in a stnghorn coral garden; yellow
tail angelfish.
Photos - Clay BYyce

I lef. A diver photographing Clayk's

I anemonefish at Shark Bay.
I Photo - E\a Boo€aarrlrchman ltansparences

rlBelow: A dtgong calf stays close to its

I mother.
I Photo - Ceoff 'lbylor/Irchman Transparencies

approach you. These large predators

lurk in caves and other good hiding
spots. They are one of our marine
wonders and conservation-minded
divers will leave them unmolested for
others to enjoy. They may live for up to
50 yeays so, because there are few in any
location, large animals would take
many years to be replaced.

THE WRECK OF THE
GUDRUN

The Gudrun, the biggest wooden
shipwreck found off Western Australia,
sank at Shark Bay in 1901, carrying a
load of jarrah from Bunbury to
England. It was deliberately scuttled
with more than a metre of water in its
hold, after being sabotaged by the ship's
caryenter. He admitted drilling a hole
through its bottom. The wreck was
rediscovered in 1989, when Paul
Anderson, a Canadian studying
dugongs in Shark Bay, found it on the
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BAR FLATS
Only three metres in depth, Bar

Flats is a popular dive and snorkel site
for Denham-based boats. Small fish
species are abundant and, like many
other dive sites in Shark Bay, a dugong
could be encountered here.

This area is dominated by cabbage
corals (Tlrbinaria species), staghorn
corals and soft corals. Like reef-building
corals, soft corals also have supporting
structures of calcium carbonate, but
this takes a different form from hard
corals. They contain small spicules
within their tissue, rather than a
continuous skeleton. Other invedebrate
marine life is abundant, and includes

sponges, sea anemones and yellow
tubeworms, which live in tubes within
corals or other underwater surfaces or
animals. Divers do not see the body of
these worms, just the featherlike
feeding tentacles that protrude from
their tube. The tentacles trap plankton,
which is moved down grooves to the
animal's mouth.

EAGLE BLUFF
Only 20 minutes drive from

Denham, Eagle Bluff is one of the most
prominent coastal features in the Shark
Bay World Heritage Area. Expansive
views of Henri Freycinet Harbour are
available from the cliff top. Clear,

shallow (one to five-metre) waters
around the base of the bluff are ideal for
beginners and novice divers to view
marine creatures close up. It is perfect
for snorkelling.

You enter the water from the beach
on the eastern side of the bluff. The ,
shallow sandy bottom extends 30
metres out, where it meets the seagrass
bed. People snorkelling along quietly
can often get quite close to shovelnose
rays and small school shark, which
cruise along the sand looking for food.

The seagrass beds are the driving
force behind the diversity of marine life
in Shark Bay. Here, watch for sea
snakes, western butterfish and
leatherjackets. About 100 metres from
the south-eastern point is a sand patch
with a number of coral bombies. Small
wrasse, blue-lined emperor and tusk
fish seek shelter and food around these
outcrops. Sea stars, sea cucumbers and
sea urchins hide among the rock and
coral,

I Aboae left: The mxsive Queensland
I groper, which can weigh in excess ol
| 300 kilograms, lives in caves within the
Shark Bay Marine Park.
Photo - Peter & Margy NicholaVlochman
Ttansparencies

I Belora: The shallow marine
I embayments of Shark Bay offer some
I excellent dive sites.
Photo - Clay Bryce
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SAFETY
Tidal movements throughout Shark

Bay Marine Park are very strong,
particularly in South Passa€ie and at the
northem tip of Dirk Hartog Island.
Thus, it is important to note that all
sites within the marine park should be
dived or snorkelled only on a slack tide.

Dive charters are available for
groups by pdor arrangement, and this
is recommended as the safest way to
dive most of the sites, as the charter
operators are intimate with local tides,
danger spots and conditions. If you
intend to dive from your own boat, it is
recommended that you first purchase
two books produced by the Department
of Conservation and Land Management.
Diue and Snorkel Sites in Westem

Australia and More Diue and Snorkel
Sites in Westem Australia contain
useful information, descriptions and
mud maps of all the dive sites described
in this aficle. Compressed air is
available in Denham, but no diving
equipment is available for hire, so you
will have to bring your own.

There are also a few dangerous
animals to watch out for. Rules to obey
for sea snakes are the same as for their
land-based relatives: look but don't
touch. Although sea snakes are highly
venomous, they are placid and rarely
attack people unless provoked and, even
when they do, they do not always
release venom. Watch out for stonefish
in the shallows. They are highly
venomous.

I Aboue: The loggerhead, considered to
I be the most endangered turtle that
I nests in the Australian region, inhabits
the waters of Shark Bay.

I Below left: The olive sea snake is
I largely confined to Shark Bay. They are
I ouite curious and sometimes approach
olvers.
Photo6 - E\a Boogaad{,ochman Tlansparencies

TMING THE PLUNGE
It should now be clear that the

unique Shark Bay Marine Park has much
more to offer visitors than just the famed
Monkey Mia dolphins. In tuture, it is
hoped that more people will be tempted
to take the plunge so they can appreciate
the diversity and beauty of this amazing
marine area where it counts the most-
actually under the water!
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